ASCRC Minutes 3/18/08
Members Present:  J. Blunt, I. Crummy, S. Lodmell, J. Luckowski, P. Muench, M. Nielsen, P. Silverman, S. Smillie, L. Tangedahl, H. Thompson, G. Weix 

Members Absent/Excused: R. Bangadi, E. Henderson, J. Graham K. Nalty 
Ex-Officio Present: M. Hoell, D. Micus, A. Walker-Andrews

Guest: B. Douma, A. Vernon – Office of Civic Engagement
Chair Thompson called the meeting to order at 2:15 p.m.

The minutes from 3/11/08 were amended and approved. 

Communications: 

· Chair Thompson provided an update from the Faculty Senate meeting. The curriculum consent agenda and English Composition Catalog Language were approved.  The English Placement chart and General Education Timeline were presented as information items.  The Faculty Library Committee resolution was sent back to committee to consider ASCRC and Graduate Councils concerns.  ECOS is looking into the advanced placement issue and recommends changing the default score from 3 to 4.  It was noted that the English Composition Catalog Language was not parallel to the recommended policy change. 
Business Items: 
Service Learning Courses
· The courses on the summary were approved with the exception of DANCE 302, HHP 466, PHARM 309, and WGS 463.  Follow-up is still pending on these courses.  The review went well. Some clarification is needed with regards to the intent of the term ‘required volunteer activities.’ They are required like home work- meaning students can choose not to complete the requirement.   


Curriculum Follow-up – items were postponed

· A level II proposal has been received for a Minor in Mountain Studies from Geography.  It is interdisciplinary and needs to be reviewed by both the Social Science and Science Subcommittees. 

MCLL Placement Exam Catalog Language
· According to Registrar Micus Banner does not store information in an accessible manner about whether or not students have had foreign language experience in high school or at another university.  It was recommended that students be advised to take the placement exam if they plan to take a foreign language.  Could a placement exam be a prerequisite for foreign language courses?  

The Retention Task Force has been discussing the possibility of starting certain math courses late for students that need to drop into a lower level.  This could be considered for foreign language courses as well. 

Review of Group II Mathematics Requirement Language
· ASCRC discussed the drafts submitted by the General Education Committee and suggested minor revisions (see below).   The first paragraph should be removed or perhaps a section of the quote can be added to the second paragraph.  It seems that the current requirement of a grade of C (2.0 quality points) has been changed to C-.  The committee would like to verify that that is the intent of the subcommittee.   

Review of Writing Course Guidelines

· The guideline document was considered.  ASCRC approved the document in March 2007 with a lower division writing course.  Then when the General Education Framework was approved, the document required revision to be consistent with the one approved writing course.   The committee requested comments from departments.  In response it completed the frequently asked questions (FAQ) document and added the following phrase to the guidelines:  
* Proposals for writing courses or upper-division writing experiences that do not meet the criteria should include justifications for these deviations that address how learning outcomes will still be achieved.

The committee felt that catalog language was needed to be consistent with the general education criteria/outcomes statements.  It was noted that the following two items in criteria / outcomes for approved writing courses were inconsistent and should be revised.       
· Compose written documents that are appropriate for a given audience or purpose

· Provide adequate instruction and require students to write frequently for a range of audiences, purposes, and genres 
Good and Welfare

The April 1st meeting will be devoted to discussing general education criteria / outcomes.   Professor Weix will review and revise the drafts for consistent language prior to that meeting. 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m.
Draft 3-Mathematical Literacy Requirement 3/13/08 

Internationally known mathematics educator Jan DeLange said: “Mathematical literacy is an individual’s capacity to identify and understand the role that mathematics plays in the world, to make well-founded mathematical judgments, and to engage in mathematics in ways that meet the needs of that individual’s current and future life as a constructive and reflective citizen.’’ 

Mathematical literacy implies an appreciation of the beauty of mathematics, an ability to apply mathematical reasoning, and an understanding of how mathematics and statistics are used in many arenas. It cannot be achieved in a single course. Individual courses may address the properties of numbers and matrices; an exploration of how mathematics is applied outside the classroom; an investigation of three dimensions; the notions of precision, tolerance, and accuracy; how to use data analysis and probability; and, as an overarching goal, mathematical reasoning and problem solving. 

For the purposes of general education, the mathematical literacy requirement will be considered to have been met by any one of the following: 

1) achieving a grade of C-or better in one of the following courses which address different aspects of mathematical literacy: Math 107, 109, 111, 112, 117, 121, 130, or a mathematics course of 3 or more credits for which one of these is a prerequisite. 

2) achieving a score of 50 or better on the CLEP College Algebra Test, the CLEP College Precalculus Test, or the CLEP College Mathematics Test. 

3) passing the Mathematical Literacy Examination administered by the Department of Mathematical Sciences. To qualify to take the Mathematical Literacy Examination, a student must have achieved a score of 630 or better on the SAT Math exam or a score of 28 or better on the ACT Math exam. A student may only take the Mathematical Literacy Examination once. Further details are available from the Department of Mathematical Sciences. 

Students must complete the mathematical literacy requirement by the time they have earned 30 credits; if not, they must register for a mathematical sciences course every semester until they have completed the requirement. Because many other courses at the university assume some mathematical literacy, it is strongly recommended that all students complete their mathematical literacy requirement as soon as possible. 

Learning Goal Upon completion of the mathematical literacy requirement, a student will be able to effectively apply mathematical or statistical reasoning to a variety of applied or theoretical problems. 

Criteria for a course to meet the mathematical literacy requirement Any course which satisfies the mathematical literacy requirement must have as its primary goal to teach the use of mathematical reasoning and problem solving at a college level. Department of Mathematical Sciences approval is required. 
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