Graduate Council Meeting Minutes
                                               March 23, 2016, GBB 202, 12:10 – 1:00 PM

Members Present:  B. Bach, L. Broberg, F. Brown, C. Dumke, L. Frey, L. Gray, A. Kinch, C. Palmer, C. Stanick, K. Swift
Members Absent/Excused: X. Chu, T. Gupta, G. Lind, C. Orion 
Ex Officio Members Present: S. Whittenburg

Call to Order
The minutes from March 2nd were approved.
Communication
· The IIP MOU with Montana Tech will be presented at the April 13th meeting when Raquel can join us. 
· ASUM created a Graduate and Professional Student Committee.  VP Whittenburg was instrumental in this outcome.  The details will be discussed at the next meeting when Genevieve is in attendance.
Business Items
· The Council approved Psychology’s request to grant School Psychology students full-time status while enrolled in Internship PSYX588.  The year internship is a requirement of the accrediting body.  If students are not allowed to be considered full-time their loans go into repayment status.  The equivalent internship course for the Clinical Psychology program was approved in March 2013 after Professor Haddad visited with the Council.  At that time there was a brief discussion regarding the need for a broader fix for other analogous situations when students are required to work outside the university.   It was decided that the situations must be dealt with on a case-by-case basis to determine the proper approach.  The memo from Psychology is appended.  

· Chair Kinch drafted language for the TOEFL score change for admissions approved at the last meeting.  The language below was approved.  There is still some question regarding the acronym IELS.  Chair Kinch will make some inquires.  The language was approved and will go to the Faculty Senate in April. 

       PROPOSED LANGUAGE FOR ENGLISH REQUIREMENTS
Applicants whose native language is not English, must submit TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language), IELTS (International English Language Testing System) or MELAB (Michigan English Language Assessment Battery) scores to be admitted as a graduate nondegree or graduate degree seeking student. Applicants scoring at least 550 on the TOEFL PBT, 80 on the TOEFL IBT or 6.5 on the IELTS may be unconditionally admitted to a university graduate program, provided they meet that program's application standards. If applicants have lower scores, they can apply for conditional admission, provided they are academically eligible, and their score is at least 525 on the TOEFL PBT, 70 on the TOEFL IBT or 6.0 IELTS.  Graduate students conditionally admitted to the university must enroll in and complete IELS, and then score sufficiently high on an English proficiency exam to gain unconditional admission to the university.  Applicants should consult with individual programs to see if there are higher standards for English proficiency in their chosen program. 

Applicants who are graduates of English-speaking universities are not required to take the TOEFL, IELTS or MELAB, however, applicants must submit scores for the graduate administration test required by the program (i.e. GRE/GMAT). In some programs the TOEFL, IELTS or MELAB scores may substitute for GRE scores (check with the department).
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The Council determined which applicants would receive the Bertha Morton scholarships.  One fellowship (Miller) will be awarded.   The list is below.  The Council would consider converting some of the funds to TA or RA slots. VP Whittenburg will consult with the Foundation to see whether this is possible given the specific terms of Bertha Morton’s donation.  


	Billings
	Gleason
	Moore
	Riel

	Busby
	Groh
	Nazeri
	Riordan

	Costanzo
	Johnston
	O’Connor
	Sells

	Cramer
	Laue
	Oost
	Vanderpool

	Crotteau
	McManamen
	Pushaw
	Weinmann

	Duke
	Metz
	Repke
	Wilcox





· There will not be a meeting next week.  We are still waiting for program review materials from Forestry and it doesn’t look like Speech Language Pathology will be submitted until next academic year. The committee will need to decide on a chair for next year soon.  Chair Kinch and Professor Bach will be on sabbatical.  Members should consider whether they would be willing to serve. 

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 1:02 p.m.
