ASCRC Minutes 9/1/09
Members Present: M. Beebe-Frankenberger, D. Dalenberg, C. Knight, S. Lodmell, P. Muench, M. Nielsen, J. Staub, E. Uchimoto, R. Vanita, G. Weix, L. Tangedahl, K. Zoellner 

Members Absent/Excused: 

Ex-Officio Present: E. Johnson, A. Walker-Andrews, S. O’Hare

Chair Lodmell called the meeting to order at 2:10 p.m.
Members introduced themselves and the minutes from 4/28/09 were approved.    

Communication
· ASCRC will not meet next week.  Meetings will be in this room (James E Todd Building 203).  The room will not be available on 10/13. An alternative location will be communicated.  

· The Faculty Senate has a new web site in the content management system.  Please contact Camie if you are having difficulty finding something.  Only three years of business items are available online. 

· The curriculum deadline reminder was sent on Monday to all faculty and department secretaries.  It included various policy and procedural updates.  

· Associate Provost Walker Andrews is the new transferability liaison. 

· Open forums for the Director of Undergraduate Advising Center candidates are starting next week. Members were encouraged to attend.  

· Information packets were distributed.    


Business Items:     
· Subcommittee membership was discussed briefly and subcommittee chairs were identified.  Subcommittee chairs should determine whether there are sufficient members (representation) on the subcommittee and contact department chairs for additional members as needed, or request that Camie do so.  The preliminary list of members included in the information packets was approved. (Members listed as not confirmed are now confirmed.)
	Business & Journalism
	Lee Tangedahl

	Forestry, Biomedical & Health Science
	Mary Nielsen

	Education & Fine Arts
	Jean Luckowski

	Humanities & Cultural Studies
	Paul Muench

	Science & Math
	Ebo Uchimoto

	Social & Behavioral Science
	Doug Dalenberg


· A chair elect should be identified prior to the first Graduation Appeals Committee meeting the third week in September.  Serving on the Graduation Appeals Committee is an important function.  The Committee meets once a month and reviews approximately 200 appeals per year. There are three voting members (Chair, Chair-elect, and one student).  The immediate past chair is a non-voting member. 

· Mary Nielsen and Ruth Vanita (alternate) agreed to serve on the Academic Court. 

· The committee discussed the revised course form.  The revisions are to accommodate the need for programs to reference the common course matrix to see whether an equivalent course exists in the MUS prior assigning a course number.  Changes that are being proposed to common courses should also be identified to determine whether the course is no longer equivalent and should be given a unique number. Associate Provost Walker Andrews will be checking all new course proposals.  

· The Commissioner’s Office provided a common course number maintenance flow document.  This document should be simplified to address UM’s specific needs and then provided to department chairs.  A draft will be reviewed at the next meeting.

· The current bag number policy requires revisions due to common course numbering.  Not all the current bag numbers have a new assigned CCN number- Departmental Internships and Omnibus. (This was thought to be practicum at the meeting, but a follow-up email from Bill Macgregor had a slightly different list). It would be helpful to identify Departmental Internship (X90) and Omnibus (X93) courses to determine how prevalent the issue may be.   The Registrar will provide a list. Should this numbering be consistent with the MUS system given that these courses are variable and would not have equivalencies?  The Commissioner’s Office will be consulted for guidance as well. 
    
· The committee reviewed the current Computer Courses Policy approved in 1987 and determined it is outdated and should be deleted. 

· The current Guidelines for General Education Review should be reviewed and revised.  The General Education Committee will be charged with revising the policy. There is not currently a General Education Committee Liaison.  It was suggested that the chair of the committee attend ASCRC meetings as needed to provide updates.  It is difficult to find a faculty member to serve on both committees. Chair Lodmell will contact the Chair of the General Education Committee.  The bylaws will need to be revised at some point if this is the standard procedure.  

· Procedurally it would be helpful for subcommittee chairs to require resubmission of revised electronic forms, particularly when catalog language changes. The catalog is updated via the online forms, so it is important that the language be accurate.  This will assure that departments/programs are aware of the revisions. The committee discussed whether a new signed paper copy should also be required.  It was agreed that this was not necessary, unless significant revisions were made that required approval from the department chair and dean.     

Items pending from last spring:

· Dormant courses have not been reviewed for several years.  Interim Registrar Johnson indicated that the Registrar’s Office will provide a list to the committee after things have settled down.  A new policy was approved last year to guide the process. 

· The Undergraduate Advising Center is not an academic unit and should not have oversight of courses offered for credit. Courses should have academic oversight.  A workgroup will review the courses to determine whether they should offer academic credit/letter grade, and the appropriate unit to provide oversight.  Sharon O’Hare, Interim Director of the Office for Student Success will coordinate the groups’ efforts and report recommendations to ASCRC. Professor Beebe-Frankenberger volunteered and Professor Garthwait was nominated. 

· Last year, the chair of Geosciences recommended that ASCRC define the difference between a BS and BA.  Preliminary reviews of the catalog and archives, as well as degrees offered elsewhere suggest that there is not a clear distinction between a BS and BA.  For example UM offers a BS in Recreation Management and a BA in Physics.   The Geosciences Chair will be contacted to see whether he would like to comment or attend ASCRC to discuss the issue. 


· It would be helpful for ASCRC to be informed of the College of Technologies vision for curriculum development.  Professor Nielson will ask Cathy Corr, Chair of Applied Sciences whether she would like to meet with ASCRC. 

Good and Welfare 
· Interim Registrar Johnson reported that the online catalog should be assessable soon. The Registrar’s Office is still entering changes from programs.  A PDF will be available for departments/faculty to print. Copies will be provided to ASCRC members.  

The meeting was adjourned at 3:45.
