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	2012
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	Nadia White, Journalism
	2013
	

	Earl Adams, Chemistry
	2013
	

	Judith Rabinovich, Modern & Classical Languages 
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	Student members
John Blake (fall)
Dylan Klapmeir (spring)

Additional Representatives (Ex-Officio)
	

	Arlene Walker-Andrews, Associate Provost
	
	

	Ed Johnson, Registrar
	
	



Business Items:
General Education Course Review
The Committee approved a total of 23 general education courses and the removal of 2 courses. 
Expressive Arts (IV)		7
Literary Studies (V)		1
Historical & Cultural (VI)	4
Ethics & Human Values (VI)	5
American & European (IX)	2 ,-2
Indigenous & Global (X)	2
Natural Science (XI)		3

Review of Committee Charge and Procedures
The Committee reviewed its charge and suggested minor changes to membership.  This was part of the comprehensive review of the Faculty Senate bylaws by ECOS.  The senate is also organizing its procedures; therefore the committee developed and approved a procedure for subcommittee responsibilities. (appended).  
General Education Program Assessment
The Committee endorsed the Essential Learning Outcomes and Value Rubrics from the Association of American Colleges and Universities as a means to assess UM’s general education program.  
Sample forms
The committee suggested a sample mock-up form be created that identifies common errors and includes clear instructions and tips for correctly completing the form.  

Revised General Education Form
A renewal section was added to the form for clarity.

Symbolic Systems Issue:
A multi pronged approach will be taken to address the symbolic systems issue.  First, a friendly letter will be sent to programs that are not credit heavy but require students to take the symbolic systems requirement.  The letter will ask for a rationale not to require students to take a foreign language given the university’s mission.  After responses have been collected, the committee will consider whether to move forward with the motion and revise the framework so that only extended majors would be eligible for the exception to the foreign language requirement.  

Pending motion:
Effective autumn semester of 201X, undergraduates must fulfill the general education modern and classical language requirement unless enrolled in a program of study requiring more than 48 credits leading to a first baccalaureate degree. Credits for the program of study include all major requirement and pre-requisite courses, excluding general education courses unless required by the major.

Communication Items: 
General Education Course count
The number of General Education Courses was counted as reference information.
			
						                       Current		Fall 2011
Expressive Arts (A)	49		56
Literary & Artistic Studies (L) 	42		43
Historical & Cultural Studies (H)	46		50
Social Studies (S)	44		44
Ethics & Human Values (E)	30		35
American & European (Y)	22		22
Indigenous & Global (X)	49		51
Natural Science (N)   Without lab 	35		36
                                   With lab 	25		27
Pre-registration process for incoming freshman
Executive Director O’Hare provided the Committee with a summary of the pre-registration process for incoming freshman.  The portal page will be customized according to the students major.

Big Questions pilot proposal
Associate Provost Walker-Andrews spoke briefly about the “Big Questions” pilot proposal.  A committee has been working on this idea that was part of the academic strategic plan.  The pilot program will connect “Big Questions” curriculum with the general education structure.  
New Accreditation Standards – core themes
The University must identify Core themes for the new accreditation process.  An initial report is due on March 1st.  Associate Provost Walker- Andrews will be giving a report to the Faculty Senate today.  Faculty were asked to provide input and for the most part recommended that the core themes be taken from the academic strategic plan. Feedback was also solicited from various campus committees and other sectors of the university.  
Consideration of sign language as a foreign language
Members were wondering whether Sign Language courses should be considered to satisfy the general education requirement.  The instructor has been notified, but paperwork has not been submitted.  Apparently there is a waiting list to get into the few sign language courses.  The courses have recently been moved from Communication Studies in the College of Arts and Sciences to Communicative Sciences and Disorders in the College of Education and Health Sciences.  
Consideration of civil discourse as component of general education
Professor Sue Bradford has had discussions about the need for a civil discourse component to general education with the Faculty Senate leadership and Associate Provost Walker Andrews.  On their recommendation, she is bringing her idea to the General Education Committee. 
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Procedure Number:	202.4.1
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Date Adopted:		1/27/11	   
Last Revision:		1/27/11

References:		General Education Framework, General Education Course Criteria and Learning         		Outcomes	
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Subcommittee Membership
General Education Curriculum Subcommittees are organized according to Groups II to XI, thus constituting ten (10) subcommittees.  
Group II:  Mathematics	
Group III: Modern and Classical Languages or Symbolic Systems
Group IV:  Expressive Arts
Group V: Literary and Artistic Studies
Group VI: Historical and Cultural Studies
Group VII:  Social Sciences
Group VIII:  Ethics and Human Values
Group IX: American and European Perspectives
Group X: Indigenous and Global Perspectives
Group XI:  Natural Sciences

The General Education Committee chair appoints Subcommittee chairs for each of the ten Groups.  The Subcommittee chair should be from an academic unit or have expertise appropriate to the particular Subcommittee Group. When possible, the Subcommittee chair is a member of the General Education Committee; when not possible, the General Education Committee chair requests a volunteer from former members of the General Education Committee.   Each Subcommittee chair selects 2-5 faculty members with expertise in the particular Group to serve as Subcommittee members.

Review Assignments / Instructions
The Subcommittee chair determines the schedule for completion of the review during the Fall semester and whether the Subcommittee meets face-to-face, online, or by some combination.  The General Education Committee expects at least three members of the Subcommittee to review each proposal.
The Subcommittee chair assures that each member is provided with the Group criteria and outcomes, access to relevant curriculum policies, and proposals to be reviewed.

Subcommittee Responsibilities for Review of Course Proposals
Subcommittees are responsible for the review of General Education courses proposed within their Group.  Proposals are evaluated according to the applicable criteria and outcomes.  The Subcommittee ensures that the forms submitted are complete (including course syllabi), determines whether courses meet the Group’s criteria and outcomes, and concurs on strong and weak points of proposals. Subcommittee chairs communicate with the unit chair/director and/or requestor about questions, concerns, and revisions relevant to proposals.

It is the responsibility of the Subcommittee Chair to:

1. Verify that the summary of proposals is complete.
2. Ensure curriculum proposal forms are completed correctly. 
3. Highlight revisions to proposals in red.
4. Identify significant difficulties or implications concerning a proposal, especially unintended consequences for other units.
5. Check proposals for justification with respect to curricular needs of General Education.
6. Communicate with unit chair/director/and/or requestor about questions, concerns, and revisions.
7. Report back to units when a proposal is denied by the Subcommittee.
8. Require new forms for proposals in need of major revisions.
9. Verify the accuracy of a summary consent agenda for ASCRC.
10. Return proposals to Faculty Senate Administrative Associate. 


