
ASCRC Minutes 3/1/11

Members Present: B. Borrie, D. Dalenberg, C. Henderson, K. Hoggatt, C. Knight, M. Grimes, P. Muench,  K. Spika, J. Staub, A. Williams, K. Zoellner

Members Absent/Excused: M. Beebe-Frankenberger, S. Greymorning, B. Holzworth, S. O’Hare, J. Sanders, E. Uchimoto, A. Walker-Andrews

Ex-Officio Present: E. Johnson 

Chair Knight called the meeting to order at 2:10 p.m.  

The minutes from 2/8/11 were approved with one abstention.       

Business Items:        

Academic Forgiveness Policy
· The Executive Committee of the Faculty Senate had some concerns regarding the draft policy.  ASCRC discussed these concerns and the recommended language changes.  The draft and form were further amended and approved (appended below).  The policy will go to the Faculty Senate next week.  

Curriculum Follow-up
· Japanese Film (JPNS 371) was approved.  The Humanities subcommittee received a revised form and syllabus and was satisfied.    

Program Review Discussion
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Chair Knight spoke to Faculty Senate Chair Neil Moisey about helping the committee beyond the impasse it had reached in its discussion of the part it had been asked by ECOS to play in program review. Chair Moisey emphasized that (1) this is an opportune time with the new leadership, and (2) faculty involvement in the process will make the case more compelling in Helena. Further, faculty should take responsibility for the curriculum; and assessing the effectiveness of curriculum is a part of program review. 

It was decided that Chair Knight would meet with ECOS to explain ASCRC’s concerns.  If faculty are going to be involved in program review it should be meaningful, the thought being that Graduate Council’s currents reviews, offered by ECOS as a model, erred on the side of being cursory. It was suggested that a faculty committee should review the self-study and meet with the program’s faculty and chair. This form of involvement would be a semester-long commitment that should be recognized and compensated.  There might, however, be a potential for unwished for political consequences with this model—all the more reason, then, that there should be agreement on the purpose and benefit of the review. If the Faculty Senate is serious about the need for faculty involvement, then it should request resources and support for a sustainable and meaningful process from the administration. 


Film Course Guidelines 
· Courses in the Film Studies Program generally meet for two 140 minute sessions. Co-Chair Sean O’Brien conveyed this information to Professor Muench via email in response to his informational query.  However, Chair O’Brien would like to meet with the Program Committee to discuss whether this current practice should be codified. The committee will discuss the matter and forward a response to ASCRC. Here’s an excerpt from the correspondence:

The 140-minutes session allows adequate time to view
a film per week without cutting significantly into instructor's contact
time.  Film Studies faculty are not required to show a film per week,
however, nor are they required to hold an additional lecture if they are
not screening a film that week.  Instructors are also free to hold two
lectures in a row or show two films in row, if that is what they deem
most effective during certain parts of the class.  The main point of
doubling class time sessions is to allow adequate time for both
screenings and lecture/discussions.

We have identified neither a minimum nor a maximum number of films that
can be screened during a semester within a single course, as the number
varies dramatically according to playing time, focus and approach.

Other scheduling options available to Film Studies instructors include
scheduling class time according to the traditional scheduling (three
50-minute periods or two 80-minute periods) to be devoted primarily to
lecture/discussion, plus scheduling an evening viewing of the film.

· Registrar Johnson indicated that the 140-minute time slot is difficult to schedule.  Then the committee touched on the discrepancy of contact time between MWF
courses (150 minutes) and TTH courses (160 minutes), the latter, for instance, meeting 190 minutes more than the former during the course of this semester.

Members expressed concern that film-study guidelines allow for flexibility given the constrains of disciplines.  One suggestion was for the guidelines to be an internal document and not enforced as a policy, but provided to faculty when the use of film in a course seems to be outside the norm. 

The current review process seems to have been successful in the case of the Japanese Film course.  Faculty are mentored to include acceptable contact time, reading materials, and or rigor in order for the course to be approved.  

ASCRC will wait to hear from committee. 


The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 PM. 





Procedure Number:	203.01
Procedure: 		Academic Forgiveness Policy
Date Adopted:					   
Last Revision:		
		
Approved by:		Faculty Senate
		
1. A University of Montana – Missoula undergraduate who returns to the university after a minimum absence of three years and completes 30 credits of academic study with a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5 is eligible for Academic Forgiveness. 

2. Academic Forgiveness allows a student who has met the requirements in statement #1 to select a prior semester or semesters he/she wishes to have excluded from calculation in the cumulative GPA.  The semester(s) chosen must have occurred prior to his/her return to the university.

3. Receiving Academic Forgiveness for a semester or semesters results in all credits and grades earned in the semester to be excluded from the student’s GPA calculation. A student will not be allowed to select specific grades and credits to retain while excluding others earned within the same semester.  The excluded courses and grades will remain on the transcript; however, they may not be used to fulfill any university requirements.

4. Only The University of Montana – Missoula grades and credits will be excluded. 

5. A student will be granted Academic Forgiveness only one time.

6. Students who receive Academic Forgiveness will be bound by the University Catalog in effect at the time of their return to The University or any subsequent catalog in accordance with University policy.

7. Students wishing to apply for Academic Forgiveness will contact the Registrar’s Office for the appropriate form. The Registrar’s Office will be responsible for verifying eligibility and notifying the student of approval. 

8. Other options exist for students who have not left the University such as course repeat, withdrawals, and other mechanisms listed under academic policies in the catalog.  

9. The Registrar submits an annual report to ASCRC on the number of students granted Academic Forgiveness.

[image: umlogostretch450mw] Request for Academic Forgiveness 
Allow 30 days for evaluation and processing of request.
	Identification:

	Student (Full legal Name) :
	

	Student ID Number:
	

	Information:

	1. Date of re-entry as a student at The University of Montana – Missoula
	

	2. Number of credits completed since re-entering The University of Montana – Missoula
	

	3. Cumulative GPA for work since re-entering The University of Montana - Missoula
	

	4. Previous and/or Maiden Name(s):
	

	5. Dates of prior enrollment as a student at The University of Montana - Missoula
	

	6. Which semester or semesters from your prior enrollment would you like forgiven? 
	

	7. (Optional) Provide any additional information you would like considered.

	

	Certification:

	I have read and understand the criteria for Academic Forgiveness. 
I understand that, if approved, my new GPA will exclude grades and credits for selected semester(s) earned at The University of Montana – Missoula. 
I understand that the forgiven grades will remain on the transcript, but may not be used to fulfill any university requirements.
	Signature
	Date

	
	
	

	Endorsement
	
	

	Student’s Advisor
	
	

	Department Chair
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