Graduate Council Meeting Minutes
September 27, 2006

GBB 202, 12:10-1:00 p.m.



Members Present: A. Borgmann, D. Erickson, M. DeGrandpre, L. Hayes, T. Herron, J. Hirstein, M. McClintock, N. Moisey, T. Thibeau
 
Members Absent/Excused: C. Fiore N. Hassanein, G. Stanley, Dean Strobel, Arlene Walker-Andrews
Chair Hayes called the meeting to order at 12:12p.m.

The minutes from 9/13/06 and 9/20/06 were amended and approved. 
Communications
· ECOS appointed the following faculty to the IIP Admissions Committee:

	Liz Putnam, Center for Environmental Health (Pharmacy)
	2009

	Sandy Ross, Chemistry
	2009

	Ralph Judd, DBS
	2008

	Linda Frey, History
	2007



· Ulli Kamp, Geography volunteered to serve on the MIS Ad Hoc Committee. One additional volunteer is needed. 


· The Council needs to get to work on the program reviews still pending from last year.  Both internal and external reports are available for Biomedical and Pharmaceutical Sciences, 
Geosciences, and Journalism.  The external report is still pending for Art.   The outcome of the reviews is scheduled for the November Board of Regents Meeting.       


· Chair Hayes met with the Steering Committee of the ‘Speech Language Pathology’ proposal.  It believes the concerns of ASCRC and the Graduate Council have been addressed.  The President is asking for $600,000 in start-up costs from the legislature.   There will be approximately three dozen new courses.  A director and an administrative assistant would be hired to develop the program.  Chair Hayes suggests that the Council be sensitive to the issue of funding for the continued operation of the program. 


· ECOS met yesterday with Ken Klingenstein, the external reviewer for Information Technology.  He indicated that the IT program has significantly improved but there are still serious problems.  The University lacks vision and commitment to a strategic technology plan.  A significant change in the culture is needed to make technology a priority with a sustainable mission.  His suggestions imply that the program lacks adequate resources. If members are interested the internal review documents are available at:
http://www.umt.edu/it/review/.


· ECOS also met with Ray Ford and Associate Provost Staub regarding the ongoing issues with Blackboard.  There needs to be a transparent process for faculty having problems with the various technology platforms and a forum for faculty to provide input regarding how the platforms are managed. There is an Academic Information Technology Advisory Committee under Academic Affairs.  The committee chair is appointed by the Provost and is currently Belva Jones.   

The recommendation was to have a standing subcommittee of the Advisory Committee handle complaints.  It would be helpful for faculty to understand the limitations of the software and the various constraints that must be considered in making decisions.  There is still the question of how much authority the Advisory Committee really has and whether it should more appropriately be a committee of the Faculty Senate.  The Council might wish to weigh in on the issue.   
New Business 

· The Council chose subcommittee chairs and primary reviewers for the pending program reviews. 


	Humanities
Michael McClintock
Albert Borgmann (PR- Art)
Tully Thibeau (Chair-curriculum)

Social Sciences
Christine Fiore (Chair-curriculum)
Louis Hayes
Neva Hassanein 

 


	Sciences
George Stanley 
Jim Hirstein (PR-Biomedical & Pharmaceutical Science)
Michael DeGrandpre (PR-Geoscience)

Schools
Terri Herron(Co-chair curriculum)
Neil Moisey PR-Journalism
David Erickson (Co-chair curriculum)


· The Council would like to continue the practice of every member reviewing the Bertha Morton proposals and following the revised procedures adopted last year.  Professor Borgmann will develop language to add social significance or contribution to an area of research to the criteria.  He will also take a critical look at the current criteria.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:01 p.m. 
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