ASCRC Minutes 4/29/08
Members Present:  J. Blunt, I. Crummy, E. Henderson, S. Lodmell, J. Luckowski, P. Muench, M. Nielsen, P. Silverman, L. Tangedahl, H. Thompson, G. Weix 

Members Absent/Excused: J. Graham, R. Bangadi, K. Nalty, S. Smillie

Ex-Officio Present: M. Hoell, D. Micus, A. Walker-Andrews

Guest:  Professor Matt- Educational Leadership, Sharon Dinkel Uhlig- Associate Dean, School of Education 
Chair Thompson called the meeting to order at 2:15 p.m.

The minutes from 4/22/08 were amended and approved after discussion with guests. 

Communications: 
· Educational Leadership has been approached by the Montana School Board Association, Montana Rural Education Association, and the School Administrators of Montana to offer an online training course for board members. This is a good opportunity for the department and it requests an undergraduate experimental number be established so the course can be offered through Continuing Education.  


· Chair Thompson informed the committee that the Upper-division Credit Report was amended after hearing from Rosi Keller that the state’s contribution for upper-division credits is not higher.  All references to financial implications were removed from the report. 

· ECOS removed the statement: American Sign Language qualifies from the Modern and Classical Language criteria. Therefore, it will be up to MCLL to determine whether ASL qualifies. The subcommittee will need to work through the issues. The general education framework approved by the Faculty Senate 10/11/07 specifies a two semester language sequence.  MCLL negotiated a three semester sequence for Irish because the courses are three credits rather than five courses.  It may be possible for ASL to ad a lab component.    
Business Items: 
Curriculum follow-up
EDLD 295 Introductory Boardmanship – unanimously approved

Extension of ANTH 495 Post Soviet Caucuses 
The course has been taught experimentally three times in Geography. The last two times with enrollment of 5 and then 6 students. The course is associated with the Central and Southwest Asian Studies Program now in Anthropology and is taught by a visiting scholar.  The request to teach the course a fourth time as ANTH495 cross listed with History and Asian Studies was approved.  Graduate Council will need to consider the graduate increment.   

Catalog Language – Writing Program 
· ASCRC considered the catalog language submitted by the Writing Committee.  It made several suggested revisions and will send it back to the Writing Committee for consideration.  Although the Writing Committee would like to maintain the requirement of a grade of C or better for composition courses, it agreed to accept ASCRCs decision.  ASCRC agreed that the requirement should be consistent for all general education courses (C-).  


Repeat Fee
· The committee discussed the language drafted by Professor Luckowski. The intent is for students to take their courses seriously. 

Repeating a Course

Students may repeat a course.  All courses remain on the permanent record.  All grades are used to calculate the grade point average.  Students who repeat a course are assessed $25 for each repeated course.  This policy goes into effect beginning Autumn 2010.


Students will not support this policy change.  It should not be implemented until there has been opportunity for all students to provide input and improvements are made in advising and other structures to assure that students are well informed of their options.   

It was suggested that a subcommittee work on the issue next year.  It should review the policies of other universities and all the implications.  A possibility would be to allow students to repeat one or two courses without a fee and allow for GPA recalculation for those courses.    

Course Form
· The current form does not address all the criteria in the Adding New Course Policy.  Camie drafted a revised form that includes most of the criteria.  However some of the criteria/questions should be answered by the department chair rather than the instructor.  The committee suggested that the instructions be linked with the form so they cannot be overlooked. Subcommittees will be instructed to send incomplete forms back to departments.   A suggestion was made for department chairs to respond to criteria 2, 4, 5 and 7 of the adding new course policy. 
General Education Form
· Professor Weix informed ASCRC of the changes made to the form by the General Education Committee. 
Good and Welfare

None
The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m.
__________________________________________________________________

DRAFT  Revised Catalog Language for New Criteria                  

English Writing Competency 
The ability to write effectively is fundamental to a college education, essential to academic inquiry, and central to student success in their academic, professional, and civic endeavors. Specifically, a graduate  a student should be able to:

· Use writing to learn and synthesize new concepts;
· Produce focused writing that is developed, logical, and organized; 

· Compose written documents that are appropriate for a given audience, purpose, and  context; 

· Revise written documents based on constructive feedback; 

· Develop competence in information technology and digital literacy, including finding, evaluating, and using information effectively;

· Write for discipline-specific audiences, including appropriate use of citation conventions; 

· Apply Demonstrate appropriate English language usage. 

[suggest use ‘writing’ as a verb or subject rather than object- send comment to writing committee]
To ensure that all graduates have acquired the writing skills outlined above, Students should satisfy the following requirements in this order:
1. Composition course ( ENEX 101, WTS 101, ENEX 200 or an equivalent); 

2. One approved writing (W) course; 

3. The Upper-Division Writing Proficiency Assessment (WPA), to be taken between 45-70 credits; 

4. The upper-division writing requirement for the major.

Composition Course.   All students must complete English (ENEX) 101 or an equivalent composition course with a grade of C- or better unless exempted.
Students may be exempted from ENEX 101 by transferring credit verified as an equivalent of ENEX 101with a grade of C- or better or by score on a nationally-recognized, standardized exam. On the basis of the standardized exam score, students will be placed in either ENEX 101, WTS 101 or ENEX 200.

One Writing Course. All students, unless exempted, must pass an approved writing course (chosen from the following list of approved courses) before attempting the WPA. Students are exempted from this requirement by transferring more than 27 semester credits at the time of their initial registration at the University.

Upper-Division Writing Proficiency Assessment (WPA). All students (including transfer students) who have completed ENEX 101 (or its equivalent or have been exempted), a writing course (or its equivalent or have been exempted), and have completed at least 45 semester credits must take the WPA. Students must pass the WPA in order to graduate. The Assessment is designed to ensure that the student is prepared for the writing required in upper-division major courses. Students are advised to satisfy the writing proficiency assessment prior to completing the upper-division writing requirement in their major.

Students should note the following:

· Students must take the assessment after 45 but no later than 70 credits. 

· Transfer students may take the assessment concurrently with either their writing course or the writing requirement(s) in their major. 

The WPA consists of a two-hour proctored examination written in response to a text released two weeks prior to the examination date. The assessment is offered six times annually. Information on the assessment and copies of the text are available at:
http://umt.edu/writingcenter/upperdivisionwritingproficiencyexam.htm

Upper-Division Writing Requirement. All students must meet the approved upper-division writing requirements specified in their majors.  Students should seek specific information about the upper-division writing requirements in their major in the section of the catalog where information about their chosen major is given.  

Students cannot use the same one W course to meet both the approved writing course requirement and the upper-division writing requirement.

The following courses are designated as approved writing courses for 2009-2010. Students are cautioned that approved courses may change from year to year. To be used for General Education, a course must be listed as approved in the catalog and in the Class Schedule for the semester a student registers for it.
……….list of writing courses
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