ASCRC Minutes 4/3/07
Members Present:, I. Crummy, L. Economides, J. Eglin, J. Graham, C. Henderson, J. Luckowski, K. Nalty, A. Tabibnejad, L. Tangedahl, H. Thompson, A. Szalda-Petree, P. Silverman

Members Absent/Excused: B. Bach L. Hamilton, V. Hedquist, T. Ness 

Ex-Officio Present: D. Micus, M. Hoell A. Walker-Andrews

Guest: Jim Lopach – Political Science

Chair Szalda-Petree called the meeting to order at 2:10 p.m.

The 3/20/07 minutes were amended and approved     

Communication:  

The agenda was changed to accommodate guest, so that new business was discussed first.  

New Business

· Last year the Writing Committee granted PSC 300 a one year reprieve from the removal of the writing designation. 
Professor Lopach, Chair of Political Science asked ASCRC for an extension of the writing status for PSC 300, a one credit corequisite that creates a writing course of an existing traditional Political Science course.  The instructor of the course also has the student for PSC 300 and works with the student on appropriate assignments to meet the writing requirement.  The course is currently listed in the fall schedule and advising is such that students plan long range. The department feels the course meets the current criteria and would like an extension until the revised criteria are implemented.  The extension was granted unanimously.    

· Associate Provost Walker-Andrews informed ASCRC that there will be a conference call on Friday with Associate Commissioner Roger Barber regarding a possible pilot project that would require an exception to the BOR suspension policy.  The policy does not allow reinstatement until the student has been out for a full term. The pilot project will support students with better counseling and advising and require them to take either a study skills or a remedial math course in the summer to improve their chances of success in the fall.  A committee discussed the need to change the policy and a summer school taskforce discussed ways of improving retention students struggling academically.  A member of ECOS was asked to sit in on the call, however, there were no volunteers, and it is important that a faculty member be involved.  Professor Thompson agreed to sit in. 
Unfinished Business 

Curriculum follow-up
Professor Silverman indicated that the Social Science subcommittee did not approve the proposed Certificate in Global and Multicultural Awareness.  It recommends that the item be tabled until certificate guidelines have been approved.  The reasons given included curriculum overlap with the International Development Studies’ minor and possibly Anthropology’s Cultural and Ethnic Diversity Option. It is not evident that a certificate would provide adequate evidence that students developed a marketable set of skills, especially considering the lack of exposure to a foreign language.  The proposal was tabled.  ASCRC concurred with the recommendation and tabled the proposal.
General Education Review
The Expressive Arts Review Committee recommended all but the following courses be approved.  ASCRC concurred.

	ART 125
ART 240
	requires outcomes and assessment clarification

	ENCR 310
	requires ENCR 210A as prerequisite (therefore is redundant), is designed as an intermediate course, and requires students to submit materials for acceptance. 

	WTS 184
	the course was granted expressive arts status this fall, however, the correct form was not submitted for review.  


The Literary and Artistic Studies Committee is still waiting for follow-up responses.
General Education Model Discussion
ASCRC discussed the most recent draft of the model in terms of alignment with the recommended writing course guidelines submitted by the Writing Committee. The progression of writing from ENEX 101, a lower division writing course, the WPA, and an upper-division writing course is not consistent with the model. It was argued that students should be practicing writing in many courses not just w courses.  The current one approved writing course requirement allows departments the flexibility to meet the needs of their students.  There are currently not enough lower-division writing courses to meet the need, so the change would have resource implications. 

The committee unanimously approved the model below. Chair Szalda-Petree will draft clarification statements and send the document to the committee for review. 

1. English Writing Skills





6
      ENEX 101 or equivalent

      One approved writing course        

     Successfully pass the WPA 

     Upper-division writing expectation



2. Math Literacy 
3


3. Foreign Language, or          8
     Symbolic Systems              6
     (only when courses in an existing symbolic systems list are required by the students major)

4. Expressive Arts
3


5. Literary & Artistic Studies
3


6. Historical & Cultural Studies
3


7. Social Sciences
3


8. Natural Science (Include one lab)
6

Course to be chosen from approved list

* Diversity & Intercultural Awareness 
* Ethics and Human values expectation


All courses must be foundational, as reflected in the current course title and/or course description.

All courses must be at least 3 credits

Courses may meet more than one requirement

Next week:
The Committee was asked to take a look at the proposed Energy Technology AAS degree.  The proposal is interesting; however, the subcommittee has lots of questions.  There will likely be a guest next week to address them. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m.  
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