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Graduate programs differ from undergraduate programs in that they require a greater depth of study and increased demands on student intellectual or creative capacity beyond the undergraduate level (NWCCU Standard 2.C.12). A graduate course, therefore, should include content beyond that of an undergraduate course and should be constructed to challenge and edify students who already possess knowledge of the discipline equal to that of a typical undergraduate degree recipient in the field.
A co-convened graduate course is a graduate course that will include, as a majority of its content, concurrent attendance in a 400-level class. The graduate course must comprise significant experiences and content beyond what is required in the companion 400-level course.
In general, co-convened graduate courses should:
1. Provide opportunity for significant interaction among graduate students and/or between graduate student(s) and the faculty member teaching the course.
2. Require a higher level of cognitive processing. Frequently, graduate courses will contain significant communication, writing, and speaking requirements, as well as required and suggested readings of research and scholarship in the discipline.
3. Require an extensive theoretical base in the discipline or present core or important peripheral components of the discipline at an advanced level. 
4. Have a separate and distinct syllabus specifying learning objectives, content, and assessment procedures.
5. Require upper division prerequisites.
Approval Procedures:  At the time of submitting an application for a co-convening course, both the graduate and undergraduate syllabi should be submitted to Graduate Council along with a new course form.  The following requirements must be met for approval of a co-convening course:
1. Syllabi for the graduate sections should represent more extensive student learning outcomes and a higher degree of rigor parallel to the other graduate courses in the same academic program.
2. The graduate course must require graduate students to complete extra assignments or work that is appropriately greater than the co-convening undergraduate students. 
3. The course must provide opportunities for graduate and undergraduate students or cohorts to meet separately to discuss or explore the material at a level appropriate to their experience.
The following are not required but are examples of more extensive learning for graduate students:
· Graduate students may assume a leadership role assigned by the instructor, which might include mentoring undergraduate students, lecturing or presenting units of study, or supervising class projects.
· Graduate students may conduct more extensive research and/or research beyond the scope of the undergraduate class and present this to the class.
· Graduate students may be expected to respond to exam questions that require a more in-depth analysis and response (e.g., essay questions).
· Graduate students may submit papers for publications where undergraduates (typically) do not.
· Graduate students may attend separate and/or additional lab sessions.

The following administrative procedures should be observed when offering a co-convening course:
· No graduate course may co-convene without approval of the Graduate Council.  A new course form will be used to facilitate this approval.
· Only 400-level and 500-level courses can be co-convened.
· No co-convening graduate course can be paired with a course that has a (UG) catalogue designation.
· A student should not receive credit for a 5XX graduate course if he/she has already completed the companion co-convened 4XX course. 
· Co-convening courses should have a distinct catalogue designation, with the same last two digits.  ex: 586 (C) when listed to reflect that the course meets with a 486 (U).
· The graduate co-convened course should include in its catalogue language reference to the undergrad co-convened course, as well as specification of additional content and learning objectives.

The following option is avilable for programs that determine the content of a 300-level course is essential to a graduate degree.  

· Departments can offer a 592 Independent Study course that requires attendance and completion of a 300-level course when the content of the course is determined to be essential to the graduate degree. The 592 designation will serve as placeholder for these atypical Independent Study  courses, and may only be taken for up to six credits campus-wide if counted towards a graduate degree.   

· Each 592 course will have its own section and syllabus. 
· The 592 course description will include a statement like “Students will obtain basic knowledge in X by attending  3xx and will expand upon this base through additional work assigned through this 592 course.” This will be followed by a description of the additional work. 
· If the 300 level course is not in the degree granting department, the supporting department will be consulted. 
Exceptions
A graduate program may petition for individual course exceptions to these policies.  The petition should demonstrate how, due to unique circumstances, compliance with these policies will have an adverse effect on the ability of the program to deliver quality graduate education.  The Graduate Council will consider such petitions and will make recommendations to the Graduate School whether to allow the requested exception(s).  The Associate Provost of Graduate Education will decide whether to grant the requested exception(s).

Pedagogical  Challenge Adendum
	Any co-convening course is a pedagogical challenge, but it’s a challenge that is fruitful and that can be met.
	The major problem is that the students in such a class constitute two audiences that differ in experience and academic background. To some extent most any course represents such a challenge. Students usually bring different talents and skills to an undergraduate or graduate course. The pedagogical challenge grows when it’s a UG course, and it is most demanding in a 400/500 co-convening course.
	The challenge needs to be acknowledged at the beginning of the course, and its benefits should be presented as well. The undergraduates may be more intrigued and tested in such a course, and the graduate students may find that some of the things that they had learned to take for granted are more problematic than they had assumed and that some things they thought they understood they didn’t understand incisively. 
	The instructor might want to make clear that what often is a reminder for the graduate students will be new for the undergraduates and that the undergraduates will have to take the time to study and catch up on that topic.
	When the balance of instruction tips toward undergraduate material, it’s desirable that the graduate students be convened and taught separately for limited periods. When the balance shifts toward graduate material, it would be good to have help sessions for the undergraduates, and the graduate students should be invited to conduct them. And more generally, the graduate students should be encouraged to mentor undergraduates, and the undergraduates should turn for help to the graduate students throughout the course.
	Instructors of co-convening courses should be aware of these issues, but it’s finally up to each instructor how exactly to deal with them.
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