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Center for Riverine Science & Stream Re-naturalization
Senate Recommendation, 4/11/13
  

ECOS concludes that the Center for Riverine Science & Stream Re-naturalization (CRSSR), housed in the Department of Geosciences, provides a valuable contribution to the mission of The University of Montana, applauds its recent restructuring, and recommends its continuation. The CRSSR is a federation of thirty faculty and affiliates from across campus. Their mission is to foster interdisciplinary research in river science to address problems limiting the success of river management and restoration under rapidly changing local and global conditions. Assistant Professor Andrew Wilcox was appointed Director of the River Center in September 2011. The advisory committee currently consists of the two senior advisors, Professors William Woessner and Johnnie Moore, both of whom are former directors. The Center has recently renegotiated its funding structure so that it can generate indirect cost returns from research grants under its own ORG#. Formerly, the grants were routed through the Geosciences ORG#, and the contributions of CRSSR were buried in book-keeping. The Center has been measurably productive: together, in the past five years, the three principals of the Center have received >$2.4 million in externally funded grants and have published >20 peer-reviewed research papers.
ECOS does not consider the Center controversial and recommends continuation.

