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Full-time credit load (undergraduate) 

One term of full time studies in France is about 15-20 hours per week. At French universities, 
15 in-class contact hours is equal to one credit at The University of Montana. To earn 15 UM 
semester credits, students should enroll in 225 hours of classes. To earn a minimum full time 
load of 12 credits, students must enroll in 180 hours of classes. 

If the French institution uses the European Credit Transfer System (ECTS), students should 
take 30 ECTS credits per semester, transferring as 15 UM credits. A minimum full time load 
per semester is 24 ECTS credits, which will transfer as 12 UM credits. 

Grade conversion 

French Grade U.S./UM Equivalent 

14-20 A 

12-13.9 B+ 

11-11.9 B 

10.5-10.9 B- 

10.1-10.4 C+ 

10 C 

9-9.9 C- 

8-8.9 D 

0-7.9 F 

Upper division 

Upper division credit may be granted upon approval by your advisor/department chair upon 
your return to The University of Montana. Save your coursework and class syllabi to earn such 

approval. 

Other notes 

Generally the highest grades awarded by French professors are 14 or 15. Grades of 10 or 9 

are satisfactory. Students need an average of 10 out of 20 to pass the year at university. 
Grading varies greatly from subject to subject. It should be known that the French grading 
system is very strict and students often do not receive high marks. 

 


