ASCRC Minutes 3/9/10
Members Present: M. Beebe-Frankenberger, D. Dalenberg, C. Knight, A. Jokisch,  E. May, P. Muench, M. Nielsen, L. Tangedahl, J. Staub, A. Stovall, E. Uchimoto,  R. Vanita G. Weix, A. Williams, K. Zoellner 


Members Absent/Excused: S. Lodmell

Ex-Officio Present: B. Holzworth, E. Johnson, S. O’Hare, A. Walker-Andrews


Chair-elect Knight called the meeting to order at 2:15 p.m.  

The minutes from 2/23/10 were approved.      

Communications:

· New Student member Aleta Jokisch was welcomed to the committee and members introduced themselves. 

· The Writing Committee has been discussing the UDWPA.  It is clear that the campus community is not satisfied with the exam.  The Faculty Senate Chair has asked the Committee to make recommendations to the Faculty Senate.  She would like students to receive more feedback in order to improve writing skills and suggested a change in the scoring mechanism. The committee is drafting a document that will identify why the exam is not meeting its intended purposes, explain the complexity of a writing assessment vehicle, and suggest options for change.  The document is forthcoming.  

Faculty want students to have basic writing skills prior to taking upper-division courses. The exam was intended to serve a gating function, but often students are not taking it until they are seniors. Seventy-five to eighty percent of students pass the first time and 70-75% pass the second time they take the exam.  Students that fail the exam twice are contacted by the Writing Center for tutoring.   Only 1-2% fail the exam and many of these students leave the university.   

It was suggested that the exam be linked to the curriculum.  Students would prefer if the exam was relevant to their major.  Another criticism is that the exam is early on Saturday morning. 

· Graduate Council is working on a co-convening proposal that would allow 400 level courses to be co-convened with 500 level courses.  This may eventually take the place of graduate increments, which have been problematic. The Council is proposing to eliminate 300 level UG courses.  The state provides a higher base rate for graduate students than undergraduates.  However, the University does not receive the graduate student rate for graduate students enrolled in 300 level courses.  New 300 UG courses have not been approved for quite some time.  

ASCRC was provided with the preliminary document as a courtesy.  There may be additional course forms submitted as a result.  The Council will draft a more refined document for the April Faculty Senate meeting. Guidelines for co-convening courses are pending.  

ASCRC briefly discussed the proposal and would like clarification regarding whether 300 level courses could be co convened with 500 level courses.  


Business Items:     
      
       Curriculum Follow-up 

· PHIL 105 and 444 were approved with one abstention.   

Policy Draft- special topics
· The following special topics policy was discussed, revised and approved.  

A specific Special Topics course may be offered a maximum of three times. After an X91 (previously X95) course has been offered twice, the Registrar will notify the department of the policy.  In the case of compelling special circumstances, ASCRC will consider exceptions and allow a fourth offering.  Each semester, the Registrar will run a report of special topics courses offered three times.  The report will be submitted to ASCRC.  
     Credit for short courses

· Professor Weix proposed that ASCRC adopt a resolution to clarify policy for awarding credit for short courses.  The recommendation points out the error in the current policy. She would like the issue resolved by the end of the semester because current innovation practices are unfair.  ASCRC would need to provide ECOS with the draft prior to spring break to be on the April Faculty Senate meeting for vote in May. 


Procedure: The credit awarded for short courses and workshops should be adjusted so that a full-time student normally earns credit at the rate and maximum of 1 credit per week. 

Explanation:  This policy would apply to intersession courses, taught either during summer or winter sessions, as well as short courses during the semester.  This revision addresses the conversion of quarter to semester instruction in 1992-93, when credits were transferred at the rate of .67.  It also addresses the rationale and guidelines for adequate time for outside preparation. 


At the request of ASCRC Associate Provost Walker Andrews has requested data from programs offering short courses.  Any review of the policy should wait until this information has been considered.  She has spoken to Silvia More, Deputy Commissioner for Academic and Student Affairs, the Provost and the Chair/ Chair-elect of Faculty Senate.  A committee will be convened to revisit Board of Regents policy 309.1 and make recommendations for revisions that take into account alternative delivery methods and best practices. 
      Sample Forms

· Subcommittee Chairs were asked to recommend one or two forms as examples of good proposals.   Forms will be chosen for clarity, documentation, need, and other attributes that make a proposal easy to endorse.  The samples will be available on the web page and should provide a useful resource for future proposers.  




There will not be a meeting next week. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 p.m.

