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Issue

¥ EPA will propose revisions to the AQI for
PM, - based on revision to the 24-hour
PM, - NAAQS

¥ Air agencies have asked for guidance on 1-
hour PM, . levels for use in smoke events

¥ Evidence from the review of the PM
NAAQS is not especially helpful
b Hourly values linked with cardiovascular system
effects

¥ From urban areas, at lower levels
¥ Little information from smoke events




What Is Currently In Use by Air Agencies?

¥ Guidance developed at 2001 Smoke, Fire
and Health Workshop, held at the University
of Washington

¥ Health Advisory and Public Outreach
Workgroups decided:
b Best smoke indicator PM, . or PM,, in real time

b Visibility index developed for areas where no
monitoring, with common sense
recommendations as back-up

b Advisory levels should correspond to AQI

b Members submitted expert views for breakpoints
b median of range selected




Index
Category

Moderate

Health
Message

AQI
24-hr levels
(! g/m3)

2001 Health
Workshop
1-hr levels (! g/m3)

None

0Db15

0 -40

People with heart
or lung disease
should pay
attention to
symptoms

16 B40

41 B 380

Unhealthy for
Sensitive
Groups

Very
Unhealthy

Hazardous

People in sensitive
groups should
minimize exposure

81D175

Sensitive groups stay
indoors, reduce
indoor exposures

66 B 150

176 B 300

If symptomatic
evacuate to clean air
shelters; close
schools and cancel
outdoor events

151 B 250

300 B 500

251 - 500

> 500




Wildfire Smoke

A Guide for Public Health Officials

http://www.arb.ca.gov/smp/progdev/pubeduc/wfgv8.pdf




Display Air Monitoring Data
Montana Air Quality Web site

Measured Particulate in Air
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Hour Beginning (MST)

Missoula Boyd Park Station
June 6, 2007




Questions for Discussion

¥ Is there evidence to use as basis for
selecting new breakpoints (or providing
support for ones in use)? If so, what is It?

¥ Or is the collection of expert views still most
appropriate approach?

¥ Discussion

¥ Handing out forms to collect your views,
should you choose to share them

b Provide results summary session tomorrow




AQI Issue Paper

Current PM, ¢

. Issue Paper
Concentrations P

Category

AQI Value

(' g/m°)

(! g/m3)

Good

0-50

0.0-15.4

0.0-154

Moderate

51-100

15.5-40.4

15.5-35.4

Unhealthy of
Sensitive
Groups

Very Unhealthy

Hazardous

101-150

40.5-65.4

35.5-55.4

151-200

65.5-150.4

55.5-140.4

201-300

150.5-250.4

140.5-210.4

301-400

250.5-350.4

210.5-280.4

401-500

350.5-500.4

280.5-350.4




