Graduate Council Meeting Minutes
September 5, 2007

GBB 202, 12:10-1:00 p.m.



Members Present: L. Ametsbichler, R. Bolton, M. DeGrandpre, D. Erickson, C. Fiore, T. Herron, S. Hurin, D. Potts, J. McNulty, G. Stanley, C. VonReichert, C. Winkler

 
Members Absent/Excused:  R. Baker, Dean Strobel
Ex-officio members Present: 

Chair Erickson called the meeting to order at 12:10p.m

The minutes from 5/9/07 were approved.       


Communication:
· The curriculum deadline is Friday, 9/28/07; so proposals should be available for review the following week. 


· George Stanley and Terri Herron reported that the search for the Dean of the Graduate School is continuing.  One candidate was brought in last spring and more candidates will follow this fall.  The search committee anticipates Oct-Nov visitation dates.


· The Board of Regents approved the following change to the admissions policy. 


All graduate programs in the Montana State System shall establish admission standards that are appropriate to the program of study. 


The committee was not sure whether it needed to collect policies from programs or propose a possible statement.  Most programs have a policy in place, but may wish to change the policy now that the BOR does not mandate the GRE.  The issue will be revisited when Dean Strobel is available for input. 


· Self-study information for Economics is available on Blackboard.  The information for DBS has not yet been submitted. 
Business Items:


· There were no volunteers to serve as Chair-elect, IIP Oversight Committee chair or an additional member for the Continuous Registration Workgroup. 

The IIP Oversight Committee surveyed IIP students last year and reported their progress to the Council.  In addition, a member of the committee attended each student’s dissertation defense.  It concluded that there was no quality problem. It was suggested that this report go to the Faculty Senate to put an end to unfounded  rumors.    



· Curriculum Subcommittee Chairs were identified as the following: 


	Humanities
	Liz Ametsbichler & Randy Bolton

	Schools
	Terri Herron

	Science
	Mike DeGrandpre

	Social Science
	Chris Fiore



Continuous Registration Workgroup

· The Office of Planning Budgeting and Analysis is assisting the Continuous Registration Workgroup in analysis of graduate student data.  The plan is to get the data in a presentable format and distribute to departments with a request to explain the outlying numbers.  The data is very sensitive due to FERPA guidelines, so communication to the departments must be clear in terms of how the data can be used.  A survey will also go to graduate students and faculty in order to better understand the issue. As it stands the three-credit continuous registration policy is scheduled for implementation fall 2008.  

Chair of the Workgroup, Chris Fiore anticipates that a thorough review will take longer than one semester and suggests that the Council request and extension from the new Provost. This is a very important issue, especially considering the University’s possible focus change to graduate education that was in the President’s State of the University Address. 



Program Review 

· There are two reviews pending from last year – Math and History.  A preliminary review was conducted for Math but has yet to include information from the outside reviewer.  The science subcommittee will review the draft.  The primary reviewer for History retired at the end of the year, so Chair Erikson will follow-up with him.  

The committee has concerns regarding the program review process and would like to discuss the expectations with the new Provost.  He and Associate Provost Arlene Walker-Andrews will be invited to a meeting to discuss these.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m. 
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