





 The Constitutional Cnnvenﬁm;:'m re-establish the founda-
‘; this “T::;m’:‘moﬂ of our fundamental
belief government.

pe ﬁip::k of Montana called this Convention.

B elected you as delegates.

I ::,th:y willyultimalel;s:ppmve or reject the Constitution
',u.’.'::peﬂy written Constitution will define the structure

«nansibilities of government and provide for the pro-
of the mghts of the people of this State.
~ Many generations of Montanans not yet born will live under

‘these laws if you do your job well.

" (onstant change and emergence of new ideas and beliefs
~ will challenge the wisdom of your efforts.

‘And each of you will leave a mark forever on the history of
- Montana.

But more importantly, you have an opportunity to initiate
2 new history—a history of dynamic and responsive state gov-
ernment.

Montana’s present Consittution is an expression of the dis-
trust in government that was prevalent when it was written in
1889,

It imposes strict limitations of the exercise of the powers
of government-legislative, executive and judicial,

It is burdened with accumulated statutory detail

And it restricts and confused the capability of state zovern
ment to respond to the rapidly changing problems of modern
society.

I do not believe, however, that the entire Constitution
should be stricken. Because there are sections with are en-
during statements of the rights of individuals and precise def-
H initions of the responsibilities of state government
(

I believe revision of the Montana Constitution must accom-
PUSh essential objectives

It must establish the structures and responsibilities of state|
and local government.

It must guarantee the rights of the individual in this state

It must free state government from the strictures that

Shackle us to the past and it must allow us to move freely into
~ the future, '

] In this century, the balance of power within the American
Federal System has been distorted. The states have failed to
- ~too often because of constitutional restrictions—and the

H" al 3‘.’"""""“' has been forced to exercise the needed
Thh hﬂﬂ“‘mﬂg};‘:ﬂt;m and every other state in the
Ill - continues, they wil :ec:’he stalesl within the national

ons. We must not Ty me nothing more than federal

W this to happen.

in this State in the coming

Continued Next Column

If this Convention does not e
and give it the authority to act and

destiny of Montana will be decided in W

The people have demonstrated that we a
to solve our problems. I

We have fought to lift this State up from its
in the National economy.

We are working to preserve our unequalled enviros

We have undertaken many programs to improve o
and local governments. '

We are now beginning the task of revising our State
tution.

they will not forfeit their right to determine the necessary pol-

ictes for the right to govern. ¥,
The purpose of the Constitutional Convention is to write a

document that will be the basis and the inspiration of a dynam-

Y Ny

ic and responsive state government. S T

And the timeless wisdom of the National Constitution
should be the inspiration for the document you write.

Like the national prototype, our Constitution must not in-
clude extraneous statutory provisions that are properly within
the junisdiction of the Legislature. i

And like the national prototype, our Constitution must be
1 statement of your faith and the belief that good and decent
men and women will govern this State in the coming years.

You should not be afraid to include new and progressive
ideas in the Constitution. Passage ofthe Referendum calling
for this Convention, Executive Reorganization and the 19-year
old vote are proof that the people of Montana recognize the
need for change.

And if a proposal is good, it will be approved by the people. !

There are those who consider this Constitutional Conven-
tion to be an extension of the legislative process. And they |
would make it the responsibility of this Assembly to decide |
1ssues of present importance-now and forever. I believe if this '
1s allowed to happen, the intent of the Constitution will he
compromised and its hope of success will be destroved.

You are here to write a constitution—not a body of statutes
And this document must withstand the seasons of historyv—nor
just the climate of current opinion.

I wish you well.

---------------‘

Organization Continued

was how he would vote “if this were a legislative session' but
added that “this is not a legislative session” and that party
lines should “not be dictated™ and he cast his vote for the In-
dependent Brown.

By a vote of 60-38, Graybill was selected as Pre
Convention. Dahood was excused. Independent Oscar L
Anderson of Sidney passed. No Independents voted for Gray:
bill. Don Scanlin and Jerome Cate. both Billings Democrats
voted for Brown. Republicans Ervin Gysler (Fort Bcnton}.
Mae Nan Robinson Missoula), Robert Nohle (Great Falls) und-

Robert Woodmansey (Great Falls) : ¥
ire s) all voted waeat Falls
Democrat Leo Graybill, Jr. B

sident of the

CONTINUED FUTURE ISSUEY,




1 which will be
vould campaign for
on it at next fall’s gen-

o the hest interest of Montana today and for
s first and setting aside self-interests, we be-‘
adopt when it is polished in its final form.” Daily
e er Lake Editorial, Kalispell. Jan. 16, 1972. .
- Kﬁ:llt:;u Citizens Conference on the Sta:ie Legisla-
oy ' a legislative article for the consideration . .
2 mp:monums a number of good suggestions. lt.
" Jlso contains a rather poor suggestion . . .One of the best, in
our opinion, is a provision that requires legislative committee
meetings to be open, and that recorded votes be cast onall
~ Jegislation. . .A suggestion we disagree with, however, is one
" that would require a majority of ALL legislators to vote in
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favor of a bill before
system requires a m
pass legislation.” Montan:
13, 1972. Mah s n L
#**“The courthouse crowd, education and
and others will be button-holing delegates, 4
statutory law written into the constitution-somethin:
best be left to the legislature.™ Independent Record
Jan. 16, 1972.

***“All Montanans are looking for a constitution to be
in simple, understandable language. Archaic presentation just
not be allowed and the document should be so strong as to
prevent lobbyists and special interests from exercising any con-
trol.™”

*#*“Montana Constitutional Convention delegates would do
well to handle the private school funding problem in much the
same manner as it is done at present—leave it alone."” Bﬂl;nﬁ .
Gazette, Jan. 12, 1972. X

50 issue subscription, back issues with each subscription,
$15.00. Educational and group discussion quantity rates on
request. Articles of fact or opinion of 600 words or less aeeded.
Inquire first. Check or money order with subscriptions.

BANOT o4 R, Gerald J. Neely, Billings, Montana
Associate Editor .
Business Manager . .

.. .. Laury Eck, Missoula, Montana
. . Michael Neely, Billings, Montana

The Con-Con Newsletter is a 50-issue, one year newsletter

thul_ 1s non-partisan and with no political “bones™ to pick,
dedicated to seeing that the upcoming Constitutional Conven-
Lion IS not an expensive exercise in futility,
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