




----DEFINITIONS YOU SHOULD KNOW----

WHY DEFINE?

"Citizens cannot guard liberty
well if they do not know how to
define precisely what liberty. is,
what principles it stems from and
what actions are required to main­
tain it.

"Por example, does liberty mean
the freedom to do anything one
pleases or does it imply limitations
,'~p4 responsibi1J~ies?

.... ;r.'·"pqes it,ist~m from the concept
',' "i.of)*,.··ii.'~····•.·e.~e.~... 0.•. r the concept of<: i~,.,·.·,.\,r.:',. '.;""~1"'"

i.i' '-< '!,J\iK-' m;"fir?
,.' ;t .lh1!!mr'~~~·~:'J
.... f1.~~J.~~~~Wg'd~-~&~Ft-ty be mai~taincd' .bY

:~~i!1t~~i'~i~ed' fully ·or by bemg
C~~~PY~::~ft~.n1 time to time?

.. IiOuestfons 'of this sort can be
extr~rriely._ c~Jllplex. The more
clearly,' Y,ou" understand the defmi­
tion~ 'hr B~ic terms in politics and
economicS, however, the more
qUickly yOll can s~rt out the var­
ious aspects of a complicated
issue." -- Joyce Jones in Citizen­
ship Eclu9ation.

Authoritarianism: The principle of
government' which advocates obedi­
ence to authority rather than indivi­
dual liberty.

Bicameral Legislature: The law­
making body of the u.s. federal gov­
ernment and all state governments
(except Nebraska), composed of two
houses, usually called the Senate· and
the House of Representatives (or As·
sembly).

Checks and Balances: A system
provided in the United States Consti­
tution whereby the powers of govern­
ment are divided among three branch·
es (legislative, executive and judicial);
each branch can check the other two
to prevent one branch from becoming
too powerful.

Constitution: The Constitution is a
limitation on the government not on
private individuals .. it does not pre­
scribe the conduct of private indivi­
duals, only the conduct of the govern­
ment _. it is not a charter for govern­
ment power, but a charter of the
citizens' protection against the govern­
ment. -- Ayn Rand in "The Virtue of
Selfishness."

A constitution is usually a written
document which defines the funda­
mental form, powers and duties of a

government, and the rights of the
people whom it governs.-·Joyce Jones

Right: A moral principle' defining
and sanctioning a man's freedom of
action in a social context .- Ayn
Rand in "The Virtue of Selfishness. II

The concept of rights is based on
the idea that every man is born with
certain things to which he is absolute­
ly entitled -- the right to his life,
liberty, property and the pursuit of
happiness. _. Joyce Jones.

Liberty: The absence of coercion
by other h.uman beings.-John Hospers.

Statisni:·-·Thc life of the individual
is regulated and dpl11inated by govern­
ment. -- John Hospers.

Right to Property: The right to an
activity; to work for property, to dir-

/Ylbt\Jv~elVr to
or "-J cl;v;dvA,: .S IY\

liThe complete consent theory of
governmen~ views the individual man
as apart '~'from and more important
than .the collective group to which he
belongs. .

"His personal freedom and welfare
cannot be sacrificed to the welfare of
the group.

"His desire to protect himself, how­
ever, is identical to his responsibility
toward others. He cannot force any­
one else to serve his welfare either.

IIAlso, his personal moral choice of
right and wrong behavior is considered
the result of his own personal judg-

ect your actions so that- you may se­

cure property through labor. -- John
Hospers.

Right to Freedom: The right to
conduct my life in whatever way I
please as long as I do not thereby
violate another's right to conduct his .
life as he pleases. -- John Hospers.

Right to life, liberty and the pur­
suit of happiness: The freedom to
take all the actions reqUired by the
nature of a rational being for the
support, the furtherance, the fulml­
ment and the enjoyment of his own
life. -- Ayn Rand.

Govertunent: An institution that
holds the exclusive power to enforce
certain rules of social conduct in a
given geographical area. -- Ayn Rand.

ment; therefore, his freedom includes
the freedom to be both moral and
immoral, so' long as he does not in­
fringe upon the basic rights of another
man .- that is, initiate the use of force.

liThe emphasis in this school of
thought is upon the voluntary nature
of a man's membership in the social
group.

"If all individual men belong to the
collective voluntarily, they should not
be forced to acquiesce to the personal
moral codes of any other individual,
the majority or the government."
·-Joyce Jones in "Citizenship Education."
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Editorial •••
Political Phllosqphy -

Was It Evident At The Constitutional Convention?
The Constitutional Convention delegates did not

define their words nor their political philosophies,
collectively or individually, before or during the writing
of the proposed constitution.

And .it certainly is impossible to write a cohesive
constitution without agreeing on some basic definitions.

For example, I say, uThe essential purpose of writing
a constitution is to limit government's power so that
Montanans will be protected. ".

,"Op, wait a minute," you say, lithe delegates wrote a
constitqQon to create ,a better (or to expand) govern­
ment so Montanans c"ould best be served. "

You see. My point is illustrated.
Already we have gotten into a contradiction in defin­

ition. The word that must be defined is ~tgovernment."
We can proceed no further until we have both de­

fined the meaning of the words we are using.

WHAT IS POLITICAL PffiLOSOPHY?

It is no accident or random whim that a gloss~r¥ ·of
defmitions is listed 'prior to this editorial.

Before any iIitelligible discussion on any subject is
possible, all the partielt concerned had better understand
the lIlannerin which words are being used.

11Us. assumption applies equally to a discussion of
political philosophy.

What do I mean by political philosophy?
I believe Joyce Jones, in "Citizenship Education,"

puts it best:

"Before a citizen can take actions which are
intelligently consistent (one action does not
contradict another), he must consciously
form a political philosophy.

"The term philosophy, in this sense, means
a cohesive set of fundamental political con­
victions."

A MATIER OF PROOF

Can I prove the statement that definitions and coher­
ent philosophies were lacking at the convention?

Yes.
I can cite the words of ,a young man who under­

stands political principles and who was very much a
part of the convention.

He has said, liThe delegates were not versed in
political philosophy -- they were totally devoid of it.

"They didn't discuss the role of the constitution in
society.

liThe role of government was missing.
"They didn't understand the concept of 'rights.' "

Is this sufficient proof?
No, i can cite the basic words that must be defined

before writing a constitution.
And I can cite specific examples in the constitution

in violation of these basic definitions.

BEGIN WITH RIGHTS

Let us consider the basic definition needed at the
convention.

This, of course, is the role of the constitution in
society.

The definition of "constitution," as provided by our
glossary is:

". . ~ usually a written document which
de;fines the fundamental form, powers, "<

and duties of a government and the rights i;..~;::,(·;'<;;
of the people whom it governs. " . '.h " "'~.:i>. ': " .

~t is. obvious that the role of the cons1itutio~~)9L<j".," )l:'·
SOCIety IS very much a part of the defmition of go..,m.,~-~,,:>:~"
m~t and a defmition of rights. ~ .

S,0tne interpretations of the constitution reflect the ,
view th.at the role of government is to protect individual
rights~, This interpretation implies an economy, free of
goveIllment regulation.

Other interpretations of the constitution reflect the
view that the role of government is to provide economic
and social welfare -- even when individual rights are
being violated.

In any case, in our defInition of government, we are
left with an undefined word - rights. We must define
rights.

Very simply, rights are moral principles that define
the people's assmred freedom.s.

Some of the qualities of rights are that:
-They are absolute.
-.They pertain to action.
--They are the same for everyone.
But rights are not guarantees that you are going to

get things such as jobs, a clean environment, or a home~

or an annual income, etc.
It becomes evident that, to discuss the role of

government or the constitution, you must start with.
rights.

ARE THESE RIGHTS?

Did the convention delegates begin with. defined
rights in their making of a constitution?

Let us look at the Bill of Rights - a document de4

fmed ~s .one that enumerates the rights of the people ­
rights· which cannot be violated' by the government.

':', --The .right~to-know and right of privacy sections are
;':~ot absol\ltes. Each lists exceptions.

If rights are absolutes and necessities of a man's life
why are these exceptions listed? And· if the sections
must have exceptions what are they doing in a Bill of
Rights?

-The discrimination provision sets out rights of
Montana citizens as against other persons, corporations,
etc. But this is a contradiction if rights are shared
individually and equally by everyone.

-.The Bill of Rights also says that "In enjoying these
(continued on next page)



(contfuued from preceding page) Now he is the man to be sacrificed' by the Bill of
rights, all persons recognize corresponding responsibili· Rights becauSe of undefmed political philosophy. It is
ties. It a fittingle~lt of befuddled thinking.'

But this sentence is not enumer~tingpeople's rights - .~ •. THE GOOD WILL LOSE
it is charging the people with undefined "corresponding 'j" . ,

respo~ibilities" - inother words, with duties. A1th()~ I have only cited sections of the Bill of
.~·WIiendid the Bill of Rights become a documen~ that Rights. tq~f.to:-': a contradictory politicCl1'p~os~phY,~e
~pecifiedP,~9plet~ 4uties - inst~~of rights? lack d(r.· .JPltion for the words govetnment;,constitu-

ii,,,,,,;;;,) m,i,?tvmUALI~~ S~CRIFICED . . . :~~:p':,.:t~:~:,'>=.manyotlm contra-
.::;:~~~~i~t;~M;·th~~3~ti'6n oniiraIienable righfs, it is stated.~a~,. The~f.' is are inevitable. .:

...?.~..",;,.~,.,~",~:,;.,~..~,!.:.~;.··..,•..i'ir.~1,:.i·.~l,:JJ;\,.,.·: ·\.·...~.·;.,i1.~i~...;1~.;ft.:..•,·~,:...in....t.t.~¢n.a.ble ·rlght "tq.a 'cleoan and ~.e..allli-t}iif,' titely, when you mlx eon'ttadict\)o/ political
J~¥:~ "....,. . .ph,U,:P.!O,. in a cOllstitution,th~ pr~ihdWidual sec-

,:'~?~.fJ"1 •.;?~., )/{}\ve find that right no longer means"to ·tiQp$!.~., :'CiC over a period bf'tUne.';.;,>:,·" ,
T{·~':flet1ijtf "but means something guaranteed,WhY1t;·~~:".. "'.';',' ,,:,:,:'; ,: ';;~.". ,,'
"::~·~\":s.~.,_.. ', .~.:,:, ,~~$,·~t :,whose expense1"and how will It be ," .' 'Becabs.tf}]t' you advocatein<1iVi?uar':Hghts;'but must

·anl"}k,',;.,':~". '. ,.... .' " .. ,: .'. . ."~;",,.~,. comptonqq~·~;with someone wh'(j; adVoclltes~·"it1dividua1

'Prt,sliMabj}M~W(ineans; that"a .clean and healthful!;:/,;·)"· n.•..·glt.'..,.,.t.'... S,.'.~.,... ,.,Wi.,••. •..~.,.,~~....':i~.:::.tte.,". :':exceptiOri'\. 'I..O,•.·'•. ·.~.',,'.' •• ' ...!..li«.;.'..·...' .. ,v,.·,,~e.'·.;. '.,.~.,e..,.sb...J.• ~y.~d theenvll0iUdefit:·l!S'·mlatanteed. by. the govemm~nt at the:."",. mea.nmg.~'MgIjts as. an' absolutei'" ., ":,,, ,L. .:' "." .

expenSe '(){;'tl're:' ·t~l'ayet". ~ough legisl~ti?Ir dir~ct~~~\' ;,'. , .S2~Jl' ;sptij~~e .'hasanothen·~c.@l?Y~~hto~th~ ':original
tOYt~td the pe9Ple"""" ,y,.:. ' , ., ':; , ,n..~~'i/(;~ ,.' '...... . .,... j:.. ;'/f~7~~~I':)" . .

.~t~:'this;isn!-t wltat,;a{.~ghnl1eat1s!. .' . ·""~'~~li'···.an·other ejccep~o~ ..•. is .,~~~(J'{.:~~4.,;another.
The 'application,;,,·ofco,a· .~glt~:must· apply equally to ·.f.tIJ.,any,"tYou fm4.. pe?-plel:tp.~·i~erent camp's of.

everyone.:, :l,.'·!"Z',:T
i
\:'·:.".':lc

i..,,;' . ..' thou~t, ~""tiiIg ;~aclfo~~r':~~~~';}V~~t~elo1tgs.t?
,.. ,Wh~fu:;Y,9l!,Siy~~.:9J.e·~py.~~ent the right ,to t~e : Whotn~Y s~~·it~V:~ry'd4ly.m;tlliS·'2~tJ:'Y.<. .,}.

;~~. ·,_ft~~:=t~n;~,,=;~~ 1'bi1~:[ 'i'~i~~tii:~I~~?fu~~1~~p~=
.: 'I .' S" ,·t·~~':\\·-""·'o:h:~iiOQd:but most:~sured1y at CODStituti' "-.. ... '" . . ,"'. .'

'~" ._... ti' . _~~sJ~ati~n. .. to~:!a,·.~~~~:e~~o1oie'':t~e~:e~
:;i::~~lt~;il>'<:;lt!~! ~tfj14 (i:~rutect6a'b<theBi11of]9ih~. state ~ons@ti~h.

1(;J:;)(f;fJ\,~·'f~~(;r?,:r.'~, yLet~;: To Th(t'~ditor' I

•

Factual. Non-.Prejudiced

Dear Editor:
I have just fInished reading The

Gallatin Voice and much to my sur·
prise I found it very factual and non­
prejudiced.

Unlike most publications Vfhich I
read, you have presented different
viewpoints as presented by the people
ipterviewer, without slander and with·
out your own interpretation.

The editorial pages are very well
done.. I especially liked the first page.
I wish the American people could
aco.pt these simple truths, therefore
revising the present trend toward so·
ciaIism, anarchy and self-destruction.
Unless .#1is trend is revised soon, his­
tory will. again repeat itself.

It is not difficult to determine
-L.- where we fit into the enclos.en

..... ,

. ;:lr' .'t
From. bondage';'t()me~lfPiritti:i~

ual faith;.· , .. ' , .

From spiritual .f~th,~~nies
courage; . i.i ~

From courage comes::'~~~Jtt; .
From lib~rty cOIlie'~':~~~1

~ance~:' ~J' '.' ,,·}t'. '~
From abundanc~ c~~e~~~?~~

placency, and "':.~J .:
From complacency com.~s a-

pathy;' ~ •.
From apathy comes dep~p.,

dency, and ·, .. '.;il
From dependency ~omes

bondage and the cycle b7'"
gins again. .

··H.R. ReichmaJ,}, M. D.,
Diseases of the Colon and
Rectum 8: 382-286, 1965;

I' hav~,inever written to any editor
nor do I intend to make this a prac­
tice, however, I felt this was a special

sifuatiori\.,hich.merited praise.

I do '.' .wish to remain anonymous.
From a medical doc­
tor who asked to
have his name with­
held.

~1Th.e government based on com­
plete consent has orily one limited
function -- the protection of the rights
of its citizens (i.e., the same right
anyone individual has with respect
to his own rights.)

"It translates its function into ac­
tion by instituting a constitution and
l~ws -. to objectify what rights are and
~T" +l..~" "l"nll l..A ~_1'~_~",.1 "



(The inside of this back cover can be used by you ff. you wish to
send your opinion on some subject to The Gcfllatin Voic~.

(All letters to the editor must be signed by bona ficte persons.
However, we reserve the right to publish letters without names if
we so desire -:- as long as we know the author - and we reserve
the right to'refuse letters in whole or in part.

(From time to time readers' surveys will be printed on this page
in which you may wish·to participate.

(Additionally, anine who wishes to 'f1bmit a classified ad can
by using this page. T'I'service is offered free.)
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NEIBAUER TOYOTA ...
The NUM8ER 1 volume dealer in both· t-4ontana

and Wyoming the first quarter of 19Z'~
;:"/:T ...

NE18 AUE"R.

AVAILABLE NOW: 5 YEAR - 50,000 MILE

WARRANTY ON ALL NEW TOYOTAS SOLD

Jack Neibauer _ _ _ 587-3594 Dennis Neibauer _ "" 587-0133

Larry Ostermiller __ 587;-4865 Buck Bos _..........•...587-3440

~

506 North 7th Phone 587-1296


