Graduate Council Meeting Minutes
January 30, 2008
GBB 202, 12:10-1:00 p.m.



Members Present: L. Ametsbichler, M. Antonioli, M. DeGrandpre D. Erickson, T. Herron, J. McNulty, D. Potts, C. VonReichert, C. Winkler
 
Members Absent/Excused: J. Copeland, C. Fiore, N. Hinman 
 
Ex-officio members Present: Dean Strobel


Chair Erickson called the meeting to order at 12:10 p.m.

Approval of the minutes was postponed.

Communication:

· Given that the external reviewers are not scheduled until mid-April for the DBS, clarification is needed on the review timeline from the Provost’s Office. 


Business Items:

Curriculum follow-up – Medicinal Chemistry
The program responded to the Council’s concerns.  The University will benefit from the program and it is consistent with the initiative to increase graduate students with a connection to economic development. However, there could be some shifting of current students.  Dean Forbes commented to Dean Strobel that the program will not be started if new resources are not available.  In fact, a grant was recently received.  The specific requirements for faculty mentors and the narrow focus on neuroscience seem to suggest reluctance for collaboration outside the College.  Three members voted in favor of the program and 6 abstained.  

The Council may recommend an earlier review of the program.  Productivity should be measured according to the entire College of Health Professions and Biomedical Sciences.  Chair Erickson will draft a paragraph for the consent agenda.  BMED 621, 622, 623, 625, & 627 were approved. 

IIP Admissions Committee Guidance 
Professor Potts summarized the concerns of the IIP Admissions Committee. There were issues with the two applicants GRE scores and the lateness of the applications.  The first candidate was admitted provisionally with a 3 to 2 vote from the committee.  However, there are additional concerns regarding the second candidate’s prior science course work and the aggressive science curriculum in his program.  His acceptance could be postponed until he demonstrates competence in science courses (organic chemistry sequence).  Accepting marginal students would not be good for the reputation of the program and could waste faculty and student time.  The deadline for applications should be moved up to avoid future delays due to holidays. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m. 
