EMERTON, Wash.
— The Navy caught
attle protest group
> Wednesday and
d what ‘was to have-
a blockade attempt.

> SS Mohawk sailed
“the Bangor Naval
unition Depot affer
loaded with ammu-
| headed for Viet-
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constitution. not rewrite 1t and that by draftmg a new docu-

ment they had ononed

.......... ey had vy(.utu “a can of worms.

HELENA — Constitutional Convention * ‘conservative”
Betty-Babcock Wednesday blasted defecting delegates and

said she “‘strongly resents. the last-minute efforts of the laz,t-
‘minute opponents.” '

. AT LEAST THREE other delegates have openly opposed
tlie document they helped to write, and several others have
been extremely critical of it.

Mrs. Babcock. a Republican. noted that her voting record
qu Babcock, 2 Helena d

N PN
~LULR, 4 x218Na

gate and wife of former Gov.
‘helming majority of the 100

was generally conservative and said she doesn’t agree with )

ev Drvth.ng in the proposed new constitution.
“But to me. the faults of the new document are tmy
* compared to those of the” pre\ent constitution " she said.

delegates, liberal and conservafives alike, continue to support
the new constitution “who&h artedly.”

“PERHAPS THE HANDFUL of delegates who have"
now decided they dop A like thegocument they personally

signed just two mo' hs ago enjoy*the public attenhon they
are attracting,” she’said.

Mrs. Babcock reponedly was especially mlffed at :enow

ahn, SAID THAT tne new constitution would retain the
safeguards contained-in the 1889 constitution.'while. doing
away with-the horse-and-buggy provisions which have made
effective’ eff &efa govegnment in Montana increasingly diffi-

sday a

5xuuy of 10
ns from Seattle set
mp at the west end
: Hood Cannal Float-
ridge and planned to
dozen small. motor-
boats to. block the
wk’s exit . through
-awbridge.

spokesman for the
said the ship would
Thurs&ay, however,
ost of the antiwar
stors  returned to
¢, leaving two at the

Mark

nson, 21, a Universi-
Washington junior
Bozeman, Mont.,
still 'in his sleeping
Nednesday, - officials
when the Mohawk

> of them

wClll,

d the bridge at.
orning and a day
 of schedule.

Helena delegate Jeff Brazier.

wonld oot e

Democrat said

who announced Sunday that he
wou:G not vote for the proposed constitution.
that delegates were elected to revise the

cult.”

Brazier, a
the pro-constitution forces

Mrs R’g'}pmk has dons¥ed space and st

¢ a
the Colonial Motor Inn. which she and her husband

g
spald aliad s

l)e
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ut bombs sound in Irah

e

Nixon mobbed by Poles

AW (UPI) —After ter-

ombs marred his final

| Iran, President Nixon

pily mobbed Wednesday

eering
are
mission

convinced

to . Moscow

- his

2 dramatic new turn in

lations - with  Eastern

Tis

Poles  whose -

Nxxons departure, the Iranian
capital was rocked by at least
seven bomb - blasts, including
one that exploded 100 yards

from the tomb of the shah’s

father; Reza Shah Pahlevi, only
45 minutes before Nixon was to

have laid a wreath there. him  during Nixon's ' visit.
The White House sald\the Iranian officials blamed agita-

bombs were: “‘absolutely n tors inspired by  neighboring

an-attempt on. the President’s Iraq.

life but apparently were the  Nixon neither saw nor heard

work of poiiticai enemics of the the bombs during the night, one
shah

intent on embarrassmg oi whxch Wrecked a car bemg

ridden by Brig. Gen. Harold R
Price, a U.S. military adviser -
to the Iranian air.force. Price

suffered two broken legs and

face lacerations when his car -

Continued on Page 6.)
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The news out of Moscow call-
ing to a slowdown if not a halt in

Peacé - it’s welcome

our nuclear weapons and counter-

- Weapons race is most- welcome.

It is welcome even though
some of our neighbors to the
‘northwest in the Conrad area are
going to suffer financial hardship.

As to the private sector, the
man who decided to open a bar,
restaurant- or motel, that's the
breaks of the gamée-He could have

" looked down the road to Glasgow

Air Force base for a glimpse of the
future when you depend on a de-

- fense installation for your liveli-

hood. The military economy is

Montana’s share of the ABM-__both fragile and wasteful.

Safeguard phase has been haited.
The rolling plains of wheat fields

are not going to be further dotted

~.with sophisticated weaponry of
_the thermonuclear age.

_ v

" Conrad and Shelby can now
return to their less violent roles of
prov1d1ng food and fiber.

No doubt the federal govern-
ment owes some assistance in the
public sector to those communi-

ﬁoc foreced to avpnnd fanily

tha T
and their f{acili-

txes to handle a sudden population
influx caused by the Pentagon's
ABM program.

THe construction workers can
_move on to other jobs. houqmg for
example

Those of us \xho remain in
ntana can gain satisfaction

fr the realization that all we-—
have to worryabout now is enemy ..
warheads falling on our ground '

Z€10 IlUIIlleI]U \’Vllll 1S proulera-
tion of MIRVs. Our own won't be
coming back at us:

§

We welcome the more pe’éﬁ’l\ ’

-'WUUU Uldl dppt‘dlb to Ut‘ IUI'ELdb[
by the Moscow summit sessions
and say farewell to the ABMs
without much regret.

Congratulations, for now

~ Pardon our rush, but we want
to get this into print’before some
other action makes it obsolete.

Congratulations to our mayor
for ordering the one-way streets
_grid installed in downtown Bil-
lings.

_Mayor Willard Fraser took a
previous. council action by the

. horns, interpreted it as approval

-and ended, for the present, the

see-saw council maneuvering over

the one-way-grid question.

Of course it Won’t_ take place
overnight. There are bids to call
and let federal funds to be ob

doill £ L

Ldllltu dIlU uctdllb LU pe LUII!P]CL"

ed.

. But the show is on the road to
carry out what has been recom-
mended time and agam for down-
town Billings—a one-way streets

grid system.

Now we’ll wait to see what
annanc shan tha cnnineil maoota
Happens winen ine¢ counci: meets
on Monday

R

e
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You're going to vote June 6 on whether to
adopt a.new. censtitution for Montana or to
keep the present one.

Rithar wau nai ithar Ana i
LANer way, néiner

its present form *forever.”
 Should the proposed constitution be reject-
ed, and that's at least. probable it doesn’t
mean that things wrong i-the present one
can‘t-be corrected—

~ The present constitution isn t43 easy to =

amend as the proposed one but the record

shows is has been amended aplenty. .

LET'S FAKE THE PRESENT two- mill_

ractrintian ~n ootat Ao nranartt, tav laviag

resSiricuion on bLalL“lut piupTi t_y 1ax 1evies. 1&
is there, no doybt about it. But it doesn’t have
to stay there. Not at all.

Some future-Legislature, even next time,
may be forced to put a proposed amendment
on the ballot. If the U.S. Supreme Court up-
holds the California decision in the Serrano
school financing case you can bet your last pea
in the pod there will he action at the legisla-
tive level. ’

But thereg another way too, that doesn't

“go-the constitutional amendment route. Look

what an attorney general’s ruling did for the
stockmen. The present constitution has a 4-

~ mill levy limitation on support for the live-
stock commission, livestock sanitary board

and bounty payments for predators.

BUT THE 1970 .LEVY was 10.5 mills, not
«the constitutionally specified 4-mill limit.
How did they do it” The attorney general
ruled that the four mills could be levied on the
“assessed value rather than the taxable value.
It'can go to 12 mills.

Such a finding in itself regarding the two-
mill levy coupled with almost universal coun-
ty-wide school taxes could conceivably change
the picture -

As one letter writer pointed out, there is

nothing now to prevent voters from initiating .

a vote on whether to have single- member dis-
tricts for the Legislature. The new constitu-
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You're going to.vote June 6.on whether to
adopt a new. censtitution-for Montana or to

keep the present one. -

Either wav. neither one
ay, one

its present form “forever.”

Should the proposed constitution be reject-

éd. and that's at least probable it doesn’t
mean that things wrong m, the present one

~—ean't-be eorrected———— S

_The present_ consututwn |snt as.easy-to—
amend as the proposed one but the record
shows is has been amended aplenty.

LET'S TAKE THE PRESENT two-mill__

restriction on statewide nronarty tay lavies T4
TICUCH On S:atewiGe Propemny ax ievies. it

is there, no dogbt about it. But it doesn’t have
to stay there. Not at all.

Some future-Legislature, even next time,
may be forced to put a proposed amendment
on the ballot. If the U.S. Supreme Court up-
holds the California decision-in the Serrano
school financing case you can bet your last pea
in the pod there will be action at the legisla-
tive level. ’

But there;s another way too, that doesn't

ey et e d e b e e A ewe e Vot
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what an attorney general’s ruling did for the

stockmen: The present constitution has a4-—

mill levy limitation on support for the live-
stock commission, livestock sanitary board
and bounty payments for predators.

BUT THE 1970 LEVY was 10.5 mills, not
«the constitutionally specified 4-mill -limit.
How did they do it” The attorney general
‘ruled that the four mills could be levied on the
asseS$ed value rather than the taxabie vaiue.
It'can go to 12 mills.

Such a finding in itself regarding the two-
mill levy coupled with almost universal coun-
ty-wide school taxes could conceivably change
the picture.

As one letter writer pointed out, there is
nothing now to prevent voters from initiating
a vote on whether to have single- member dis-
tricts for the Legislature. The new constitu-
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tion would create it statewide by 1975 but it
could happen under the present one county by
county .

THE PROPOSED CONSTITUTION speci-

fies that all legislative action must be open.

This is heralded as grnnf reform and to the

nera:Ged as

public benefit — which it would be.
However, there is nothing to prevent the

Montana Legislature from adopting rules of.

operation and procedure which would accom-

—f——phsh the same-thing S .
They don’t have_to conduct business the

way they do. Legxblators may change the rules
if they wish.

True, a Legislature in session cannot raise
its own pay but it can that of future bodies. It

has dc!‘fe 5D qn_rl even added expense money.
AS WAS STATED: in article 29 of this se-
ries, the present Montana . constitution has
been amended again and again. It'is safe to
predict if it is retained it will be again and
agaif: -
The same can be sald of the proposed con-
sitution if it passes. Voices raised against its

provisions may gather enough .support to -

br‘mg about change. However, they would net
need to rely upon legislative action but could
initiate it through petition.

_The _present constitution limits amend-
ments to three on a ballot, or three evefy two
years. When one looks at a California ballot
‘with amendments offered seemmgly without
end there is reflection on the wisdom of the
1889 framers. /

RESTRICTIONS in the present constitu-
tion also are subject to change by another
method — judicial.

One would like to think that the law is

clear. This concept soon disappears when you .

listen to arguments in a law suit. Both sides
usually present considerable law on their cli-
ent’s behalf. It may be a matter of interpreta-
tion of some constitutional clause.

As the makeup of courts change, so some-
times does the judicial interpretation of the
constitutional issue in question. Opponents

165, eItner way

will decry the ‘court’s political decision while

| those who favor the new interpretation will

“

. way.

laud the august body’s legal wisdom.

STILL ANOTHER FORM of constitution- .
al change is brought about through popular,
or unpopuiar, disregard.

Current instances of this include prov1-
sions of the 1889 constitution which call clear-
ly for tax equalization in Montana. No one
could honestly say we have it yet although it

-~has-been the -constitutional law:of the land—— —
--since 1889. The proposed- one calls for tax -

equalization, too.

In the 1889 constitution, Artlcle V, Legisla-
tive Department, contains 46 sections which
dot the i's and cross the t's on legislative de-
portment. Sécs. 41 through 44 make particuy,
larly interesting reading. They constitution-
ally forbid log rolling and vate trading. Strict-
ly interpreted they would ban all but the most
pristine forms of lobbying.

Sec. 44 states ‘A member who has a Der-
sonal or private interest in any measure or
bill proposed or pending before the legisla-
tive assembly, shall disclose the fact to the
house of which he is a member, and shall not
vote thereon.™

THIS H&S BEEN the (onstltutmna] law of
the land since 1889 for a Legislature which
finds bankers sitting on banking committees,
insurance men on insurance committees, con-

tractors on hmhumv committees ranchers on

ractors vay committees, ranchers on
agricultural commlttees and yes, newspaper
men on affairs involved in their occupation. -
And they vote.

Yes, popular disregard is another effective

-method of getting around constitutional provi-

sions.
Constitutions are changing documents
through amendment and interpretation.

Your decision June 6 is whether you wish
‘to hasten that change through the proposed
constitution or to retain the present one and
see it amended. ’

Be assured, change will take place either

CREGHH
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Voice of the Readers

Letters in Voice to the Readers are limited to 300 words and subject to
editing for clarity, libel and length.
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