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                                               February 3, 2016, GBB 202, 12:10 – 1:00 PM

Members Present:  B. Bach, L. Broberg, F. Brown, C. Dumke, L. Frey L. Gray, A. Kinch, G. Lind, C. Palmer C. Stanick, K. Swift
Members Absent/Excused: R. Arouca X. Chu, T. Gupta, C. Orion, 
Ex Officio Members Present: J. Lane, S. Whittenburg


Call to Order
· The minutes from 12/9/15 were approved.  
Communication

· There were 20 FTE TA cuts rather than 29 as outlined in the President’s Budget Forum. These are distributed through units.  The breakdown was provided to the Faculty Senate leadership and has been posted to the website.   The Council’s letter, faculty comments, and Vice President Whittenburg helped to negotiate the lower number. 

· Chair Kinch heard from a DBS faculty member that several faculty did not agree with the statements in the last paragraph.  They believe the external reviewer was biased toward OBE.   The department has been invited to either supply an addendum or suitable language to replace what is currently in the document. 

·  The Bertha Morton deadline is Friday.  Unfortunately the notification was sent late and did not follow the dates outlined in the procedure.  Departments should have received information regarding their eligibility numbers.  Camie will get the spreadsheet and the total in the fund for scholarships from the Graduate School and distribute it to the Council.  Materials will be forwarded to departments from the Graduate School on February 16th.  Materials are due back from departments on March 7th.     

· The deans would like to have both a fall and spring deadline for curriculum review.  Chair Kinch met with the Provost, ASCRC Chair, and the Faculty Senate leadership to discuss this and the changes to the Board of Regents curriculum review.   The notes from the meeting will be forwarded.  In general the Council is not in favor of a spring review.   ASCRC was also not in favor of this change and felt the earlier review by the deans and Provost’s Office was not their purview, but supported this.  It was willing to revisit the issue if CourseLeaf simplified the process.  Unfortunately,  there is no funding to purchase the curriculum development piece.  The current practice is to allow curriculum review in the spring with a justification of the special circumstances.  In general the curriculum committees have reviewed these requests as long as they were in the best interest of the students.  The level I and II forms will need to be revised to include the signature of the Graduate School Dean.   The relationship between the Graduate School and the Provost’s Office needs to be clarified.  The Council could think about revising the curriculum review process language to clarify what type of reviews / justifications would be appropriate for the spring.  

· The revised enrollment management plan was sent for members to review.  Any suggestions should be sent to VP Whittenburg. 

Business Items

· The Graduate School had an inquiry as to whether student’s undergraduate work was considered in the Bertha Morton application.   Pre-enrollment accomplishments are considered, but the significance is weighed in terms of actual value of the student’s trajectory. 

· Several items were missed in the fall consent curriculum consent agenda.  Subcommittee Chairs were asked to review the draft February Curriculum Consent agenda to make sure the items listed were reviewed and approved.  One course, PSCI 582, World Economy had not been reviewed.  This will be removed from the consent agenda and the social science subcommittee will take a look at it.  

· A late proposal was received from the Natural Resources Conflict Resolution Program to reduce the credits from 18 to 12. The justification for the need is that the program does not have the resources to teach the additional core course.  The schools subcommittee reviewed the form and recommended approval.  The Council concurred.  It will be included on the February consent agenda. 

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m.
