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Review in terms of Scope as stated in academic policy 103.0
To provide instruction, scholarship, or service to the University, state or world by:  (1) focusing attention on an area of strength and/or addressing a critical issue, or (2) facilitating collaborative, multi-disciplinary endeavors to combine resources from several programs or institutions to address issues of common interest.
The purpose of MMAC is: to curate, maintain, and expand the Permanent Collection; offer public exhibitions and interdisciplinary educational programs to Montana and the region; to create access to visual art, artists, and cultural traditions of the world and support artistic achievement and expression; to provide outreach to the regional community. 

Review in terms of the University’s mission.

· Comments: The self-study lists a number of activities that meet the goals set out for MMAC, and this assessment is confirmed by the outside review of Lorne E. Render. MMAC’s collection encompasses a wide variety of art from the Rocky Mountain west, from Europe, Southeast Asia, American Impressionist, and contemporary Native American art, as well as important ceramic works and public art across campus. The self-study highlights a long list of works included in the Permanent Collection. The numerous activities cited in the self-report demonstrate that MMAC is fulfilling its mission. Render, the outside referee, confirms: “The Montana Museum of Art and Culture is an exemplary museum. In summary, the reviewer found the exhibitions, interpretive programs, research, publications, and collections to be a high standard, effectively serving the university community as well as the community of Missoula and the region. The quantity and quality of the work undertaken and produced by the staff is first rate and is to the level of other university and college art museums in the United States.” He further notes, however, that the museum “deserves a proper facility” since the collection is spread among numerous sites across campus. He also recommends a higher level of and more stable funding for the museum. 
· Does ECOS/Faculty Senate consider this center controversial? No
· Is the relationship with academic units beneficial? Yes: MMAC provides resources for various UM academic programs by way of exhibitions, collections, and educational programs. They provide opportunity for research, exhibition, and curatorial experience for students, faculty, and the public.
· Is the program revenue neutral or does it consume more resources than it generates? If so, is the use of University resources justified?  MMAC is not revenue neutral. State funding accounts for $177,000 of their total budget of $298,210.
· Is the entity making progress toward objectives? Yes – see comments above.

Recommendation: 
Continue

Justification: MMAC is meeting the objectives set forth in their mission statement as demonstrated by the activities described in the self-study and the reviewer’s assessment.
