








Editorial . . .

Political Philosophy -
Was It Evident At The Constitutional Convention?

The Constitutional Convention delegates did not
define their words nor their political philosophies,
collectively or individually, before or during the writing
of the proposed constitution.

And it certainly is impossible to write a cohesive
constitution without agreeing on some basic definitions.

For example, I say, ""The essential purpose of writing
a constitution is to limit govemment's power so that
Montanans will be protected

"Oh, wait a minute,”" you say, ''the delegates wrote a
constltutxon to create a better (or to expand) govern-
ment so Montanans Gould best be served."

You see. My point is illustrated.

Already we have gotten into a contradlctlon in deﬁn—
ition. The word that must be defined is ‘'government."

We can proceed no further until we have both de-
fined the meaning of the words we are using.

WHAT IS POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY? |

It is no accident or random whim that a glossary -of
definitions is listed prior to this editorial.

Before any intelligible discussion on any subject is
possible, all the parties concerned had better understand
the manner in which words are being used.

This assumption applies equally to a discussion of
political philosophy.

What do I mean by pohtlcal philosophy?

I believe Joyce Jones, in "Citizenship Education,"
puts it best:

"Before a citizen can take actions which are
intelligently consistent (one action does not
contradict another), he must consciously
form a political philosophy.

"The term philosophy, in this sense, means
coheswe set of fundamental pohtlcal con-
v1ct10ns

A MATTER OF PROOF

Can I prove the statement that definitions and coher-

ent philosophies were lacking at the convention?

Yes.

I can cite the words of a young man who under-
stands political principles and who was very much a
part of the convention.

He has said, ""The delegates were not versed in
political phllosophy - they were totally devoid of it.

"They didn't discuss the role of the constitution in
socwty

"The role of government was missing.

"They didn't understand the concept of 'rights.' "

Is this sufficient proof?

No, 1 can cite the basic words that must be defined
before writing a constitution.

And I can cite specific examples in the constitution
in violation of these basic definitions.

BEGIN WITH RIGHTS

Let us consider the basic definition needed at the
convention.
This, of course, is the role of the constitution in
society.
The definition of “constitution,” as provided by our
glossary is:
". . . usually a written document which .
deﬁnes the fundamental form, powers,
and duties of a government and the rights
of the people whom it governs.'
It is obvious that the role of the consﬁtutwn

society is very much a part of the definition of govem-.h i

ment and a definition of rights, _

Some interpretations of the constitution reflect the
view that the role of government is to protect individual
rights.. This interpretation implies an economy. free of
government regulation.

Other interpretations of the constitution reflect the
view that the role of government is to provide économic
and social welfare - even when individual rights are
being violated.

In any case, in our definition of government, we are
left with an undefined word -- rights. We must define
rights.

Very simply, rights are moral principles that define
the people's assuired freedoms.

Some of the qualities of rights are that:

--They are absolute.

--They pertain to action. .

--They are the sarne for everyone.

But rights are not guarantees that you are going to
get things such as jobs, a clean environment, or a home,
or an annual income, etc.

It becomes evident that, to discuss the role of
government or the constitution, you must start with

rights.

ARE THESE RIGHTS?

Did the convention delegates begin with defined
rights in their making of a constitution?

Let us look at the Bill of Rights - a document de-
fined as one that enumerates the rights of the people -

rights ‘which cannot be violated by the government.

--The right-to-know and right of privacy sections are

.‘riot absolutes. Each lists exceptions.

If rights are absolutes and necessities of a man's life
why are these exceptions listed? And-if the sections
must have exceptions what are they doing in a Bill of
Rights?

~The discrimination provision sets out rights of
Montana citizens as against other persons, corporations,
etc. But this is a contradiction if rights are shared
individually and equally by everyone.

--The Bill of Rights also says that ''In enjoying these

(continued on next page)




Political Philosophy --

(éox;lﬁimed from preceding page)
rights, all persons recopnize correspondmg respons:bm—
ties."
But this sentence is not enumerating people s nghts -
it is charging the people with undefined "corresponding
responslblhtles — in other words, with duties.

"When did the Bill of Rights become a document that

3 spec:ﬁed people s duties - instead of rights?
' INDIVIDUAL IS SACRIFICED

Now he is the man to be sacriﬁced"by the Bill of
Rights because of undefined political philosophy. It is
a fitting gesult of befuddled thinking. ~

%, THE GOOD WILL LOSE

Althoﬁﬁli I have only cited sections of the Bill of
Rights to: ;hvow a contradictory political philosophy, the
lack offdefinition for the words govemment, constitu-
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toward the people.. . .
But; thisisn't what a«rfght msans!

on_on mahenable rights, it is stated that .
nalienable right "to.a clean and health

8
expense of the taxpayet thxough leglslatlon directe

'ght ‘must apply equally to

he power to take action” _
d but most assuredly at

’ _‘ F'lnally, )

11 “another exoep'uon 1s

Factual, Non-Prejudiced

Dear Editor:
I have just finished reading The

Gallatin Voice and much to my sur- |

prise I found it very factual and non-
prejudiced.

Unlike most publications which I
read, you have presented different
viewpoints as presented by the people
interviewer, without slander and with-
out your own interpretation. .

The editorial pages are very well
done. I especially liked the first page.
I wish the American people could
acegpt these simple truths, therefore
revising the present trend toward so-
cidlism, anarchy and self-destruction.
Utiless this trend is revised soon, his-
tory will again repeat itself,

It is not difficult to determine

_where we fit into the enclosed

 Letter To The Edztor
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From bondage comes §p1nt¥ L

ual faith;.
From spiritual falth corﬁes

courage; ﬂ ;
From courage comes:1i¢ tg

From hbqrty comies ‘buﬁ- '

dancey:
From abundance com
placency, and

-~ From complacency comies a-

pathy; *
From apathy comes depen-
dency, and - -.»*:

From dependency comes .

bondage and the cycle be-
gins again.

~H.R. Reichmag, M. D,
Diseases of the Colon and

Rectum 8: 382-286, 1965;

~aar

I have never written to any editor
nor do I intend to make this a prac-
tice, however, I felt this was a special

situation which ‘merited praise,

{ do wish to remain anonymous,
ST ‘From a medical doc-
tor who asked to
have his name with-

held.

"The government based on com-
plete consent has only one limited
function -- the protection of the rights
of its citizens (i.e., the same right
any one individual has with respect
to his own rights.)

"It tramslates its function into ac-
tion by instituting a constitution and
laws - to objectify what rights are and

Firr 4hnrr ahall ha Aeafacand !




(The inside of this back cover can be used by you |f .you wish to
send your opinion on some subject to The Gallatin Voics.

(All letters to the editor must be signed by bona fide persons.
However, we reserve the right to publish letters without names if
we so desire — as long as we know the author — and we reserve
the right to refuse letters in whole or in part.

(From time to time readers’ surveys will be printed on this page
in which you may wish-to participate.

(Additionally, any"ne who wishes to submit a classified ad can
by using this page. Tk service is offered free.)
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