











Bt important resources—-the water
I8 an explanation of just what is
with respect (o water rights in (he
the proposed 1972 Constitution -
mll’t will vote on June 6 This
. m than the letlers fram
readers, but the content is of <uch imporiance
that it is reprinted in full |
g

- Con Con water
Letter to the Editor:

- Since the beginniiig of the' Cor
me Copventioh,! (here ha

been Statement after: staieme
. s (o what the proposed Constitutior
\ does or fails to do. No one takes time
' to compare the old with the new

. Thave spent the greater portion of
imy professional life working with
water and water rights and f(eel
lified to express my opinions on
subject. Therefore, this is an
empt to reveal the old con
: tonal statement on_water
aghts, the proposed constitutional

iement on water rights and my
- gpimion oif what tne
Constitution means to the

A concern with' one of the

s!ater_nent a8 the resent

stitutional slalvmemp It is v'e !
l?nﬁ'l?hhdf'_\ that this ;mlunwnt brl
retained. It is the basis for our

present code. it g that all
mvu.rs i

siructures, ditct
. v USe dre held aguble
Ihis provides Continuance of U

prolection we now have.
sSection 3. Par STID‘- (L
recognizes the use of waler for any
1seful or beneficial purposeL This is
VEry necessary Lo «.u,.:ish"he i1ses
as recognized by other statesand the |
Federal Governmen ]

Paragraph (3) is Lhe‘
most important paragraph of the
proposed Constitution. It is a
declaration of state ownership of all
walters within its boundaries and the
jurisdiction over those waters. The
U. S. Supreme Court has recognized
state ownership by the necessity of
impicaton 1nan G
recognizes the states to be the
custodians of the water for the use of
the people In other words, the state
agencies do not own the waler, they
gannot hold it or sell it to the people.
They can sell the service of ltﬂ:*,

and delivery /

2 L |
Section 3, Paragraph (4) is
important. Montana, under Is

oection 3.




nstitfition, Article 111,
- Wwater now ap-
e ¥ herealter be
o P el ' sa rental,

iwcial use,
of way over the lands of

T all ditches, drains,
hals, and aqueducts.
SeS8sarily used in connection
SSSWAth, as well as the site< for
L, 8 hecessary for collecting
and ste the same, shall be held
> be a public use.”

- NEWOR PROPOSED

. Article IX, Section 3, Water Rights
(1) All existing rights to the use of
ny waters for any useful or
tbeneficial purpose are hereby
recognized and confirmed.

F ' {2) The use of all water that is now
| Or may hereafter be appropriated
jor sale, rent, distribution, or other
f gial use, the right of way over
-VJL d 01 LT lﬂ dim.
rains, flumes, canals, _ an
" aqueduets necessarily used in
" connection therewith, and the sites
for reservoirs necessary for
| ollecting and storing water shall be
L held to be a public use.
~ (3) Al surface, uqdersrwnd.
food and atmospheric walers
. jes of the state

pithin the SO the state for the
e il e 2 1
s v by law. p
e, aod
jon of water righis 0¢ U0,
addition to the present
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Act of 1889,

canals, and

delivery. %
Section 3, Paragraph (4
important. Montan. (g .
present program, cannot m
committments on itS interstate ¢
international comp. 's. It canmet
show what water il is actually using.

Montana will be very hard pressed
lo meel the deadline on s

its comprehensive water use plan by -
1977, the mandatory date set by the |
Watér Resource Law of 1950. This

section directs the legislature to
provide for the necessities in ad-

ministration of Montana waters.

This section of the proposed Con

stitution must be passed if Montana

IS to protect its water for use by

Montanans. It must be passed ifl
Montana is to have the same
authority and protection of its water

that Colorado, Wyoming, and other
western states now have, '

I urge pl} voters to review the old
and ;J@pes?d Constitutianal
statements. Read it yourselves so
that you know what it says. Know
the protection and rights it will
provide you. Do not accepl the
statements made by those who lost
oul in their bid for the Con-Con and
are spreading doubt in the minds of
others.

I assure you that after reviewing
the proposed Constitution, I'ma
voting for it because of its
and what it will do for the people
Montana.

Sincerely yours,
C.C. Bowman, Head
Agricultural  Ei
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EEftter toe

The unqualified endorsement
being given to the proposed
Montana Constitution by the
Montana Catholic Conference
causes one to wonder if they are
ready and anxious to dispose of the
moral doctrine that parents are
responsible for the education and
welfare of their children.

““ARTICLE X EDUCATION
AND PUBLIC LANDS, Section I.
EDUCATIONAL GOALS AND
DUTIES. (1.) It is the goal of the
people to establish a system of
education which will develop the
full educational potential of each
person. Equality of educational
opportunity is guaranteed to each
person of the state.” Should the
proposed Constitution be adopted,
the state will decide the extent of a
child’s potential—which child will
dig ditches and which will go to
college. Parents will no longer
have the God-given, moral

respo . for their children.
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! W
abolishes the rights of the people
by making their sovereignty and
freedom subject to the whims of
the legislature. It advocates totali-
tarian socialism. As an example, |
“ARTICLE IX ENVIRONMENT |
AND NATURAL RESOURCES, |
Section I. PROTECTION AND
IMPROVEMENT. (1). The state
and each person shall maintain |
and improve a clean and healthful
environment in Montana for
present and future generations. |
(2). The legislature shall provide
the administration and enforce-
ment of this duty.” Here the
“State” will decide what consti-
tutes a clean, healthful enviren-
ment and enforce it. Webster’s
dictionary defines environment as
“the totality of external influences
on an organism.” A government
that totally controls is TOTALI-
TARIAN., A government that
totally provides is SOCIALISTIC.
That socialism or totalitarian-
ism will help the poor is an a d
deception. The proposed p
tion provides for a totalitarian
socialistic government for the
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nt that?



