Graduate Council Meeting Minutes
April 9, 2008
GBB 202, 12:10-1:00 p.m.



Members Present: M. Antonioli, J. Copeland, M. DeGrandpre, D. Erickson, C. Fiore, T. Herron, J. McNulty, D. Potts C. VonReichert, C. Winkler
 
Members Absent/Excused:  L. Ametsbichler, N. Hinman, W. Madison, D. McNaimer, 

Ex-officio members Present: Dean Strobel


Chair Erickson called the meeting to order at 12:10 p.m.

The 4/2/08 minutes were amended and approved. 


Communication:

DBS Program Review
The external reviewers for DBS were here last week. The report should be available in 2-3 weeks.   It is hoped that the Science Subcommittee can complete its review prior to the end of the semester. 
Associate Provost of Graduate Studies Search
Candidates for the Associate Provost of Graduate Studies will be on campus starting next week.  The Graduate Council was invited to luncheon meetings. The schedule of open forums should go out to faculty soon.  

Journalism Update – considering new direction for graduate program
Journalism is looking into the future and considering a natural resources focus in collaboration with the Law School, EVST and Forestry.  It provided the Graduate Council with a communication in response to last year’s program review.

It will likely use the MIS as a trial for the new program and put a moratorium on the current MA.  It is thinking about a certificate program as well. 
Counselor Educational follow-up
When Counselor Education was separated from Educational Leadership, the Council requested that it report on its discussions with Psychology.  Chair Erickson is following-up on this.
Business Items:

Curriculum review – Doctor of Physical Therapy Distance Education
The Schools Subcommittee reviewed the proposal and sent a list of concerns to the department.  The department’s response was discussed with the Council. There is some confusion as to whether the request is a level I or level II.  Chair Erickson will follow-up with Associate Provost Walker-Andrews.  

The program is designed as a transitional program to provide current practitioners the opportunity to get a doctorate.  The MA program changed to a doctorate a few years ago. Several universities are offering this type of program. The demand will not exist in 10-12 years. 

There was concern that the 2.5 GPA requirement was too low.  It is against Graduate School policy.  However, according to Dean Strobel this is an accredited professional program and the Graduate School does not have oversight.  
Another concern is the lack of a residency requirement. It would be helpful to understand the Provost’s vision with regard to online programs.  The Public Health program is an example of a graduate program that is completely online. 

The Council will wait to vote on the program until clarification regarding the request level is received.  
New Admissions Criteria Review – Drama/Dance 
The Humanities Subcommittee should re-review the amended proposal and report back to the Council next week.  The updated proposal will be sent to Council Members.
Criteria for Allocating Teaching Assistantships
Chair Erickson recommended that a subcommittee revise the document and bring it back to the Council for review. Professors DeGrandpre, McNulty, and Erickson volunteered.  Professor Hinman, who was absent, was also nominated. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m.

