Graduate Council Meeting Minutes
March 5, 2008
GBB 202, 12:10-1:00 p.m.



Members Present: L. Ametsbichler, M. Antonioli, M. DeGrandpre, D. Erickson, N. Hinman, W. Madison, J. McNulty, D. Potts, C. VonReichert, C. Winkler
 
Members Absent/Excused:  J. Copeland, C. Fiore, T. Herron
 
Ex-officio members Present: Dean Strobel


Chair Erickson called the meeting to order at 12:10 p.m.

The 2/26/08 minutes were approved. 


Communication:


Chair Erickson thanked Secretary Foos for all her behind the scenes support of the Graduate Council.  There is truly a mountain of paperwork that Secretary Foos handles with seeming ease.  Thanks Camie.

Dean Strobel shared that the automated graduate application process has not been working due to Banner upgrade integration problems.  Applications are being manually entered into Banner by Graduate School staff.  This could cause a delay in Bertha Morton processing.  Dean Strobel is working on getting the Bertha Morton proposals posted to Blackboard. 

Business Items:

History Program Review 
The review document was amended and approved. 

Data Analysis Workgroup Update
Today the workgroup looked at the data from the second cohort.  It is very similar to the first.  The fall 2001 cohort admitted 59 and graduated 33.  The fall 2002 cohort admitted 60 and has graduated 17, with expectations of doubling that graduation number this spring. 

The graduate coordinator survey will be sent next week so that data can be processed over spring break.  The graduate student survey will be sent this Friday. 

New Admissions Criteria Review
The Social Science Subcommittee reviewed the proposal from Political Science.  The program made the following change at the recommendation of the subcommittee. 

“possession of a graduate degree from an accredited institution evidenced by a transcript plus appropriate and relevant professional experience," 

The Council inquired about the procedure to implement the revised criteria.  The approved criteria should be sent to the Graduate School for posting on its webpage.  This could be delayed because of the current application crises.  Once approved by the Council the criteria can be used and the program can update information on its website.  

The Humanities Subcommittee reviewed the proposal from Drama/Dance.  It has some suggestions for improvement.  Professor Antonioli will follow-up.   It would be helpful for programs to consider the language that should be posted to the Graduate School’s webpage. 

Criteria for Allocating Teaching Assistantships
Members should review the document for discussion next week. 

Graduate Increment
There are continuous issues with graduate increments during curriculum review. The Council checks the increment for new courses but there is no ongoing review.  Therefore a rationale should be included in program review for retaining UG courses, 300 level courses in particular.  Academic Affairs will be reminded of the Council’s program review guidelines.  The most recent self-studies did not include this information. 


The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m.

