


seami, ha added, That we have oulgrown the one houss leglislarTure

Loy anka

Framik iy mamy things in the propesed sew comstitution for Mom—

Np—— R

e hawe The power now fo ssesd the pressst comsritutles if i)
sen nedded snd have Freguently done so through the ysars This
eams Like the best way fo travel im protectimg Moatans and Mon=

ranans instead of saddling us with the ssny dangers that arve in the
propheed OEW et EuE Lon.

Highway Fonds Throatened

Is discusning the proposed new Montans Constitetion I think it
nly right te recognise Uhe dedicarion smd homest effort put forth

vy ouf comvesiion delegates. It is enfortamate C[hat subject and
cime priovitiss 41d st allow thes [he meceszary
far reaihing cffecis of some of their concle

= lomE . Delsy ia passage of this sew comstits-
ticn would allow cwr citizens to stwly and thor-
osughly enderatand all rhe implications of this
document, GCood portiona could chan be amended
inte our present comstitution, amd the change
would be grodual instead of & dangerous leap
into the unknown and the untried.

One section of the new Constitution which I feel
is particularly damaging to rural people iz the
section on highay fending. Under owr pressat
Robexl F. Dt comstitution highusy fends camset b sced for
any othet purpose. This restriciios was passed
in 1956 with a ) 1J/T to | sargin by the woters of Montana. iIs che
v comsficution the leglalature cam by & )/5 wote drow on highuay
fundw for any purpose. This provision was placed in the male body
of the documint in spite of the many organizations and Individuals
who appeared bBefore its committess asking thar i he a sida issus,
so the people could again wote to safeguard their highway Ffunds.
Timing of euch a provision is particularly bad also, as the Federal
Government has announced that as the interstate system s completed
more matching funds will become avallable for primary asnd secondary
roads. This of course is what you and 1 have been waiting for;
bhowever, i Mostans spends its share of matching sonsys on other
things such as welfare, presral goverssent of aoy other of # =yrisd
of things, we will oot be able to match the federal asd our primary
ind secondary programs will come to s stand szill.

It is the opimion of many people that our gas fam is the omly
tax ww got back directly is better roads asd highways. The sors
¥0u use the rosds the sore you pay-—if you don't use them you don't
pay. What could be fairer?

Farm to market rosds are the lifeblood of our economy amd 1o
fer one will not vote fer a document that will seriously jecpardize
or &t the least dilute our important rosds program.




Business & Homeowners Unprotected

Wile there are nany legltisate chjectioms to che propossd

santana contlrmtion 1 waRt o discuss (wo of prise interest g4
Roatana pecple. Ume I3 The wamdalory snrial leglslarive senslons
- provision sritten inte the docomsent. The oohar

is cercain provisions in the revesss sectiss

If the prople of Mostana pass the proposed con-
gifration e will have sooal sessioms of e

seprans lrginlatefe

el o f § ks egizlatures teod to cawe jne
lalsbyuintes who comstmmtly prossoe sld-
salic snproditures Insitesd of pie Lan

st e imcrrases ourrescly being
rrars these ioscreasss Wwill -
Andma l coasipes Chemeslves will

sp sa geditioas]l S$1.000.000 a vear amdl savhe

In sddition snowal wessions will brisg

t Cpilh laditsc® anout AT lzgizlative employess whsreas
— years [of the duratiom of the sssslaa.
o jund @ spharp (ncreass in sials o
JEIELE would literally be a [ull vise occups-
tion for state agencies, burssus, jeparitments and [Ratlbellows,
rather than occuring every Lwo years Unfortunately the end cesult
al annual sessions would mean a lowering of the quality of our pes-
ple serving in the leglalature. Mapy people simply would not be
gbl# to leave thelr husiness every year for extended leglalative
seanlons. Whatewer problems we have in cur leglalature today, can,
im my oplalon, be salved by extendlng the sessions beyvond 60 daye,

There are many serious objections to the Revenus and Finance
Aridels ¥ilt, as far a8 the business commnity and homsowmer I8
concerned. The new Article eliminates county Boarcs of Equallsa-
tion, the State Board of Equalization and provides the state is Fe=
quired te appraisec, sssess and equalise the valuation or all tas-
ile pEropeEfiy. This means that & large force of appralsers and
superviscrs would have to be hired and pald for by the Stete to do
the job that i1s currently breing performed locally. The Hontasa
legizlaturs would have (o ectablish sn sarirely oew lmTESCTACY [0
hamdle sspessment cgualisation emd appeal procedures. The mw
Article eliminates any linit on property tCaxatiom, like striking
the Imill limitation La (he currest comstitmtion.

This means the & mill tax for sspport of the Dmiversity Sy
tem wtuld not have o be woled om by the people and che jaglale-
ture could lmpose amy mesber of mills oa property for wseppert of
the Bniversicy System. The legislsture could levy a property G
of any smcunt for =mpport of the peblic schools om statewide basis.

U there vas an sapasse over revesse  the legislaters could sisply
impose 2 statewide property tam te balamce the state’s gemsral fusd
undar the proposed comstitution. 3




The series number printed in this volume is incomect. The
Montana State Constitution should be listed as Number 33
in the series Reference Guides to the State Constitutions of
the United States.
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rher demgrross proposal is the legislarers cas credls state
} wote, slininating yoor right > woie oa bomd [sesaw.

d 4 the pressnt coaatlis lom naa delbi limites for comsties, cilties
e o s the propased ¢omstitution has oo essch lisicetions Bet
sllows the lgislature (o sstablish debt Limits N0 Properly owmet
wld pessibly fesl safe with bond limitations sscablished by the

legislature subject to change each year with annual sessions.

Gndar the presént consCituclon highway gas tames and ocher
seet Funds camnor be diverted from higheay purposes. The jifdposed
pascitution provides that wits VW5 wvote of tie leglslavere pas
ranes con be diverted Ia other worde if the leglalaturs meeded
5, 000,000 1o balamsce the state's gessrval fund the gas Ltam mald
b [Bcresssd by (his aessst o thar aasunt could be diveries by o0
wore =f rhe legislarere

nsther Article rthat is extressly importamt (s ©he resowal of
the profibition againet state add t6 leocal governmsni. Uader the
present constltution state collected taszes, Income Cames and
athers, can not be appropriated to the counties and cicies In  Mon-
tama, Under the new constitution an appropriatlon can be mads and
this could twrn [nto & subsidy of insfficiency or subsidy for thoss
cities sm coamties which tefuse to assumes thelr owm burdens of
{-gpove rmment .

Tha proposed comstitutios talas the wvraps &ff the propediy fam
5 1t ia comtrel of the lagialitese. 1 8 sure that | do st
ive o paist omt Co haossowners il to esisess people that it is
stTesely lapertmmt té hive safeguards im ouf cohatitutiosm I8 re-

gard o bomding and preperty tam limitatioms

State Semator Fearful of Incressed Costs

I == witally concernsd about seme of the previsions in The mew
proposed Cosstitetion. OFf prisary comcers 1o the faci that atate
el loca]l gevermmest debt limits hawe besn remeved. Thers arfe lis—
trations in owr presest Cosstitutiosn beyond
which the voters st Secide the Dimits of i=-
Aebradness In the mew proposal ihe wotets
would bave se direct wois. The legislatete
woulid set che limits on the county debt apd
thare 1= no debt limic for the state.

Ansther polnt is that the pressnt Consti-
tution has & twe-sill limitation on state prop—
erty tax for gesstal povermmsst. Under the new
Comstituticon chers would br o limit. Alresdy
.mih-#-nq-tdh--ﬁ-t-lm

state legislaturs thar & 17-aill property tex ba
Ievied for welfare.

Sem. Cavnsdd Guaiaw

Finally, 1 fesel the pressst blceseral — I howsse syitesm, Is

vital po Momtena. It **ovides The necessary chechs and balances

o i,




for good government.
zgen to very carefully read the new Constitu-

every cled
e ne beh.

tion befere voting on Jix

yuality  Education is Prime Concern

gection one af our present constitution states in a rather

t and silmple manmer - "1t shall be the duty of the legislative
ehax asgembly of Montana o escablish and maintain
a general, wnifers and thorough system of public
froe, common schools.'

This has served us well. We have come from
spe=roon schools in 1HA% to a rather sophisti-
cated and refined elementary, secondary, woca-
tional and higher educacional system. I would
wonder if the sgatement of idealistic goals as
presented in the preposed constitutien will
guarantee genuine improvement. Action, as in
the pase, will speak louder than words.

Moy, mazjorie Kong
JESHE Recent court decisions in ocher staces have

caused some to question the manner in which Montana distributes
funds to public sehools., The wording im sub-section 3, of the pro=-
posed Educatiomal Goals and Duties reflects the desire to assure
equitable distribution of monies., May I point out that the present
constitution has mor limited or restricted the legislature im set-
ting up cur foundation program which is designed with the explicic
goal of equalizing che cost of education in the varlous districts
#nd counties of the state,

The biggest =single change in the entire Education arcicls
deals with the Board of Education. Fresently our constitution pro-
vides for a single Beard of Education consisting of the Gowernor, |
Attorney Gemeral and State Superintondent of Publie Instruction |
plus 8 nembers appoinced by the governor. The new constitution i
would provide instead for two boards - ome a board of regents for
:111-! Hnnt:hnl University system - the other a Board of Public Educa- |I

om. mae boards would meet joinctly on  occasion for specific

planning and coordimation., The Govarnor, Attorney General and
Stata Supt. would no lemger be voting members of either board
:‘hq:l would gerve in an advisory capacity. This would rems
.:3""' the game of partisan politics from the arena
this is good. However, in spits of some improveme

tan oot agree with the concept of two boards. [ do
ucation starts or stops with some magic marker. "
:1:;-::&1\:;:;- education and higher education ghoul
today's society than it ever been.

::::ht‘t-::er-edmumr i'lﬂt:l.l‘:u::;t' and .
need to be calel 3 " X
:::in SpEcirum of tln:.:mmmqm
umfl.“m““‘ There is no mention in this new
education or the board by which it will be




e

the weaknesses and the criticlsms leveled

| aware of
| - I am confident &

~esent eight membar gingle board sysiem.
¥

ord, however, working through committess can beEst Cope
- varving problems im education without losing the cohe-
s which 1 fesl one board of fers There can be no vylag fof
oo siatus with & single board Lobbving interesis for wspe=
- patus wit .
; sreas of educarion have To face s board concerned with ALl
scation
a— reside in the ssallest county is Sostana, [ would

comcern of ocur people which deals with he
1 govermmeat. e feel the Co. masager [OTE
Im

i T TEOE & SFETi
= ¢ aird articles o=
§ goversment Ln Ferroless Co. is wery affective and efflclant.
view of the msbiguous wording romtained in Article X1, we fear
saty lines might be erased srhirrarily.

;rpe you to vote bot I olfer you these words of castios.
hange s not alvays progress = asd what of the word progress - W
slusys sust know, progress toward what??

Time element questioned

mur constitution is a document of fundamencal importance. Lt
is more than just the original 1889 wording, it is also the amend-
nents made since then and many court decislons dinrerproting It.
Consequently 1ts replacement should only be
undertaken after merlous deliberacion and debate
by the voters.

The proponents of the new draft have &
beavy burden of showing the necessity of re-
placement. The voters will have had a copy of
the proposed document coly 30 days and will aat
have & copy of the currest cosstitetiom.
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