The University of Montana

Laboratory Animal Resources


Helpful Information for Your Grant, Publications or Collaborators
	Regulatory Agency
	#
	Date of Expiration or

Next Evaluation

	Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLAW)
	Assurance #A3327-01
	April 30, 2013

	U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
	Certificate #81-R-0001

Customer #1067
	February 1, 2013

	Association for the Assessment and 

Accreditation of Laboratory Animal Care 

International (AAALAC)
	Full accreditation

#000034
	June 2012


Laboratory Animal Resources Summary

Laboratory Animal Resources (LAR) is a full service AAALAC-accredited institutional core facility that provides 24-hour on-call veterinary care by an Attending Veterinarian board-certified by both ACLAM and ACVS.  The animal care staff includes 3 RLATg-certified laboratory animal technologists, a veterinary technician, an ILAM-trained Facility Manager, and a CPIA-certified IACUC Coordinator.  The LAR is registered with the USDA and has an approved animal welfare assurance letter with the NIH Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare.  Direct costs for animal care are charged back to investigator grants on a monthly cycle, with per diem rates based on cost accounting and a break-even business strategy.  The facilities currently house average daily animal populations as follows: SPF mice (1150 boxes), naked mole rats (70 animals), Dwarf hamsters (60 animals), rats (50), zebrafish (50), sheep (35), guinea pigs (20), birds (20), and frogs (6). 
Mouse care description (immune competent)
Mice are housed in individually ventilated caging or static microisolators with autoclaved Sani-Chip bedding, LabDiet 5008 mouse diet, and tap water.  They are manipulated in either an animal transfer station or Class II, type A2 biosafety cabinet.  Autoclaved Kimwipes®, Nestlets®, Shepherd Shacks®, cardboard toilet paper rolls, or a combination of these items are provided for enrichment.  Automatic light timers provide a 12:12 light:dark cycle.  Personal protective gear worn by staff when handling mice include lab coat, gloves, and impermeable shoe covers.

Mouse care description (immunocompromised)
All housing and food materials that come into contact with immunocompromised mice are autoclaved. Mice are housed in individually ventilated caging or static microisolators with Sani-Chip bedding, LabDiet 5K52 mouse diet, and sterile water.  They are manipulated in either an animal transfer station or Class II, type A2 biosafety cabinet.  Autoclaved Kimwipes®, Nestlets®, Shepherd Shacks®, cardboard toilet paper rolls, or a combination of these items are provided for enrichment.  Automatic light timers provide a 12:12 light:dark cycle.  Personal protective gear worn by staff when handling immunocompromised mice includes disposable gown, head cover, surgical face mask, gloves, and impermeable shoe covers.

Mouse health summary

A dirty bedding exposure sentinel program is used to verify the health status of mouse colonies on a quarterly basis.  Mice have been free from ectromelia, EDIM, TMEV GDVII, LCM, MHV, MVM, M. pulmonis, MPV, Parvo NS-1, PVM, REO3 and Sendai for the past 5 years.  The colony has also been free of common ectoparasites (e.g., fur mites) and endoparasites (e.g., Syphacia obvelata, Aspicularis tetraptera) as determined by direct dissecting microscopy, tape tests, and fecal flotation techniques.

Rat care description 
Rats are housed in static microisolators with autoclaved Sani-Chip bedding, LabDiet 5012 rat diet, and tap water.  They are manipulated in an animal transfer station.  Autoclaved Kimwipes® are provided for enrichment.  Automatic light timers provide a 12:12 light:dark cycle.  Personal protective gear worn by staff when handling rats includes lab coat and gloves.

Rat health summary

Rat health is monitored through direct testing of colony members on a quarterly basis.  Rats have been free from RCV/SDAV, Sendai, PVM, REO3, TMEV GDVII, MAD 1, M. pulmonis, Parvo NS-1, LCM, CAR bacillus, Tyzzer's, Hantaan, H1, KRV, RMV, and RPV for the past 5 years.  The colony has also been free of common ectoparasites (e.g., fur mites) and endoparasites (e.g., Syphacia muris, Syphacia obvelata, Aspicularis tetraptera) as determined by direct dissecting microscopy, tape tests, and fecal flotation techniques.

