ASCRC Minutes 2/23/10
Members Present: D. Dalenberg, C. Knight, S. Lodmell, P. Muench, L. Tangedahl, A. Stovall, E. Uchimoto,  R. Vanita G. Weix, A. Williams, K. Zoellner 


Members Absent/Excused: M. Beebe-Frankenberger, A. Jokisch, E. May, M. Nielsen, J. Staub 
Ex-Officio Present: B. Holzworth, E. Johnson, S. O’Hare, A. Walker-Andrews


Chair Lodmell called the meeting to order at 2:15 p.m.  
The minutes from 2/9/10 were amended and approved.      

Communications:

· ASUM is working on a pamphlet for students that will highlight information that students skip over in the catalog such as withdrawal and reinstatement. The draft pamphlet will be widely disseminated for editing.  Students need to be aware that they can go directly to the Dean’s Office for automatic withdrawal for medical or other crises. 
Business Items:     
       Curriculum Follow-up 
· The Writing Committee approved MAR 450 as a writing course.  ASCRC concurred.   

· The General Education Committee approved MGMT 101 as a Social Science course. ASCRC concurred.  

Policy Draft

· The draft language for the Effective Date of Approved Curriculum Forms was discussed.  The language appended was revised and approved.  Links will be  inserted for the various forms and policy references.     

     Compression Course Analysis
· Professor Weix presented her research on the trends in compressed courses.  The following issues are of concern:

· Compressed courses are taught as X95 more than three times.  Also some examples of X95 taught during the semester more than 3 times.

· Summer session compression to 1-2 weeks, and winter session compression to 1-2 weeks allow sequences of 9 credits in 3 weeks, exceeding BOR policy.
· What began as pilot innovations are now becoming a model for new courses (e.g. Study Abroad in Vietnam).

· UM instruction is being replaced by film showings on campus, and guest lecturers off campus (not described in ASCRC forms).

Chair Lodmell has been unsuccessful in obtaining the protocol for approval of compressed courses for the College of Arts and Sciences.  Programs need to be aware of BOR Policy 309.1 as well as UM’s Special Topics Policy. Continuing Education does not approve courses; it trusts that Colleges and Schools have internal oversight procedures. 

It was agreed that ASCRC would request Associate Provost Walker- Andrews to notify programs of current policies and collect rationale for exceptions. 

A procedure will be established for a yearly report of special topics courses that have been taught three times.  The report will be run in the spring by the Registrar’s Office.  Programs will be notified that courses may not be offered again without approval from ASCRC.  

Prior to developing an internal course compression policy, the Committee should investigate best practices and other Universities’ policies.  


   UNC courses
· The Workgroup reviewed the courses and makes the following recommendations. 

Delete courses:
U 102 Freshman Seminar II 2 cr. –has not been offered

U 194 Seminar Variable cr. (R-6) – redundant
U 195 Special topics 1-6 cr. (R-6) - redundant
U 196 Independent Study 1-2 cr. (R-2) - redundant 
U 198 Internship Variable cr. (R-6) – redundant

Move to Library (LIB)

U 101 Freshman Seminar I 2cr.  

U 180 Freshman Interest Group Seminar 1 cr. 
U 380 FIG Leader Training Seminar 2 cr.

Move to English (WRT)
U 270 Critical Writing II 2 cr. 

Negotiations are taking place to house the proposed new course, Foundations of College Advising and Theory in Counselor Education. Associate Provost Walker Andrews will be meeting with Deans Allan and Evans to discuss the recommendations.  Kate Ryan, the Director of the Composition program has been contacted regarding the Critical Writing course. 
There will not be a meeting next week. 


The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 p.m.

Effective date of Approved Curriculum Forms
(approved 2/23/10)
Approved curriculum items (new course proposal, course change, or program modification) become official when published in the UM course catalog the following academic year.  

New courses cannot be offered as approved until they appear in the course catalog governing fall semester of the following year.  The experimental course number may be used to offer proposed new courses for the spring or summer semesters prior to the change appearing in the catalog (experimental courses may be offered up to three times).

One-time only (single semester approval) experimental general education courses require a justification to be offered earlier than the following fall. 

Note:  Level I and Level II changes do not become official until approved by the Board of Regents and published in the catalog. 

Level I proposals include campus initiatives characterized by:

· Minimal costs; 

· Clear adherence to approved campus mission; and 

· The absence of significant programmatic impact on other institutions within the Montana University system. 

Level I proposals address changes such as:

· Re-titling or eliminating existing majors, minors, and options; 

· Adding new minors where there is a major; 

· Departmental mergers and name changes; 

· Program revisions; and 

· Distance delivery of previously authorized degree programs. 

Level II proposals also involve both internal and external approval. Examples of Level II proposals include:

· changing the name of a degree (e.g., from B.A. to B.F.A.); 

· implementing a new minor where there is no major; 

· establishing a new degree; 

· adding a new major; 

· expanding an approved mission; 

· or making organizational changes (e.g., formation, elimination or consolidation of a college, division, school, department, institute, bureau, center, station, or laboratory). 

