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B. Review and Approval Process
  
2.  The Faculty Senate through its Chair, who in turn shall distribute it to ECOS and other committees, and approve or disapprove the proposal by a vote of the Senate.

Review in terms of Scope as stated in academic policy 100.0
To provide instruction, scholarship, or service to the University, state or world by:  (1) focusing attention on an area of strength and/or addressing a critical issue, or (2) facilitating collaborative, multi-disciplinary endeavors to combine resources from several programs or institutions to address issues of common interest.
The Montana Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit was established in 1950 to bridge the gap between applied and basic wildlife science. The Unit is a collaborative between the U.S. Geological Survey, the University of Montana, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, the Wildlife Management Institute, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Management and conservation is the primary area of focus but the specific projects are flexible to allow the Unit to serve the needs of the entire collaborative. The Unit continues to contribute to the programmatic objectives of the Wildlife Biology (WBIO) and Organismal Biology and Ecology (OBE ) programs through teaching and providing mentoring and research support for graduate students.

Review in terms of the University’s mission.

· Comments: 
· Does ECOS/Faculty Senate consider this center controversial? 
ECOS/Faculty Senate do not consider the Center controversial.
· Is the relationship with academic units beneficial? 
The Unit continues to contribute to the programmatic objectives of the Wildlife Biology (WBIO) and Organismal Biology and Ecology (OBE ) programs through teaching and providing mentoring and research support for graduate students.

· Is the program revenue neutral or does it consume more resources than it generates? If so, is the use of University resources justified? 
The Unit reports approximately $3.33 million in revenue for the last fiscal year. Of that total, only $85,909 or 2.6% is provided by the University. Additionally, it is important to note that $46,000 provided by the University is allocated for graduate student support.
· Is the entity making progress toward objectives? 
The Unit is clearly making progress towards its objectives as evidences by the total grant/contract support awarded and research productivity of the Unit scientists and staff.
Recommendation: ECOS recommends continuation for the maximum time of five years, and commends the Montana Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit for its continued successes. 

Justification: The Montana Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit continues to provide important opportunities and funding for graduate student research and training and is a valuable asset to the University and the associated State/Federal agencies.
