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|ri""...| Educariscal Goals ssd Duriss: The Educstiom drricle dsclared = worthy poal

for educational policy; a goal the eivlsens of Montana can ewek with pride
and satisfaction, It has crosendous dmplicstions and pepresents an enlightened
aed loog-ramge viewpelnt by those who dralted che constitution, It prajeces
& system af sducstion which will develsp the "full pocentisl of eack persoz™

& Togardless of ags from sarly choldboed theough sdfwssced age. There 185 agescance
that the legislaturs will “fomd snd fiscridute i= = equitable masmer o rhe
schaal Sistricts the slale’s shove of the cests of The besic elessstary =4
secondary schocl system.” Ooher sdwcstissa] imsvitctions ad edecstional
pregrans =iy b provided &b fhe legislaters deems Cesirals.

Tor the first tise there iz & dafimite recoprivios of the “@lsvinsr g=d
umiges cultwral heritage of che dsevicsn Indions ™ end the state 45 cormirTad
in its educational goals co the “preservation of their cultural dntegrisy.™
This will cend to redress old wrongs and restore hope and dignity té & proud
and desarving pecple.

In recogaition of the rishrs of all individuals, and ta prevent wnfair

treatment, tha sen—discrizissticon in educition proviifos (Seciisn 7) has bees

mbstantialily breslesed. Tils the [80F comarireriss bars dissrimimation ==

Seent of sum, ihe revised sectics would bar deesrfslassriss by resssm =i Tace,

SELL LIt

eread, religios, palizizal Mrliafs, ssd sarl

Coardiagtjon god Adwicissyacien gf Peblis Fiocaties? Ome of the ware

esstreversisl, snd por greslar izprovenstls Seer rhe IEEY sesmillsllss 15 tie

peewigiss for & "Btats MBeard of Educatisn™ cowpoesd of (1) the beard of repeots

af higher sducstion and (2) the board of public edeearion. In reallity, this is



a gingle board of education, with two equal=sized divislens, responsible for
ﬂ”—lﬂummmmﬂm.mumlm-t
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developasnt of & wnified budper for fuséing of sdecation. This wmified stats

beard of sducsticn wosld prowide for the cosrdfmatiom e pwaluszies af all
aducatisnal programs of the state s=nd the developamest of a= fzmregrated systes
{‘ wlscation for perssms of all ages.
Bewsvey, for parposes of sspervisios sad sessgesesr, the Srare Board of
. Biecatiss weuld be sabdivided into tws sube-boards, eark comxisting of seven
meubars. Osa, a "Noard of Regasts of Highar Dducation™ woeld e responsibls
"-h suparvision, coordinatlion, ssmsgesent, and centrol of the Yomrans aysiss
of Migher sducation; the cther, s "Board of Public Education” would ba respenaible
. for supervision of the public elementary snd secondary school syatem. Since
phllosophlas, purposes, and sducitlonsl programs differ someubat betueen
so=galled “higher educacion” and "elenentary and secondary education,™ the pra=
wision of m separate divisions, within the Scate Board of Educacion will make
it possibla to sppoint members of the boards whe have special competence and
interest in the different areas.

This arrangenent whould alse encourage coordinstion snd adwimistratios aof
areas snd proprass of sdecstios thar ere mot speclficslly idemnified as “collegs
pragraa™ er “elementary snd secondsry edecstion,” butl ubhich might fscleds
mlscatisn for the aged, adult educption, wecstlonal-techkmical éfscariom, esd
anrly chilihosd sducsriss. That L4, the pieposed cassritucion males [f paanible
far the Stats Beard of Educstisa ts allocate sspects of these and otier pre-
SrEms 15 The sub-bogrd which may be Best esited for TRELY Damagemssl, SepeIVEC
i and cowrdization. There meed 2o lsager be comtroversy owed wiid has
“soatrel™ or who is to be “fusded™ since the siagle Stace Board of Educatisn
will be responsible for the delegation of suthoricy and the sebsission of o
nified budge: for fusdisg all of ite warfous progrend.



While the Board of Public Education has the responsibility to superviss
the public slemsntary and secondary sehosl systom, the proposed constitution
provides for local comcrel through “Schesl DBistric: Trustees™ (Sectiom B),
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local, coamty, state, or marlosal slectloms rather thes Is & specianl elestiss,

;J-l“-p&ul.d_lumrgﬂmf Tha Srafr sessrifuliss
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esatissss precactios of the publicz schoal fund (Sectiom 1), pmarsmtess thyy the
public schoal fund shall forever resais izwiolate (Sectica 3), contisses comsti-
tntisnal status for the Board of Laad Cosmissiocars (Sectiom 4), assures eguitsdle
spportionsent cf the income From school lands to public elementary and secondary

-
school districts (Sectiom 5), and providas constitutiomal direction for the

_ daliding snd dizposal of public lands (Sectisn 1l). The fends of the Montana

university system are Lo remain inviolate and sacred to the purposes for which
they were dedicated (Section 10},

The ‘“.'t-.- suditor would serve on the atate board of Land commisslonsrs alomg
with the governor, superinténdent of public dastruction, seerccary of stats,

and attornay general who presently comprise the beard. It would seem Chat

- sbnsiderable care has bees azarcised to provide [or comrioning majer sapport

of the goals set forth im the comstitutiom, snd thar rescurces o fund sducation
have basn guaranteed for posterity.

Tha draft constirsrion has comtinged the ban oo stale &ld o seclariss
schoals (Bactios £), either divect or indirect. However, drafr prowislsss
woulid allow the state t= distridete Jederal fesds expressly esrmaried for
moe-public educatiss. This prowides {ar recogsitien of oom-p=blic ederstissal
wfforts ta mxintsin the stoie*s responsibility, ssd allscariom of 155 reseeries,

o mest the landahle goals establiched i fectios 1.



In gemeral, tha proposed Edwcacisa Article secs forth sa ddead goal for

sducation; provides conatldarsble Mexibility s the plassisg, ceordisatiss,
sod mecapmment of sducatiseal prograss; gearssless the hasis rights of all

cirisens: =& protects dadicated rescurces Loy the gspport of efscstiss. RIS

propesed comstitutional article cam well serve the edocational serds of présest

and future penerations 1m Montana.
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