ASCRC Minutes 2/2/10
Members Present: M. Beebe-Frankenberger, D. Dalenberg, C. Knight, S. Lodmell,  E. May, P. Muench, M. Nielsen, L. Tangedahl, A. Stovall, E. Uchimoto, R. Vanita, G. Weix, A. Williams, K. Zoellner 


Members Absent/Excused: J. Staub, A. Walker-Andrews
Ex-Officio Present: B. Holzworth, E. Johnson, S. O’Hare 


Chair Lodmell called the meeting to order at 2:13 p.m.  He asked that members assist in arranging the room in a round table style to facilitate discussion and return the tables and chairs to the original classroom arrangement at the end of the meeting
The minutes from 12/7/09 were amended and approved.      

Business Items:     
       Curriculum Follow-up 
· The committee confirmed the reinstatement of C&I 457 and 459.  The department submitted course forms to delete the courses in conjunction with a new program that was approved by the Faculty Senate but was delayed at the Board of Regents.  The department needs to retain the old courses to meet the needs of students until the program is approved by the Board of Regents.  
· The title change and description change for BMED 432 was approved.  

· The program modification for the new 2+2 in Social work was postponed.  The subcommittee is waiting for a response from the department. 

      Bag Number Issues
· The committee discussed whether certain bag numbers could be created for departments without review by ASCRC or Graduate Council.  This was the practice in the past.  General guidelines should be established to inform faculty of when a number can be set up by the Registrar’s Office and when a course form is required. 
It was agreed that the following bag number courses do not require review and can be set up by the Registrar’s Office.   Language should be drafted to post to the web. 
                         

	Bag Number (old)
	Title

	90 (97)
	Research

	91 (95)
	Special Topics/Experimental

	92 (96)
	Independent Study

	94
	Seminar / Workshop

	98
	Internship


· The reserved course number policy needs to be updated to reflect the common course number changes.   This should be one of the items communicated to faculty at the beginning of the academic year.   Programs will transition to the new bag numbers during the common course numbering implementation.  There are a few programs that are unique and not be subject to the common course numbering process.  A date should be established and a communication sent to transition these programs to the new bag numbers. 
	Number
	New (common course numbering)
	Old

	90
	Research
	Departmental internships 

	91
	Special topics/Experimental Courses
	Practicum

	92
	Independent Study
	Reserved for future

	93
	Study tours / study abroad 
	Omnibus

	94
	Seminar/ Workshop
	Seminar

	95
	Field work / clinical / practicum / student teaching
	Special Topics

	96
	Service learning
	Independent study

	97
	Educational methods courses within disciplines
	Research

	98
	Internship / externship / cooperative education I
	Work-Based Learning internships

	99
	Senior thesis / capstone 
	(099, 199, 399) transfer articulation

(599) professional paper

(699) thesis/dissertation


     Dormant Course List
· The dormant course list was reviewed.  One of the courses (LS375L) was taught last semester.  [Subsequent information determined that the course number had been changed.] The Registrar’s Office should cross check to make sure none of the courses on the list have been taught in the past three years. 
 

    Early offering of approved courses

· Departments often request that courses approved during fall review be set up for a spring or summer offering.  The normal practice is for courses approved in the fall to be effective the following fall. This is driven by administrative processes- building courses in the class schedule and catalog (advertising to all students).  It was suggested that programs wishing to offer these courses earlier should use the experimental course number.   The use of experimental course numbers is not appropriate for general education courses.  The General Education Committee should re-evaluate the current one-time-only offering of experimental general education courses policy.   A policy should be drafted for posting and communicating to faculty. 
   Advanced Placement Issue
· The Faculty Senate changed the advanced placement policy (default minimum score from 3 to 4) in April 2008 but it has not been implemented.   The Provost’s Office collected scores from departments (individual departments may set a different minimum score for courses in their areas) in order to create a matrix.  There is still an old matrix posted on the Admissions (http://admissions.umt.edu/apcredit.html) and Board of Regents websites   (http://mus.edu/asa/reports/creditbyexam.asp).   It is unclear whether the change to the policy contradicts a Board of Regents mandate or whether the information on the website simply reflects the old campus policy.  This should be clarified.  There is also a potential problem for transfer students that receive credit at MSU for example, then transfers to UM no longer receive credit.  

ECOS also has requested data be collected on students receiving AP and IB credit in order to assess their performance in their third semester.  Discussion on these issues was postponed so that Associate Provost Andrews could be present.   
     Pending Guidelines
· Chair Lodmell asked for volunteers to serve on workgroups to draft guidelines.   Further discussion will take place to identify needed guidelines and workgroup members. 

Some current compressed courses are not in compliance with BOR policy 309.1 Course Credits, Short Courses and Workshops, which states that credits will normally be earned at the rate of 1 to 1 ½ credits per week with a maximum of two credits per week.  Professor Weix volunteered to draft a letter to the Provosts Office summarizing the concern. 

ASCRC should consider establishing a policy that requires students to petition to take more than one winter session course or two courses in one summer session.  The compressed time does not allow for 30 hours of outside preparation for 15 hours of classroom contact as outlined in BOR Policy 309.1.

There is also a concern regarding courses taught by instructors that do not have UM oversight, as well as instructors in masters programs that have not yet earned their degree.  



The meeting was adjourned at 3:55 p.m.

