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1\ Are We Capable
Of Self-Government?

There is one central fact
that voters must keep in mind
during the next few weeks as
the merchants of fear step up
their campaign against the new
constitution.

That is that if defeated, we
will have to live under the old
constitution for. perhaps, the
rest of our lives. And the 1889
constitution was written to fa­
vor large corporation interests
which were dominant at that
time.

Montanans voted over-
whelmingly to have a new con­
stitution written. They then
voted for 100 good men and
women (who could hold no
political office) to write this
new document.

It couldn't have been done
in a more democra tic and
statesman-like manner.

A "No" vote would negate
all this eUort. and would, in
effect, be a denial of our abil­
ity to govern ourselves
through the elective process.

No more democratic way
could have been devised than
to have the people vote on the
question of writing a new can·
stltutlon, and then electing
the men and w0 men who
would write it.

If it is now defea ted
what's next? '

It'. not a perfect docu­
meat. of course. It doesn't
J1e- all bUerests In all In­
... II But bow could one

go abOut writing such a per­
fect constitution?

Perhaps the second most
important fact to remember
about the new constitutiol
is that it contains provisio~
for the people to change lt~

We are not stuck with It
aswearewiththeoldone. '

What could be more -faiT
than that?

As we have written be­
fore, there is nothing to fear
in the new constitution. It es­
sentially gives more freedom
to the legislature (our elected
representatives) to make those
governmental reforms that
are long overdue, and in the
future, to adapt to changing
times.

It allows for tax reform,
for educational reform, and
government and court reor­
ganization.

If we don't like how the
members of the legislature
handle their new freedoms,
we can vote them out of of­
fice-that's the democratic
way.

The new constitution gives
us the means of governing
ourselves more efficiently,
and without out-or-date
restrictions which favor big
business and big corpor­
ations.

Wha t it boils down to Is
the question: Do we have
faith in our ability to govern
ourselves?

Our answer is"Yes."
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Lettertoe
Editor:

The unqualified endorsement
being given to the proposed
Montana Constitution by the
Montana Catholic Conference
causes one to wonder if they are
ready and anxious to dispose of the
moral doctrine that parents are
responsible for the education and
welfare of thelT children.

"ARTICLE X EDUCATION
AND PUBLIC LANDS, Section I.
EDUCATIONAL GOALS AND
DUTIES. (1.) It IS the goal of the
people to establish a system of
education which will develop the
full educational potential of each
person. Equality of educational
opportunity is guaranteed to each
person of the state." Should the
proposed Constitution be adopted,
the state will decide the extent of a
child's potential-which child will
dig ditches and which will go to
college. Parents will no longer
have the God-given, moral
responsibility for their children.
As it was in Nazi Germany. as it is
in Russia and China, the UState"
wUl PilIIride !'Dr aacjl and for all.

Christian shdurd vote away
GOO~ven right! .

From the Pte8m~ to the Adop­
~, the proposed
.~i88flal"IImilB d

,
itor
abolishes the rights of the people
by makmg theIr sovereignty ancl
freedom subject to the whuns 01
the legislature. It advocates totali­
tartan socialism. As an example.
"ARTICLE IX ENVIRONMENT
AND NATURAL RESOURCES,
Section I. PROTECTION AND
IMPROVEMENT. (1). The state
and each person shall maintain
and improve a clean and healthful
environment in Montana for
present and future generations.
(2). The legislature shall prOVIde
the administration and enforce­
ment of this duty." Here the
"State" will decide what consti­
tutes a clean, healthful environ­
ment and enforce it. Webster's
dictionary defines environment as
"the totality of external influences
on an organism. H A government
that totally controls is TOTALI­
TARIAN. A government that
totally provides is SOCIALISTIC.

That socialism or totalitarian­
ism will help the poor is an age~ld

deception. The proposed Constitu­
tion provides for a totalitarian
socialistic government fbr the
State of Montana. How man
people really want that?

Mn.


