Proposed Change to the International Baccalaureate Policy, Faculty Senate 10/2010
The University of Montana recognizes IB achievement and awards eight credits for each Higher Level exam passed with an examination score of 4 or higher. The University does not grant credit for Standard Level examinations, unless they are taken as a component of the full Diploma. Enrollment Services-Admissions will provide students with an evaluation of their credits upon receipt of official scores. 

The University of Montana will offer 30 credits (maximum) to all incoming students who have received a Diploma with a score of 30 or better, with no individual exam scores lower than 4. These credits will normally be distributed as electives, although students who desire credit for specific UM courses, including approved General Education courses, may petition the applicable department. The 30 credits cannot be used toward upper-division coursework. Additional information can be found from Enrollment Services-Admissions. 
It is the student’s responsibility to provide all necessary relevant materials (eg syllabi of courses taken, titles of texts, etc.) needed to adequately evaluate the quality of transferred courses. It is also the responsibility of the student to identify the courses at UM for which they want to replace with their courses.(eg general education courses) 

Policy approved February 2008:
The University of Montana recognizes IB achievement and awards eight credits for each higher level exam passed with examination scores of five or higher. The University does not grant credit for standard level examinations. Enrollment Services—Admissions will provide students with an evaluation of their credits upon receipt of official scores.

The University of Montana will offer a maximum of 30 credits to all incoming students who have received a Diploma with a minimum score of 5 on each exam. The 30 credits will be distributed as electives. Students desiring credit for specific UM courses must petition the applicable department. The 30 credits cannot be used toward upper-division coursework. Additional information can be found from Admissions.

Rationale for modification:
· 4 exams could lead to 32 credits, yet the diploma is 6 courses (6 exams). 
· The Diploma consists of 3 or 4 Higher Level and 2 or 3 Standard Level exams, so disallowing credit for any standard level exam across the board isn’t consistent with the structure for a Diploma.
· Diploma students can receive a total of 45 points; a student with fewer than 24 points does not receive a diploma. A point count rather than a by-exam policy for the Diploma is reasonable. It is common for colleges/universities (e.g. Oregon State, Barnard College, Berkeley, U. of Florida) to use total number of points. Some schools use a combination: U. of Minnesota says “30 or more diploma points and no scores lower than 4.” A grade of 1 is not accepted toward an IB Diploma, so a student cannot obtain a 24 by making 7s on 3 exams and 1s on the remainder.

· Students should be able to obtain credit for Gen Ed courses. For example, the Physics department judged that the IB Physics course and exam demonstrated an equivalency to “a yearlong algebra based general physics course without a lab,” specifically 121N-122N, (10 credits w/ lab, 8 credits without/IB equivalent). 

Additional Information:

· Only Flathead High School currently participates in the IB program, but school systems in Missoula, Helena and Billings are considering adding such a curriculum. Such a step will provide enriched and more rigorous opportunities to Montana students, so UM should be supportive of the establishment of such programs.
· In response to a question raised at the ECOS meeting, a study conducted by W. Kolb (U of Florida) found that IB students earned higher grades in second-year courses than students who had taken freshman courses at the same university. 

· The mean ACT for IB students in 2004 was 27.1; the mean SAT 1274. For Diploma students these averages were 27.8 and 1309.
· The number of Diplomas awarded worldwide in May 2006 was about 18,000, with a mean Diploma score of 29.89 and a mean exam score of 4.74.

· Policies for acceptance of IB exams vary across campuses, but 4 is accepted by Montana State University [attached], the University of Texas at Austin [attached], University of Colorado, University of Wisconsin, Rutgers University; Stanford requires 5; Duke requires 6; Williams College, Yale University, and Amherst College only award advanced standing, no credit. 
· According to a 2003 Student Survey, in 2003 Amherst College accepted 18.0% of all applicants, 28% of IB students. Cornell University 29.0% overall; 47% IB. Duke 25.0% overall; 36.2% IB.

Final Important Point:

· The average IB student is in the top 10% nationally (based on ACT scores). If we discourage these students from applying/accepting UM because of our policies, we are effectively ensuring that the overall pool of applicants is less qualified. These students have attractive options at other universities that accept IB students with substantial credits.
Proposed Analysis:

An analysis should be conducted to assess the performance of students who enter UM with IB credit for a period of 3 years.  At which time the policy will be re-evaluated. Specifically, obtain data regarding each entering student’s IB scores, ACT/SAT scores, high school GPA, 1st semester GPA, GPA at the end of the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd years, and performance in specific coursework related to the IB credits (e.g., performance in Natural Science courses for students with Physics exam credit) and conduct subsequent analyses to determine whether out cutoff scores are appropriate.
