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SUB.t[C'l': Sgpplenrentirl$uitlance to fulilitary Boartls for Cotrection olMilitaryflltrilr'al

Recor.6s Copsielcling Discharge LJpgrade llequests by Veterans Claiming l'ost
'li'atttrtatic Strcss l)isorclcr

Itecerrt attcltiort has bccu focusqd upon thc petitions of Vietuam veteratw to N4ilitary

Departrircnt Boar.cls I'or Car.rcetion ot'Milirnrl,Naval ltecorrls (BCM/NR) for the prtrposcs of

u1l[ractirrg r6eir clisclrarges basctlou clainrs ot';rrcviously unrcci:gnizecl Post Tratttnatic Stress

oiio,*hrlt'l'SD). ln tlicsc cases, lvl'.SD rvns not recognized as a tliagtosis at the tinte of service

a*rl, irr *ulpy cr6es, clinguoses \\el'e nol ntadc rtntil qlccades after sen'ice rras complcled. 'fo help

",r*,r,. 
eousls{errcy u"ro"** the Services, ltris nretttornrulrtnt l}lovidgs stlpplerl:etrlal policy

guidauce lor tlCN4RlNRs ott tltesc applications'

llCIr4lNRs rvill I'ully *1d crrrelully consider ei,ety pelition based on Pl'SD brortgttt try

cach *etsrarr. 't'his inclucles n courprclreri$ive rcvics, cf all uraterials and evirlence provided by

ir.,. p"tiiio,"r, euitc ol'lerr, liorvcvcr, the recortls olservice ruettrbers rvho served lrefore P'rsD

*,asrecognizrcl, iriclurlirrgihor" rvho served irr llre vielnant theater, do ttot contain substatttive

itrlorrrration concerning lrlcdical corrtlilions in cither Service ttealmettt rcconls or lrersottnel

rccorrls. lt lurs rlerefoL bcerr extrcnlely tliflicult to documeut couditions tlmt tbrrn a bnsis for

initigntion irr llurritive, aclnrinistrutive, or otlter legal aclions or- to establislr a nextts between

pTSD ancl the *riscor,ih,or urrterlying the Servicc nrcrrrbcr's disclrarge rvith a characterizaliort of

sen,ice of unclcr o{lter tharr honotrtblc conditiorts'

IICMA-IRs flre nol courts, nor flrc they invcsligativc ngencies. 'lb assist the BCM/NRs in

tlre g,icrv of records arrd to cnsuro lirtcliry ol'the rcvict' protocol in tlrese cases, tlte

*,,ppi*ni*ntnl poticy gqidancc rvhich dctails nredical cottsiderations, rnitigatirrg lhctors, atrd

piiirJu,*, t'oi revieti is providcd (Attaclrmcnt). This guidance is not intended to interfere rvitlr

or inrpede r6e Boa;its' statutory inieplnrleucc ro correct crfol's or lemove irrjtrstices through the

correctiott of rnilitary rccoxls.

This poliey grridance, rvhiclr is irrtended to ease the apptication process for vcterans rr4to

nre seeki'g redrrss ind assisi thc Bonrcls irr reaching thir and cousistent resrtlts in these diffictrlt

cases, shall t , n""o,iifopiccl by a putrlic nrcssagingi*rrrpaigrr by thc Scrvices thlorrghout 2014

arrd 20t5 t6at is targcic(l torvrrr.d vercmns g*,,1i* trnd leverages existing relatioBships rtith the

DelrarLttretrt ol Vclerarrs Allhirs.

lvlilitary Dcpartnre*t Secrcturics slrall direul iuuucdiate itul:lenlentation of this guidarrce

and rcpolt ott cottt;lliartcc rvith this gtridartcc rvithin 45 tlays'
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