ASCRC Minutes 2/1/11

Members Present: B. Borrie, D. Dalenberg, M. Beebe-Frankenberger, C. Henderson, L. Higgins, C. Knight, M. Grimes, P. Muench, E. Uchimoto, K. Spika, J. Staub, A. Williams, K. Zoellner

Members Absent/Excused: B. Holzworth, S. Greymorning, J. Sanders, L. Sims, A. Walker-Andrews

Ex-Officio Present: D. Flamand (for B. Holzworth), E. Johnson, S. O’Hare 

Guests: N. Moisey, G. Weix

Chair Knight called the meeting to order at 2:10 p.m.  

The minutes from 11/30/10 were approved.       

Business Items:        

· Neil Moisey—Faculty Senate Chair—discussed the need for faculty to be involved with undergraduate program review.  The Board of Regents mandates a review of programs every seven years. Information regarding the process, schedule of programs to be reviewed and timeline are available on the Provost’s Web page.  Programs prepare a self-study and an external reviewer is hired to visit campus and assess the program.  Graduate Council provides an internal campus review for graduate programs, but there is not an equivalent review conducted for undergraduate programs.  ASCRC is charged with governing the undergraduate curriculum, so it should be involved with review of undergraduate programs.  It is important that faculty are involved with assessment, especially now that the budgeting cycle involves planning, budgeting, implementation and assessment. 

The Committee can determine how to best accomplish this task.  Graduate Council distributes the work according to the curriculum subcommittees.   The self-study and external reviewers report are posted to Blackboard for members to review.  A draft document (2-3 pages) is prepared by the subcommittee and then discussed by the Council as a whole.    

The Executive Committee of the Faculty Senate would like ASCRC to review two programs this spring as a pilot in order to develop procedures and determine the value of the review. The Honors College’s Dean has volunteered it to be one of the programs reviewed. 

Members asked several questions regarding the extent of the work and the value of the input. Members will be sent sample self-studies, external reviewer reports, Graduate Council procedures and reports to review. Discussion will continue next week regarding ASCRC’s role in program review. 

· The University Faculty Association has asked the Faculty Senate to endorse a memorandum of understanding pertaining to Dual Enrollment courses (courses taught at high school that receive both high school and college credit).  Currently, most of these are math and composition courses and are governed by the College of Technology.  The instructors have to meet the College of Technology’s requirements and have appropriate licensure to teach high school.  The following section of the MOU was endorsed by ASCRC and will be on the Faculty Senate agenda next week: 

Consistent with the terms of CBA (section 7.000) and past practices The University of Montana Faculty Senate/Academic Standards and Curriculum Review Committee (ASCRC) shall review and approve all curricula, including all dual enrollment programs and courses.  This includes any existing courses, curriculum and programs that are converted to dual enrollment.

Curriculum Follow-up
· The Social Science Subcommittee reviewed the revised course forms for ARAB 307 and 317, and they were approved.  A program modification for Women and Gender Studies was missing from the fall consent agenda, although it was reviewed by the Humanities subcommittee.  It was also approved. 

· The General Education Committee met on Monday and approved two pending courses. The consent agenda below was approved. 

· The Writing Committee received follow-up for three courses DBS requested to be added to their distributed upper-division writing requirement.  The additions were approved.  The full curriculum consent agenda is appended. 

· The Honors College Dean requested late consideration for a title change for HC 202.  The committee approved the change with 8 in favor, 2 opposed and 1 abstention.   There was  a question whether the Committee should enforce deadlines and what constitutes a reasonable request for late consideration. 

Cross-listing 
· The Cross-listing discussion was postponed due to the absence of Associate Provost Walker Andrews.  Registrar Johnson indicated there will be an enhancement to the course-conversion table that will identify all cross-listed courses. Associate Provost Walker-Andrews is working on the details of the procedure in order to maintain the spirit of cross-listing, given the mandate from the Board of Regents that courses have only one number.

Registrar’s concern
· The Registrar’s Office staff-members have some concerns regarding transfer course work from two-year colleges.  In particular, there is a 200-level Anatomy and Physiology course at the Flathead Community College that transfers to UM as a 300-level course.  The question is whether this course can be used to fulfill the 39 upper-division credit requirement.   If the major program has agreed that the course is equivalent, then the course should be considered upper-division.  The Registrar’s Office hopes that a blanket exception can be put in place for these students that does not entail graduation appeals.  Registrar Johnson will draft language for the Committee to consider next week.

· Professor Weix requests that ASCRC consider setting general standards for courses taught off campus.  She is developing a study-tour course and has found that there are no rules governing these courses.  Apparently as long as the chair and dean approve the course, it can be taught. She recommends a general review of courses taught off campus. There should be transparency for students.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:05 PM. 



	Davidson Honors College

	HC 122 E
	Ways of Knowing II
	New course
General Education Designation:  Ethics and Human Values & American and European

	HC 202
	Introduction to Civic Leadership
	Change title for Introduction to Student Leadership

	Anthropology

	ARAB 307
	Model Arab League Delegates
	New Course

	ARAB 317
	Model Arab League Staff
	New Course


	Division of Biological Sciences 

	Upper-division Writing Requirement
	Add BIOL 460, BIOB 425, BIOL 484 to distributed model 


	Women and Gender Studies

	Program Modification
	Update catalog language



