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Montana Forest and Conservation Experiment Station     
Senate Recommendation, 4/11/13
  

The Montana Forest and Conservation Experiment Station (hereinafter Lubrecht) was founded in 1937 and has since provided base funding for the College of Forestry and Conservation’s active research program.  Lubrecht may be the oldest center at The University of Montana.


· Does ECOS/Faculty Senate consider this center controversial? 

No, ECOS and the Faculty Senate do not consider Lubrecht controversial.

· Is the relationship with academic units beneficial?

The relationship is extremely beneficial.  The faculty and student research supported by Lubrecht is essential to help the College obtain and match external funding. The state-level resources are particularly critical for the acquisition of federal grants, such as the McIntire-Stennis Cooperative Research Program.   Lubrecht is a field educational center, a public education center, a research laboratory, and a place where resource managers meet and confer on local, national, and international natural resource issues.

· Is the program revenue neutral or does it consume more resources than it generates? If so, is the use of University resources justified?

Lubrecht is partially funded by the USDA Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service.  The Center is a statutory agency of Montana.  Its $1 million budget has been consistent for many years and is not expected to increase substantially over the next five years.


· Is the entity making progress toward objectives? 

Lubrecht continues to serve as the premier forest and conservation experiment station in the Northwest.

Recommendation: ECOS recommends continuation for the maximum time of five years, and commends the Montana Forest and Conservation Experiment Station for its continued success. 

