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CHAPTER 14
MONTANA SESSION LAWS 1969

An Act to Submit to the Electors of Montana an Amendment to Section 2, Article IX
of the Montana Constitution Changing the Voting Age to Nineteen Years.

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Section 2, Article IX of the constitution of the state of Montana is amended
to read as follows:

‘‘Section 2. Every person of the age of nineteen (19) years or over, possessing the
following qualifications, shall be entitled to vote at all gemeral elections and for all officers
that now are, or hercafter may be, elective by the people, and, except as hereinafter pro.
vided, upon all questions which may be submitted to the vote of the people or electors:
First, he shall be a citizen of the United States; second, he shall have resided in this state
one year immediately preceding the election at which he offers to vote, and in the town,
county or precinct such time as may be preseribed by law. If the question submitted con-
cerns the creation of any levy, debt or liability the person, in addition to possessing the
qualifications above mentioned, must also be a taxpayer whose name appears upon the last
preceding completed assessment roll, in order to entitle him to vote upon such question.
Provided, first, that no person convicted of felony shall have the right to vote unless he
has been pardoned or restored to citizenship by the governor: provided, second, that nothing
herein contained shall ‘be construed to deprive any person of the right to vote who has such
right at the time of the adoption of this constitution; provided, that after the expiration of
five years from the time of the adoption of this constitution, no person except citizens of
the United States shall have the right to vote.’’

Effective by virtue of the Governor’s proclamation November 20, 1970



CHAPTER 66
MONTANA SESSION LAWS 1969

An Act to Submit to the Electors of Montana an Amendment to Section 9, Article XIX
of the Constitution of Montana Which Would Permit the Legislative Assembly to Submit
at the 1972, 1974 and 1976 General Elections, in Addition to the Three Amendments Otherwise
Authorized, Amendments Providing for the Reorganization of the Executive Department of
Government.

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the Stete of Montana:

Section 1. Seection 9, Article XIX of the constitution of the state of Montana is
amended to read as follows:

‘‘Section 9. Amendments to this constitution may be proposed in either house of the
legislative assembly, and if the same shall be voted for by two-thirds of the members elected
to each house, such proposed amendments, together with the ayes and mnays of each house
thereon, shall be entered in full on their respective journals; and the secretary of state
shall cause the said amendment or amendments to be published in full in at least one
newspaper in each county (if such there be) for three months previous to the next general
election for members to the legislative assembly; and at said election the said amendment
or amendments shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the state for their approval
or rejection and such as are approved by a majority of those voting thereon shall become
part of the constitution. Should more amendments than one (1) be submitted at the same
election, they shall be so prepared and distinguished by numbers or otherwise that each
can be voted upon separately. Not more than three amendments to this constitution shall
be submitted at the same election, except that there may be submitted at each of the
general elections held in the years 1972, 1974 and 1976, in addition to the three amendments
otherwise authorized by this section, an amendment or amendments providing for the re-
organization of the executive department of government which may include the revision or
repeal of sections of this constitution relating to any boards, offices, and depariments
other than legislative and judicial offices. The reorganization of the executive department
is a single subject, and an additional amendment relating to that subject authorized by this
section may be submitted to the qualified electors of the state in the form of a title clearly
expressing its subject.’’

Effective by virtue of the Governor’s proclamation November 20, 1970

CHAPTER EX. 1
MONTANA SESSION LAWS 1969

An Aect to Submit to the Qualified Electors of Montana an Amendment to the Montana
Constitution Adding a New Section to Provide That All Executive and Administrative
Offices, Boards, Bureaus, Commissions, Agencies and Instrumentalities, Except the Office
of Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of the State, Attorney General, State Treasurer,
State Auditor, and Superintendent of Public Instruction, Shall Be Allocated by Law Among
Not More Than Twenty Departments No Later Than July 1, 1973; to Provide That
Subsequently All New Powers or Functions Shall Be Assigned to Provide an Orderly
Administrative Organization; Providing for Temporary Commissions in Addition to the
Twenty Principal Departments.

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the State of Montana:
Seetion 1. There is a new section in the Montana constitution which reads as follows:

¢‘Section ........ All executive and administrative offices, boards, bureaus, commissions,
agencies and instrumentalities of the executive department of state government and their
respective functions, powers, and duties, except for the office of governor, lieutenant gover-
nor, secretary of the state, attorney general, state treasurer, state auditor, and superintendent
of public instruction, shall be allocated by law among and within not more than twenty (20)
departments by no later than July 1, 1973. Subsequently, all new powers or functions shall
be assigned to departments, divisions, sections, or units in such manner as will tend to
provide an orderly arrangement in the administrative organization of state government.
Temporary commissions may be established by law and need not be allocated within a
prineipal department.’’

Effective by virtue of the Governor’s proclamation November 20, 1970
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CONRSTITUTION

OF THE

STATE OF MONTANA

AS ADOPTED BY THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION AUGUST 17, 1889;
RATIFIED BY THE PEOPLE, OCTOBER 1, 1889; STATE ADMITTED,
NOVEMBER 8, 1889.

PREAMBLE

We, the people of Montana, grateful to Almighty God for the blessings
of liberty, in order to secure the advantages of a state government, do, in
accordance with the provisions of the enabling act of econgress, approved
the twenty-second of February, A. D. 1889, ordain and establish this con-
stitution.

ARTICLE I
BOUNDARIES

Section 1. The boundaries of the state of Montana shall be as follows,
to-wit: Beginning at a point formed by the intersection of the twenty-
seventh degree of longitude west from Washington with the forty-fifth
degree of north latitude, thence due west on the forty-fifth degree of lati-
tude to a point formed by its intersection with the thirty-fourth degree of
longitude west from Washington, thence due south along the thirty-fourth
degree of longitude, to a point formed by its intersection with the crest
of the Rocky mountains, thence following the crest of the Rocky moun-
tains northward to its intersection with the Bitter Root mountains; thence
northward along the erest of the Bitter Root mountains, to its intersection
with the thirty-ninth degree of longitude west from Washington; thence
along the thirty-ninth degree of longitude northward to the boundary line
of the British Possessions; thence eastward along that boundary line to the
twenty-seventh degree of longitude west from Washington; thence south-
ward along the twenty-seventh degree of longitude to the place of be-
ginning.

ARTICLE II
MILITARY RESERVATIONS

Section 1. Authority is hereby granted to and acknowledged in the
United States to exercise exelusive legislation, as provided by the con-
stitution of the United States, over the military reservations of Fort
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Art. 11T, § 1 CONSTITUTION OF MONTANA

Assinaboine, Fort Custer, Fort Keogh, Fort Maginnis, Fort Missoula, and
Fort Shaw, as now established by law, so long as said places remain
military reservations, to the same extent and with the same effect as if
said reservations had been purchased by the United States by consent of
the legislative assembly of the state of Montana; and the legislative assem-
bly is authorized and directed to enact any law necessary or proper to
give effect to this article.

Provided, that there be and is hereby reserved to the state the right to
serve all legal process of the state, both civil and criminal, upon persons
and.property found within any of said reservations, in all cases where the
United States has not exclusive jurisdiction.

ARTICLE III
A DECLARATION OF RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA

Section 1. All political power is vested in and derived from the people;
all government of right originates with the people; is founded upon their
will only, and is instituted solely for the good of the whole.

Sec. 2. The people of the state have the sole and exclusive right of
governing themselves, as a free, sovereign, and independent state, and to
alter and abolish their constitution and form of government, whenever they
may deem it necessary to their safety and happiness, provided such change
be not repugnant to the constitution of the United States.

Sec. 3. All persons are born equally free, and have certain natural,
essential, and inalienable rights, among which may be reckoned the right
of enjoying and defending their lives and liberties, of acquiring, possessing,
and protecting property, and of seeking and obtaining their safety and hap-
piness in all lawful ways.

Sec. 4. The free exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and
worship, without diserimination, shall forever hereafter be guaranteed, and
no person shall be denied any civil or political right or privilege on acecount
of his opinions concerning religion, but the liberty of conscience hereby
secured shall not be construed to dispense with oaths or affirmations, excuse
acts of licentiousness, by bigamous or polygamous marriage, or otherwise,
or justify practices inconsistent with the good order, peace, or safety of the
state, or opposed to the eivil authority thereof, or of the United States. No
person shall be required to attend any place of worship or support any
ministry, religious sect, or denomination, against his consent; nor shall any
preference be given by law to any religious denomination or mode of
worship.

Sec. 5. All elections shall be free and open, and no power, civil or
military, shall at any time interfere to prevent the free exercise of the
right of suffrage.

See. 6. Courts of justice shall be open to every person, and a speedy

remedy afforded for every injury of person, property, or character; and that
right and justice shall be administered without sale, denial, or delay.
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CONSTITUTION OF MONTANA Art. II1, § 14

Sec. 7. The people shall be secure in their persons, papers, homes, and
effects, from unreasonable searches and seizures, and no warrant to search
any place or seize any person or thing shall issue without deseribing the
place to be searched, or the person or thing to be seized, nor without proba-
ble cause, supported by oath or affirmation, reduced to writing.

Sec. 8. Criminal offenses of which justice’s courts and municipal and
other eourts, inferior to the district eourts, have jurisdiction, shall, in all
courts inferior to the distriet court, be prosecuted by complaint. All crim-
inal actions in the district court, except those on appeal, shall be prose-
cuted by information, after examination and commitment by a magistrate,
or after leave granted by the court, or shall be prosecuted by indictment
without such examination or commitment, or without such leave of the
court. A grand jury shall consist of seven persons, of whom five must
concur to find an indietment.

A grand jury shall only be drawn and summoned when the district
judge shall, in his discretion, consider it necessary, and shall so order.

Sec. 9. Treason against the state shall consist only in levying war
against it, or in adhering to its enemies, giving them aid and comfort: no
person shall be convicted of treason except on the testimony of two wit-
nesses to the same overt act, or on his confession in open court; no person
shall be attainted of treason or felony by the legislative assembly; no con-
viction shall work corruption of blood or forfeiture of estate; the estates
of persons who may destroy their own lives shall descend or vest as in
cases of natural death.

Sec. 10. No law shall be passed impairing the freedom of speech; every
person shall be free to speak, write, or publish whatever he will on any
subject, being responsible for all abuse of that liberty; and that in all
suits and prosecutions for libel, the truth thereof may be given in evidence;
and the jury, under the direction of the court, shall determine the law and
the faets.

See. 11. No ex post facto law nor law impairing the obligation of con-
tracts, or making any irrevocable grant of special privileges, franchlses,
or immunities, shall be passed by the legislative assembly.

See. 12. No person shall be imprisoned for debt except in the manner
prescribed by law, upon refusal to deliver up his estate for the benefit of
his ereditors, or in cases of tort, where there is strong presumption of
frand.

See. 13. The right of any person to keep or bear arms in defense of
his own home, person, and property, or in aid of the civil power when there-
to legally summoned, shall not be called in question, but nothing herein
contained shall be held to permit the carrying of concealed weapons.

See. 14. Private property shall not be taken or damaged for public
use without just compensation having been first made to or paid into court
for the owner.




Art. 111, § 15 CONSTITUTION OF MONTANA

See. 15. The use of all water now appropriated, or that may hereafter
be appropriated for sale, rental, distribution, or other beneficial use, and
the right of way over the lands of others, for all ditches, drains, flumes,
canals, and aqueducts, necessarily used in connection therewith, as well as
the sites for reservoirs necessary for collecting and storing the same, shall
be held to be a public use. Private roads may be opened in the manner to
be preseribed by law, but in every case the necessity of the road, and the
amount of all damage to be sustained by the opening thereof, shall be first
determined by a jury, and such amount, together with the expenses of the
proceeding, shall be paid by the person to be benefited.

See. 16, In all eriminal prosecutions the accused shall have the right
to appear and defend in person and by counsel; to demand the nature and
cause of the accusation; to meet the witnesses against him face to face; to
have process to compel the attendance of witnesses in his behalf, and a
speedy public trial by an impartial jury of the county or distriet in which
the offense is alleged to have been committed, subject to the right of the
state to have a change of venue for any of the causes for which the de-
fendant may obtain the same.

Sec. 17. No person shall be imprisoned for the purpose of securing his
testimony in any eriminal proeeeding longer than may be necessary in
order to take his deposition. If he can give security for his appearance at
the time of trial, he shall be discharged upon giving the same; if he cannot
give security, his deposition shall be taken in the manner prescribed by
law, and in the presence of the accused and his counsel, or without their
presence, if they shall fail to attend the examination after reasonable
notice of the time and place thereof. Any deposition authorized by this
section may be received as evidence on the trial, if the witness shall be
dead or absent from the state.

Sec. 18. No person shall be compelled to testify against himself, in a
criminal proceeding, nor shall any person be twice put in jeopardy for the
same offense.

See. 19. Al persons shall be bailable by sufficient sureties, except for
capital offenses, -when the proof is evident or the presumption great.

Sec. 20. Excessive bail shall not be required, or excessive fines im-
posed, or cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

Sec. 21. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall never be sus-
pended, unless, in case of rebellion, or invasion, the public safety require it.

Sec. 22. The military shall always be in striet subordination to the
civil power; no soldier shall in time of peace be quartered in any house
without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, except in the manner
prescribed by law.

Sec. 23. The right of trial by jury shall be secured to all, and remain
inviolate, but in all civil cases and in all eriminal cases not amounting to
felony, upon default of appearance, or by consent of the parties expressed
in such manner as the law may presecribe, a trial by jury may be waived,

4

ot

. e et



































































































































































