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E: TYPFE AND OATE OF ELECTION FOR ADGPTION OF PROPOSED
" CONSTITUTION BY VOTERS

OPINION: A SEPECIAL ELECTION MUST BE MELD EITHER O JUME &,
1972 (WITH THE PRIMAEY) OF ON NOVEMBER 7, 1972
IWITH THE CENEFAL); OF THESE TWO DATES, JUNE &th
IS5 THE EEST.

A _SPECIAL ELECTION IS FEQUIRED

The wvotora of Montana shall adopt or reject the proposed
Constitution in accordance with ths provisions of our exist-
ing Constitution and the Enabling Acot.

Our Constitotion now provides:
Sxsigls XIX gection §:

*.s.said conventicn shall meet within the thres months
aftar such mlection and prepare such revisions, alterations
or mu to the constitution as may be dnmd RECESEAEY,

idch shall & uuhnltud to_the electors lw their ratifica-

an election a o @ _convention

L lmss than two nor more than alx months
L theTeol; A58 GHLESS S0 SUDEItted ARd

af the elsctors voti

at ths slsctica

Our Enabling Aot provides:

"Bection 17. (9] If a majority of the electors voting
ilal slection shall wote for the proposals of the
i 3 8 prociasation declare
mllmuﬂmmwmmlenf Montans .
the saw comstitotional provisions shall take sffect am pro-
videl tharsia, or aé provided in 8 schedules of trasiiticoaal
Frovisions attached therets.®

13.

"Bect

All state and local officials 'll'l-llil. do all
priate to the
for In Ehis ackt uul which are
ection Laws.




Thase references are sslf-axplanatory and clearly require
the calling of a special elsction.

Ancthar compelliing reason for the calling of a special
alsction is the statistic that nearly twenty-five percent
(28] of all eslectors wvoting in an slection in which there
iz a al issas, failed to vots o the guestion of the
ﬁﬂ_. Since a majority of slsctors woting in the

is reguired, it is probable, if not likely, that
aloption could be defsated by “failure to wvote™ rather thas
by & negative wvots.

A SPECIAL FLECTION HEFLD BETWEEN
T Tieaay Ak GFBERAL FLECT oas
OF 1972 15 ECOMCMICALLY DRJUETIF IASLE
Although estimates of alection costs have been gathered
ion which are somewibat lower, the inforsatioa
convention by the office of the Secretary of
that a special statewide election would cost
in sxcess of 3500.000. Of this, the cost of salaries
judges and clerks would exceed $204.000 and costs
Mvertising notices, printing of lists of registered
® ballots, preparation of woting machines and all the
macesasary election supplies is estimated at aboot 5300,000.

EE

;
i

]

In oontrast, the cffice of the Secretary of State indi-
dates that Aif a spacial slection on the proposed Constitution
ware hald in conjunction with another election {either primary
or general) the cost is estimated at closme to 525,000, Thise
figure includes the cost of separate ballote, miscellansous
eleaction supplies and advertising.

It is the opinion of the office of the Secretary of
State that the local clerks and recorders can bezt handle
the adoptien election in econjunction with the primary or
gansral election.

It is, therefor, unjustifiable to further consider the

question of & specisl slection if that special election were
80t hald either on Juns &, 1972 oFf oh Novesber 7, 1872,

JUNE £ 15 THE BEST, PROPIR AND

If this convention concloded et the ond of mime wesks
hibich woald be March 18 or st the end of 10 wesks whick
would be March 23} more than two moaths woulZ elacce befars
Juns &, the primary date. Other states in recent adoption
ek to bave had batter sucoess when the election
":. bald from teo to three mosths sfter the conventiom adiours-
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