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Maximum Offerings
A specific Special Topics course may be offered a maximum of three times. Each semester, the Registrar will run a report of special topics courses offered three times.  The report will be submitted to ASCRC.  The Faculty Senate Administrative Associate will format the report and notify departments that the courses may not be offered a fourth time unless a justification for compelling special circumstances is approved by ASCRC.  
Catalog Language
The following Standard catalog Language will be entered into the catalog at the request of departments wishing to add a special topics course to the catalog.   Departments may change the repeatability or the wording by submitting a course form by the fall curriculum review deadline.  
U x291 Special Topics Variable cr. (R-6) Offered intermittently. Experimental offerings of visiting professors, experimental offerings of new courses, or one-time offerings relating to current problems or new developments in the discipline.
Normally special topics/ experimental courses should not be part of specifed requirements for a major or minor, but may be counted as electives.
Rationale
Special Topics/ Experimental Courses  allow department flexibility in developing curriculum and provide a mechanism for visiting faculty to teach courses without going through the formal review process.   The course number should not take the place of a permanent offering to avoid campus review. 

Students must be guaranteed access to required courses. Therefore, required courses should normally have permanent course numbers.   Special Topics / Experimental courses may be listed in a group of suggested or required classes or may substitute for a requirement e.g. “provided that they have a suitable content (consult the department advisor)”.
Schedule and Transcript Language
All special topics or experimental courses will include“ST:” as the title prefix. 


The inclusion of the ST in the title will distinguish the Special Topics/Experimental course that has not been reviewed from permanent courses that may have the same title. 
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