Faculty Library Committee Meeting Minutes 10/18/10


Members present: D. Affleck, S. Brown, C. Exley, A. James, K. James, A. Klene, D. Patterson

Ex-Officio present: Dean Allen

Members absent/excused: B. Brown, J. Burroughs, D. Mackey, A. Wilcox

The meeting was called to order at 4:10 p.m. 

The minutes from 9/20/10 were amended and approved.  

Business Item:

· The Committee continued its discussion of the charge.  Chair James and Dean Allen reviewed the background information from when the current charge was approved by the Faculty Senate.  At the time the faculty felt the committee did not serve any purpose and was attempting to reinvigorate the committee.  Unfortunately the library faculty were not included until late in the process, so the item was rather contentious.

Chair James also met with the Executive Committee of the Faculty Senate to better understand the intent of the revision.  The charges of standing committees are included in the Faculty Senate bylaws and should include why the committee exists.  Detailed procedures will more appropriately be available in a procedures manual. 

The current committee spends a considerable amount of time on communication, and very little time on actionable items.  Committee members need to have an understanding of the library’s service and functions in order to advocate for the library. The library can serve as a communication avenue for constituents.  However, when things are going well, it will likely not hear from constituents.  If a faculty member has a complaint he or she will likely go straight to the President or the Library Dean.  Students may go to ASUM or the Kaimin. The Library Dean indicates that the committee is valuable as an advisory group.  

It was questioned whether oversight of the committee should reside in the Faculty Senate.  The committee may recommend that it be reconfigured to have oversight from another authority such as Academic Affairs.  Although the library dean oversees the affiliated campuses libraries, the only purview of the Faculty Senate is the Mansfield Library which includes the library at the College of Technology. 

Although the title of the committee is the Faculty Library Committee, its scope is broader and also represents students and staff.  Therefore, the committee recommends that the title be changed to the University Library Committee so it is clear that it represents other groups.  The committee recommended revisions to the charge language.  A revised copy (below) will be sent electronically for members to vote  [Five members voted].  It will be presented to ECOS this week and likely will go before the Senate with the comprehensive bylaw revision in December. 


University Library Committee Charge

The University Library Committee, a standing committee of the Faculty Senate, serves primarily as a conduit for communication between the Mansfield Libraries and the University community regarding matters that impact the University’s academic mission.  The University Library Committee also acts as an advocate for and advisory group to the Mansfield Libraries and its stakeholders to support the common goal of ensuring the library’s excellence as an essential support for learning and research. 

· Communication:  The University Library Committee (ULC) communicates between the Faculty Senate and the libraries’ administration. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Advocacy:  The ULC advocates on behalf of the development and maintenance of the libraries’ resources and services as well as the needs of library stakeholders, including faculty, students and staff, especially as communicated through the Faculty Senate.  Additionally, the committee reviews library matters as they relate to the University’s academic mission. 
· Review:  The ULC reviews the annual libraries acquisitions budget and strategic plan.  The committee participates in the selection and periodic evaluations of the Dean of Libraries.  The committee also participates in the accreditation processes affecting or involving the Mansfield Libraries. 


The meeting was adjourned at 5:10 p.m. 


