
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION BOOKLET -OBJECT IVT. ANALYSIS FOR MONTANA CITIZENS 

April 3, 1972 

Dear Mr. Scanlin: 

As you knot/, there are those of us at Montana State University who are 

working on a tabloid supplement to provide information on the Constitution. 

Vie would like to devote the bulk of the text to providing answers to the 

most frequently asked questions about the proposed constitution. Uould 

you please help us by jotting down soue of the questions you have been 

getting so that we can include them in our text? 

Very truly yours, 

Richard B. Roeder 

*) Associate Professor of History and 

Official Historian & Rapporteur 

Title I 

/ 
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CONSTITUTIONAL COUVE11TIOK EOOKLET-OBJECTIVE ANALYSIS FOR MONTANA CITIZEKS 

April 3, 1972 

Dear Mrs Bates: 

As you knou, there are those of us at Montana State University who are 

working on a tabloid supplement to provide information on the Constitution, 

Ue would like to devote the bulk of the text to providing answers to the 

nost frequently asked questions about the proposed constitution. Itould 

you please help us by jotting down soL;e of the questions you have been 

getting so that we can include then*, in our text? 

Very truly yours, 

7 

Richard B. Roeder 

Associate Professor of History and 

Official Historian & Rapporteur 

Title I 

R£R:gn 

/ 

.1 L<~J-' 
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April 5, 1972 

Great Falls, Montana 59405 

26 Prospect Drive 

Dear Dick, 

Hope you get the tabloid supplement going soon for the momentum of "need" is 

growing also, I believe. We 4 gals in GF have been out already speaking to 

groups about 3 times each. The fellows I think are reluctant. However, we 

got together for breakfast just yesterday morning to formulate a plan for local 

TV, radio and speaking engagements without duplication and to be able to cover 

all requests. We also discussed the information you are requesting as an assist 
to ourselves, so here it is: 

1. The rural towns and people seem to have on their minds "Was it in the old 

Constitution" "Is it different from the old Constitution". We feel they have 

never read the constitution, and arenTt curious beyond what we reply, but guess 

you know it is time consuming for us to look up in the Constitution and make an 

on the spot evaluation if it was in the constitution, or which sections were 

included in one - the use of the yellow book seems to quell some fears more than 

our refeifel to the comments from our workbooks from the convention. We even feel 
they aren't to interested in the section proposed, as the fact was it, or wasn't 
it in the old constitution. It would seem this comparison would be valuable, 

and especially help the delegates. 

2. We all have learned, as perhaps you have, that the few minutes of personal 

conversation we can have in our businesses, socially or walking down the street 

when we are asked "Do you think it is a good constitution" - or "do you recommend 

voting for it because I donTt understand this stuff" - or "if you say itrs good 

good, I'll vote for it because I voted for you" - would indicate to us that per 

haps a statement "Talk to your delegate" would be a good inclusion (altho I realize 

the rural people might frankly Beytbld by the Archie Wilsons and Kamhoots to vote 

"No" - so evaluate that one. It does appear the rank and file citizen, however 

in the urban area are being convinced by the few personal conversations with a 

delegate they know. ^ 

3. Again among the small towns and rural people, the letter under Joe Eskildsen*s 

signature that went out from the Board of Examiners telling them their taxes could 

go up 2000% is a real problem. The heads of the farm organizations have really 

spread the word locally at meetings and by letter to each individual member, and 

they do have confidence in their organizations it appears. We do create a doubt in 

their minds as delegates whom they apparently trust, and appreciate the logic of 

the commissioners and Board being the judge and jury as versus the proposal we 

make - so some inroad is being made, but it might be a good one for you to include 

comment on. The urban people think the change is great! 

4. Other than the engineering firms who are involved in the Highway Dept., the 

anti-diversion section sounds good to the average citizen. They all have their 

peeve with the Dept. and apparently the building proposal of the Highway Dept. 

was just going too far. We find the idea of accountability of fund s to the people 

thEOugh the Legislature appeals, as well as the idea we should be thinking eventually 

in terms of "transportation" as versus earmarked funds for highways alone. The 

contractors come back with the comment that when the time comes for other transportation 

the Legislature should set up more earmarked funds for airports, mini-rails, or what 

ever. They apparently are continuing to get influencing letters from the Highway 

Dept. Since we have an engineering and architectural supply store, we have practically 

everyone of the contractors in the state in frequently, and it occurs to me they don't 

want to change their minds about the accountibility part of it, altho they admit they 



get the bid or not - seems this is an innovation of Gov. Anderson - it used to be 
the kickback was made only by the successful bidder. I have told them it must be 
their consience then, that determines their vote - whether they supported me for 
efficient government or want the/system they now have. Think some of the contractors 
are aware the average citizen is becoming aware of the Highway operation as it now 
exists, and they might get caught in their own trap as far as their integrity is 
concerned. I know most of this isn't pertinent to what you can include in the 
brochure, but maybe as background it will have some value. ̂ Et is a subject that 
can't be overlooked, I feel, to encourage the average voterMcnow that for total 
accountibility, financially, the anti-diversion section is a step forward, for 
they have the bulk of the votes. 

Local Govt. seems to please everyone, both the elected officials and the people, 
small towns, who feel they will be left alone, and the city for relief. Don11 

think there is any problem there - it is received enthusiastically wherever we 
have spoken. 

Again, the urban area thinks the Revenue and Finance article is great, but the 

small towns and rural people think it is opening up a pandora of taxes - somehow 

the story has gotten to them that if the 2 mill levy had been officially included 

in the new proposal, it would have made them secure for the future, but now they 

think "will my taxes go up 5 times next year" (actually one question asked).. 
Maybe you can work on that. 

It seems to us there won't be too much problem in our urban area - for the attitude 

is that the new constitution must offer some relief if the delegates say so, and 

be better than the one we are using now. It appears the rural and small town folks 

are fearful^, of course, of anythingj mostly because of their lack of knowledge 
of the whole operation of government, and pride themselves on knowing personally 

an elected official to whom they can go with their problems - and how you can cope 

with that I wonder! 

The other big question asked is if we are going to vote on each section, and why 

the special election (our clerk and recorder aired his ire about the extra "work" 

etc. in the Sunday paper, leaving people wondering why the convention choose to 

make the election separate ,^ etc) The answer that the organic act requires it be 
handled this way, and the convention had to tailor the ballot and election to meet 

these requirements, seems to be a satisfactory answer. The people are as confused 

as the delegates it seems about the fact they must vote on each of the four items 

and not overlook voting for any one of them etc., etc. It would seem important to 

point out this fact, that everyone must vote "no" or "yes" on each item. 

City people immediately understand the physical impossibility of voting on each section 

in the voting booth, and are interested to know they will have a copy of the pEoposal 

mailed to them officially if they are registered to make their decisions before they 

go to vote. Most leave this conversation with "if there is something I don't under 

stand I'll phone you". In the city, the people's attitude is optimistic - but the 

rural attitude is fearful from, the communications they Irave received and they are 

confused. 

I am hopeful the Extension Service will do the usual good job they have been in the 

past on Inter local arrangements, and think if they would devote their next brochures 

to the revenue and finance article particularly, it would counter-balance some of 

the information they are getting from the farm organizations. Clyde Jarvis at lunch 

the other day to Forward Great Falls made quite a speech about the good proposal we 

had produced, and heartily approved it to them. I am hoping he will do something 

like that within his organization - will ask him the next time I see him. 
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I know I have been wordy, Dick, but hope I have conveyed the attitude as we see it 
to date, and I am sure you will hear about the same from the other delegates. 

Hope some of this is helpful - have written off the top of my head, as I am sure 
you are gathering, to get an answer to you promptly, for I know time is of the 
essence. 

Best regards — how does it feel to be back in the "real11 world? 

Fondly, 

Mrs. Carroll C. Blend 

26 Prospect Drive 

Great Falls, Mt. 59405 
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St. Pauls United Methodist Church 
P. O. Box 1080 • Office Phone 442-5643 

Helena, Montana 5960] 

April 4, 1972 

Professor Richard B, Roeder 

Departnent of History, Government & Philosophy 
Montana State University 
Bozeman, Mt. 59715 

Dear Rich: 

In answer to your question: people here in Helena don't seem 
to be asking many questions at all about the Constitution. I 
get one stock question: do you think it's a good Constitution? 

I do get a lot of questions about the unicameral vs. bicameral 
issue, but that may be because they know I have a great interest 
in that particular side issue. Some people have expressed con 
cern about the gambling issue. Some have expressed their opinions 
on the executive article, usually to say that they think we should 
have gone for the short ballot. Some have raised questions about 
the J.P. section, and atll were glad to know we will have fewer 
JP's than before and that small claims courts will now be possible 
This is about all I have heard. 

Perhaps the fact that there is not much questioning or contro 
versy indicates acceptance here of the new constitution. 

Sincerely yours, 

H'w George Harper 
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LAW OFFICES 

BRUCE M. BROWN BRUCE M. BROWN 
TELEPHONE 232-3O54 

DEWEY M. HUSS \ <q. NORTH 9I.H STREET 

ASSOCIATE 

MILES CITY, MONTANA 59301 

April 4, 19 72 

Mr. Richard B. Roeder 

Department of History, Government & Philosophy 
Montana State University 

Bozeman, Montana 59 715 

Dear Dick: 

Thank you for your letter of April 3, 19 72. Most of the people 
in this area have little or no knowledge of what was done at the 
convention. They usually ask did I enjoy it, was it non-partisan 
and did you write a good constitution. If I tell them that I think 
it is going to be a good constitution then they seem satisfied. 
Those that have asked about the constitution I find the following 
are the most common questions: 

1. What are the advantages/dis advantages of a unicameral 
legislature compared to a bicameral legislature. Incidentally 
there is a great deal of interest in the unicameral legislature. 

2. Will it be possible under the new constitution to 

consolidate city-county government or counties. 

3. What changes, if any, were made in the justice of 

the peace court system- : 

4. What will the new taxation article do to farmers and 

ranchers. 

It was a pleasure serving with you, Dick. 

iest personal regards, 
■ v \ 

■\ 

Bruce M. Brown 

BMBrsms 
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The Liv j ngst on 

ENTERPRISE 
PUBLISHED SUNDAY & EVENINGS TUES. THRU FRI. 

ROBERT KELLER 

PUBLISHER 

RUSS WELLS 

MANAGING EDITOR 

PHONE (406) 222-2OO0 POST OFFICE BOX 665 

LIVINGSTON. MONTANA 59047 

FRED J. MARTIN 

EDITOR 

April 5, 1972 

Hi, Eich: 

Questions I run into most: 

1. Why do we have to vote for Unicamoral or Bicameral? 

2, Why did Con Con not retain the Anti-Mviersion 
amendment? 

3« Why a long ballot? 

4. Why didn!t Con Con retain the state debt limit? 

5« Why wasn't the two-mill state levy ceiling retained'; 

6. Does the new Constitution permit state aid to 
sectarian schools? 

7. What new articles are in the Bill of Rights? 

8. Can 18 year olds run for office? Why can't they 

run to state offices? 

9« Will annual sessions lead to professional state 
legislators and thus prohibit ranchers, business and 

professional people, business men and others from 

participating in the legislative process? 

10. Why did the Constitutional include provisions 

for a Legislative Audit committee and also continue 

as a constitutional officer the office of State 

Auditor* Does the State Auditor audit? 

11. Is it easier to put on the ballot the initiative, 

referendum or a constitutional amendment than under 

the 1889 constitution? 

12. Since the new constitution contains less than 

12,000 words and the old had 26,000 or 28,000 what 

was left out and what was left in? 

13. What new powers have been given local governments 

to adjust to changing times? Will it mean that 

counties will have to consolidate? 

14. Why wasn't the State Board of Equalization 

retained? Does this grant of power to the state 

supercede the powers of the county assessors? 

(over 
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..JVLGUMEinL HELENA, MONTANA 59601 . TELEPHONE 466/449^750 

April 6, 1972 

Richard B. Roeder 

Department of History, 

Government and Philosophy 
Montana State University 

Bozeman, Montana 59715 

Dear Dick: 

The most frequently asked questions in my area are: 

Will the death penalty be abolished if the new Constitution 
is accepted? 

What is the effect of the proposed environmental provision 
in the Constitution? 

Would the side issue eliminate all statutes on gambling? 

When will the registered voters receive their copies of the 
proposed Constitution? 

Since there is not enough reform would it be better to vote 

against th$ new Constitution and hope for another Constitu 
tional Convention in eight years? 

Why did the majority of delegates prefer the one-house system? 

What effect will the local government provisions have on city-
county consolidation? 

Why wasn't the anti-diversion amendment removed entirely? 

Why wasn't the executive article shortened in the number of 
offices mentioned therein? 

Yours very truly, 

Robert J, Campbell 

501 Western Bank Building 

RJC:w Missoula, Montana 59801 

Delegate, District 18 
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April 6, I972 

Hi Dick, 

t MUST CONFESS THAT NOT THAT MANY PEOPLE ARE KNOCKING ON MY DOOR TO ASK 
ABOUT THE OONBTITUTION...HOWEVER.... I DID TALK WITH THE SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS 
WHO WERE IN TOWN.FOR A MEETING A WEEK OR SO AGO. . .SOME OF TH«H QUESTIONS 
WERE RELATED TO THE EDUCATION ART! OLE*... ( I. & f. MONEY ... HOW KILL IT BE 

DISTRIBUTED..,SINCE THE AGE6-21...CE NSUS HAS SEEN, DELETED?....WHAT ABOUT 
ACCESS TO PUBLIC LANDS?...WHAT IS THE ' STATUS OF THE "COMMISSIONER OF HlGHER 
Education, named in the section that .deals with Regents. ..Is he a chancellor?... 
IS HE CONSIDERED TO BE ON AN EQUAL" PLANE WITH THE SuPT. OF PUBLIC InSTBUCTION? 
Some bit of interest and confusion in the statment of goals ,n that education * 
ARTICLE...REGARDING CRADLE TO GRAVE EDUCATION FOR ALL...TO LIMIT OF POTENT IAL... ETC, 

I FOUND NONE OF THEM WERE HOSTILE TO WHAT WE CAME UP WITH IN THIS ARTICLE 
AND THEIR QUESTIONS WEREN«T REALLY PRESSED... AFTER I SHARED WHAT MY UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE SITUATION WAS....BUT POSSIBLY 8OM£ BIT OF EXPLANATION IN THIS ARTICLE 

WOULD HELP...I THINK THE PROVISION FOR SHARING FEDERAL PROGRAM W, TH NOS-PUBI.I C 
3BH0.0LS....CAN BE UNDERSTOOD |F WE LET THEM KNOW THAT THIS IS ALREADY THE WAY 

THE SYSTEM |8 WORK 1NG...WE*RE NOT OPENING VAST FLOOD GATES OF PUBLIC MONEY...ETC. 

Gambling is one many are interested in...and the one* who have talked about 
IT WITH ME SEEM TO WANT THE MORE FLEXIBLE POSSIBILITY... 

I don't think any very great explanation for either the death penalty or Bambling 
NEED BE MAOE.. .THEfirP SEEM RATHER SELF-EVIDENT... 

d property 

Rural people seem most conserned about the 2 mill limit on /ax ...and on the 
FACT THAT CERTAIN COUNTY OFFICES AREN*T FIRMED UP FOREVER BY THIS CONSTITUTION 
I DO THINK THE MAIN TREMBLING CCMES FROM CURRENT COUWT HOUSE CREWS...THE 
CONSTITUENTS AT LARGE AREN»T TROUBLED ABOUT HAVING THE OPTION OF CHOOSING 
FORMS OF COUNTY AND LOCAL GOVT. 

Some fears about the urban people socking it to the rural are about...but 
THE SINGLE MEMBER DISTRICT...IS AN OFFSETTING FACT THEY ARE GRATEFUL FOR... 

Most seem to be interested in my candid opinion about the product...it1s 
OBVIOUS THEY HAVEN«T READ IT...THEY WANT TO KNOW WHETHER I FEEL It's A 
WORTHY EFFORT....SO SOMETHING SHOULD BE MABE OF THE FACT THAT WE SIGNED 

THE THING...100 STRONG...ALL WITH SOME RESERVAT I ONS.. .B UT ALL WITH A FEELING 
THAT IT WAS BETTER THAN TRYING TO HACK IT WITH THE f89 VERSION, 

Hope this is helpful...I miss all the bood times in convention hall...and 
THE WITTICISMS OF STYLE AND DRAFT DAYS.1 

See you, 
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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION EOOKLET-OBJECTIVE AHALYSIS FOR MONTANA CITIZENS 

April 3, 1972 

Dear Mr. Burkhardt: 

As you know, there are those of us at Montana State University who are 
working on a tabloid supplement to provide information on the Constitution. 
lie would like to devote the bulk of the text to providing answers to the 
most frequently asked questions about the proposed constitution. Would 
you please help us by jottinc down soiae of the questions you have been 
getting so that we can include them in our text? 

Very truly yours, 

Richard B. Roeder 

Associate Professor of History and 

Official Historian & Rapporteur 

Title I 

Rl'Rlgm 

V 
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Eastern Montana College 
BILLINGS. MONTANA 59101 

Division of Social Science 

April 6, 1972 

Richard B. Roeder 

History Department 

Montana State University 

Bozeman, Montana 

Dear Dick: 

In response to your memorandum of April 3, I would like to point out 
that the following kinds of questions concerning the Constitution have come to 
my attention: 

1. What are the provisions concerning natural resources? 

2. "Why weren't the provisions dealing with natural resources and 
environment stronger? 

3. Why did the Convention decide to submit alternatives to the people 
and how were these alternatives determined? 

4. Why was so much attention paid to the Bill of Rights and why was the 
wording of the ^ill of Rights in the present Constitution preserved 

in the new document rather than being simplified and shortened as 
has been the case with other provisions? 

5. How will the adoption of the new Constitution affect state or local 
officers whose terms have not expired at the time the Constitution 
is adopted? 

6. What will be the consequences if the proposed Constitution is not 
ratified? 

7. Why were the present county officers retained and listed in the new 
Constitution? 

8. What is the distinction between constitutional and statutory matters? 

MONTANA COLLEGE IS A UNIT OF THK MONTANA UNIVERSITY SY5TEM, THE OTHER COMPONENT INSTITUTIONa OF WHICH ARB UNIVERS.TY OF MONTANA 

""' M0NTANA "^ UNIVER8ITY AT *O««AN. WESTERN MONTANA COLLEGE AT DILLON, THE MONTANA COLLEGE OP MINIMAL SSn^B AND TCCH 
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Richard B. Roeder - Page 2. 

If I encounter other questions I will submit them to you as quickly as 

possible. I suppose by now you are back in the academic harness and if your 

feelings are like mine you are glad to be back. I certainly enjoyed my associations 
with you at the Convention, and I hope our paths will cross many times in the 

future. If and when you come to Billings, please be sure to contact me. 

Best regards, 

Jeorge W. Rollins, Chairman 

Social Science Division 

GWR/bm 
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Farmers State: Bank 

OF 

Conrad, Montana 

April 6, 1972 

Richard B. Roeder 

Associate Professor of History and 

Official Historian & Rapporteur 

Title I 

Montana State University 

Bozeman, Montana 59715 

I have listed the five questions most asked of me in the order of the 
frequency with which they were asked. 

(1) Will the taxes on my land be greater under state appraisal and 
equalization? 

(2) What "other classes of property" were intended under Sub. (c) 
of Section 5, Article VIII? 

(3) Why can't we have "Bingo" and "Raffles11? 

(4) Why do we need a^ "Clerk of the Court" in every county? 

(5) Why do we still have overlapping of services and functions in 
our cities and counties? 

Yours very truly, 

E. M. Berthelson 

EMBsrn 

MEMBER JTHSDBRAIi DBPOSIT IN8URANOB CORPORATION 
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STATE CAPITOL • HELENA, MONTANA 596O1 . TELEPHONE 4O6/449-375O 

April 7, 1972 

Mr. Richard B. Roeder 

Associate Professor 

Montana State University 

Bozeman, Montana 59715 

Dear Dick: 

Thanks for your letter of April 3rd in regard to the Constitutional 

Convention booklet. The main problem in regard to the new 

Constitution in our area is misinformation on the part of the press 

and public. I hope you will be able to get your booklet out in the 

near future so that some of the misinformation can be corrected. 

I would think that the main thing to stress in your booklet is for 

the people to sit down and read the new Constitution and the 

explanations of eacjh. section before they make a... decision and 

bef o:rre they go out and critize it. We have had a number of 

newspaper people commenting on it and every item they raentioned 

was incorrect. I have written one letter to the editor and I guess 

we will have to continue to do so to keep everything straight. 

The biggest anti-segment we are running into in our area also is 

on the revenue and finance article. Ranchers and Farmers and 

all taxpayers are all concerned over the article and some of the 

information they have received. They think all assessment of 

property is going to be changed completely and taxes are going to 

go skyhigh. I try to point put to them that all assessment and 

taxation will be in the hands of the Legislature and they may adopt 

a system very similar to the one we have now. I also advise them 

that agriculture is one of our largest industries in Montana and I 

don't think the Legislature is going to take out and try to break them. 

I would think that a fairly good and full explanation of the revenue 

and taxation article in your booklet would certainly be of some help 

and possibly calm their fears. 
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Mr. Richard B. Roeder 

April 7, 1972 

Page 2 

Incidently, did you see the article in Time magazine on the Convention? 
I thought it was very well written and should help in the educational 
program. 

In trying to analyze the situation, I would say that we received a lot 

of bad publicity early in the Convention when the papers were publishing 
some of the nutty proposals that were introduced. I feel that a lot of 
the people think that we adopted some of these proposals and until we 

convince them we didn't they will probably be opposed to the Constitution. 
This is some of the feeling we run into in this area. 

I enjoyed working with you at the Convention and I think you added a lot 

of thought and information to all of the delegates on various articles 
that we covered. 

Best of luck in your new undertaking. 

Best regards. 

Very truly yoursv 

THOMAS M. ASK 
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•Edbri ;2L 
(Attorney at 

2108 <&zntx ^ 

59102 ^mte ̂ 6-6522 

April 7, 1972 

Hon. Richard B. Roeder 

Associate Professor of History-
Montana State University 

Bozeman, Montana 

Dear Richard: 

Because the ballot provides that a vote for the new 
constitution means a vote for bicameralism, my 16 year old 

daughter asked me ". . . should I vote against the constitu 
tion and for unicameralism on the first alternative?" 

I discussed this matter with Jack Schiltz and some 
of the other Delegates at a recent Chamber of Commerce meeting 
and Schiltz says that this was a good point. It is going to be 
difficult to explain to people that they have to vote for 

bicameralism and then against it on the first alternative. I 
think this is going to be a very serious problem because many 

people in Billings want to get rid of the present, antiquated 
system of bicameralism. 

I am speaking to the Breakfast Optimist Club in 
Billings at 6:30 a.m. Friday. 

Yesterday Lyle Monroe called me on the telphone to 

say that he has moved his family and trailerhouse to Billings 
where he will be employed as a field agent for Dick Dzivi who, 

as you know, is running for Governor against Tom Judge. Monroe 

wanted me to invite him to any of my speaking engagements so 

he could speak as a Con-Con Delegate on the Bill of Rights 

(his committee) but make contact for his employer. 

I explained to him that I had already refused to go 

to dinners for Tom Judge and that I was not going to take any 

active part in partisan politics until after June 6. My first 
love will be the new constitution. 

I am still talking about my Parliament and find a 

tremendous amount of interest in it. As you can see, I am 

getting ready for the next convention 22 years hence. Good 
luck on your project. 

I am looking forward to being on the faculty next Fall 

I was almost tempted to tell Monroe that I have a conflict of 

interest in that if Judge does not get through the primary I 
won't have a job next Fall. 

Sincerelvj yours, 

SLS* J^fJ^Sanae Special Collections Montana State Uiu^egjtfo-^^errgn Il^St^Ffeate without permission 



Montana State University -Bozeman Do"not duplicate without permission 



STATE CAPITOL HELENA. MONTANA 596O1 TELEPHONE 406/449-3750 

1201 North Excelsior 

Butte, Montana 

April 8, 1972 

Professor Richard B. Roeder 

Montana State University 

Bozeman, Montana 

Dear Rich: 

Thank you for your letter. 

The majority of questions I have been faced with con 

cerning the Constitution deal with the gambling issue, 

and changes in the Judicial and Executive branches of 

the government. 

The sections oil Revenue and Finance dealing with anti-

diversion have been of interest to many, as well as, 

the statewide property assessment. 

The Right-to-Khow seetion has stirred a great deal of 

interest. 

The people seem quite favorable to what we have, done 

and I have felt no great opposition from any area. 

If there is anything else I can do for you, please let 

me know. 

Best personal regards, 

Daniel ¥. Harrington 

DWH/ph 
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CONSTITUTIONAL COUIEHIH BOOKLET-OBJECTS ANALYSIS FOR «HUM COT-

Dear Mr. Etchart: 

getting so that we can include 

RBRJgm 

April 3, 1972 

in our text? 

Very truly yours, 

• / 

Richard B. Uoeder 
Associate Professor of History and 
Official Historian & Rapporteur 

Title I 

^.r-^U&riL* it 

f 

*** 
«4&-C€~ 

&* 

) 
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TELEPHONE 406/449-3750 

Dick: 

Questions: 

Does the state now own the water? 

Y/hsy were 2 mill levy and debt limits removed? 

If one votes against the const., can he then disregard the rest 

of the ballot? 

How much politics in the Convention? 

Is there only 1 Justice of Peace in each county? 

Isn11 there too much left to the Legislature? 

Mason 
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STATE CAPITOL HELENA, MONTANA 596O1 TELEPHONE 4O6/449-375O 

April 8, 1972 

Dear Dick, 

I am very pleased with the accefc-ance of the work of the convention. I 

Have srokertp different places to groups of 20 or more and there h^ve 

-been few questions. At the Kiw?.n$iis and the Exchange Clubs I passed out 

• copies of the constiution and th^jr carried them home. 

Revenue and taxation: Sonny Hanson who is running for Lt. Gov. seems to 
think the Leg. will give away all those gasoline taxes. 
I suggested he read the whole constitution before 
deciding to vote against it. 

Natural Resources: One person has been concerned about the wgty the water 

section is written. He was afraid the state could take 
the water from a private well. 

Local Gov!t; Glad it will be easier for cooperation and consolidation be 
tween govTt units. 

Pleased with self govft charter writing 

Leg. Article: Coneern from present legislators about the annual sessions. 
How to get unicameral? 

I have had some comment about the unlimited amendments and people ere hapry 
about this. 

On the radio we got some concern about when they could get their copy of 
the proposed constitution. 

I do my own typing. Good Luck. You porbably know the voter education 
committee is meeting in Helena on the lVth. Bob will have the film ready 
for a viewing. 

Sincerely, __ / 

Katie Payne 
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BITTER ROOT VETERINARY CLINIC 

J. K. WARD, D. V. M. 

CLINIC PHDNE: 363-1123 

RESIDENCE: 363-2663 

ROUTE ND. 2, BOX 2O73 

Hamilton, Montana 
S9Q4O 

■H-ll 9, 1972 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
OF EQUINE PRACTIONERS 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
OF BOVINE PRACTIDNERS 

PRACTICE LIMITED TO 
EQUINE AND BEEF 

CATTLE CONSULTATION 

hsrd !■• lto«der, ?ii.D. 

ociate Prof es ::or of History 

c?^a Stste University* 

eman, I lout ana 

ick; 

- people have iirmirod abc 1: ^he ccnst 

n bufJ7 taiki-rr to individuals and also rro:os - aboiit 
- -

The qtisstxons uS".\ally asked are: 

1. Viliau d"- yov bhink of the ro->ois-?d consiitutior. ^.••Dnrs^lf? 

2. Are tou borne for g-ood? The7 are apparently surprised tig 
are i'iniyherl* 

3« ^ihat did jov. do over the.ue in Helena? 

h» Should -re vote for the proposed constitution? 

5. T-iow does it d?.i>i'cr from the old one? 

6. IJhat ne-j lairq did you pass? lis-ally irf.th refereiice to 
people who thinic it is stir, another legislativo session. 

Hope this mil hr-lp you. I'll s-.:;- one thing - thoro's -norgh 

conversation pertairing to our work and rcost people are interested. 

Sincerely, 

J.u. Ward, D.V.i.. 
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STATE CAPITOL • HELENA. MONTANA 596O1 

Antelope,Montana 

April 10, 1972 

TELEPHONE 406/449-3750 

Richard B, Roeder 

Official Historian & Rapporteur 

Title I 

Bozeman, Montana 59715 

Dear Dick, 

I have had three official gatherings now; two of 

them were fiteen to twenty anf the third consisted of 

about seventy-five very interested people. 

The following questions seemed to come up at one 

time or another* 

1» What happens if the Constitution is voted down? 

2. Since the two-mill levy restriction.was removed, 

how high can our property taxes go? 

3« What will the Lieuteneant Governor do arad what 

will his salary be? 

t&. When will we get a copy of the document? 
5« How many changes have been made? 

6. Are you going to vote for it? 

Most people I have talked with don't know enough 

about it to ask any quwestions. However, I hope these 
will be of some1 help to you, 

_Sincerley, 

k-asheiro 
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April 10, 1972 

List of Enclosures in First mailing to Delegates after Sine die: 

1. President Graybill's Memorandum re: law suit. 

2. Dorothy Eck's Memorandum re: what's happening. 

3. John Hanson's Memorandum re: voter information. 

4. Jim Garlington's Memorandum re: unfinished business. 

5. Newspaper clippings written by Chuck Johnson since adjournment. 

6. Article appearing in Time Magazine, April 10 issue. 

7. John Toole's speech which you requested printed. 

8. Last (5) Resolutions introduced, to complete sets. 

mm 
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STATE CAPITOL 
HELENA^IONTANA S96O1 . TELEPHONE 4O6/449-375O 

April 10, 1972 

Leo Graybill, Jr. 

President 

To: All Constitutional Convention Delegates 

From: Leo Graybill, Jr., President 

As you probably are aware from the press the Voter 

Education Committee has been sued by Oscar Kvaalen, a 
State Representative. His intent, apparently, is to stop 
the Convention from spending the funds appropriated for 

Voter Education. 

The Supreme Court ordered us to appear April 18, at 
2:00 p.m. And so, I called an unofficial meeting and 
invited all the attorneys in the Convention to attend if 
they wanted. A few could not be reached, but ten attended 
the meeting at the Capitol at 3:00 p.m. Sunday, April 9, 
and we discussed the suit thoroughly. The attorneys 

present divided up the work and agreed to handle the de 

fense themselves. 

We certainly want each of you to feel included in the 
discussion and proceedings. If any of you have any view 
points or ideas about the suit please write me, addressed 
to the Capitol, and the attorneys, along with the Voter 

Education Committee will review your ideas. 

My personal belief is that we can consider this 
legalistic attack the main method planned by .those object 
ing to the Constitution. However, we will present to the 

court what we intend to do and the objective approach we 

intend to take and let them decide. 

Meanwhile, the work laid out by the Voter Education 
Committee has been proceeding well and the delegates I 
talked to seem encouraged by the public response. 

LG:mm 
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TO Delegates 

FROM Subcommittee on Delegate and Citizen Participation 

RE* What's happening 

Over 100 Montana organizations which testified or sent letters to 

the convention and many other organizations with some interest in the 

new constitution are being contacted. We are setting up meetings with 

organization officers or staff members to discuss the new constitution, 

answer question, provide data for their newletters or publications, 

secure speakers for any state meetings prior to the election and 

ennourage their support and endorsement of the propssed constitution. 

It would be helpful if you would send us notice of local groups which 

have issued statements of support or end ore semen t and also quotes from 

letters or speeches which we might use as resource data for other 

delegates or for news releases. 

John Hanson* the convention's chief clerk, is continuing with our staff 

as voter education coordinator. He is enclosing some suggestions for 

delegate participation.. .compiled from the discussion of the brief meeting 

of our subctmittee on March 23 and suggestions of delegates. 

The subcommitte on delegate and citizen participation will meet again 

on Friday April l^fth in conjunction with a meeting of the voter education 

committee. For that meeting we'd appreciate a brief report on your 

actifities since the convention adjourned.••meetings attended with 

an indication of the type of audience and their response, .radio or tv 

appearances..news coverage, etc. We especially need to know what is 

concerning people.. .what questions they're asking.».andwho's opposing 

the constitution. 
1 
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STATE CAPITOL .. HBLENaTmONTANA 596O1 • TELEPHONE 4O6/449-375O 

April 10, 1972 

To: All Convention Delegates 

From: John Hanson, Voter Information 

The many hours of laborious study, debate, and draft 

have now ended with the adjournment of the Convention, but ahead 

lies the imminent task of ratification. To fulfill that task 
will require that information be provided on the proposed consti 
tution so that voters may express themselves when they vote. The 
major negative factor, which must be combated, is lack of knowledge 
and understanding by the general voters about the proposed document 
The other negative factor is that there will be some active opposi 

tion, although this does not seem to have arisen in a positive way 

as yet. 

There are many areas which may be dealt with to provide 
information to the public; outlined below are some suggestions 

for action: 

1. Meet with the Citizen Corps in your area and find out how 
much help you can count on for the voter information effort 
in your area. 'You should receive considerable help from the 

Citizen Corps. 

2. Dozens of groups'have heard speeches on the proposed Montana 

Constitution, but1 we need to reach hundreds more. It will 
be necessary to provide speakers for all state meetings and 
conventions, should they request, and to cover the hundreds 
of local clubs and organizations. Actively seek invitations 
from all organizations to include a speaker on the subject 
of the constitution in their programs and prepare yourself 
to give such a speech. A list of organization meeting dates 
can probably be obtained from your local Chamber of Commerce. 

Speeches should be followed by a request that the group 

issue a statement in support of or in opposition to the 
Constitution or on any particular issue. Make arrangements 

with news media so you will have adequate coverage. 

3. Arrange and take part in panel discussions to discuss the 
merits of the proposed constitution. Arrange to answer 

questions on one of the local radio "talk" shows. 
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page -2-

Memo to delegates 

4. Most counties have political rallies before the June primary. 

These would afford an excellent chance to discuss the pro 

posed constitution, but arrangements should be made in advance. 

5. Contact your local editors, writers, broadcasters; tell them 

you were a member of the Constitutional Convention; tell them 

that our purpose is to provide information on the subject so 

that voters may express themselves when they vote. Your offer 

should prompt other invitations. 

6. Letters to the editor: get out a series of letters to the 

editor. These should be short, single subject letters, 

covering areas that interest you most. 

7. Have small—three or four line "fillers" to be used in the 

local newspaper urging support and giving some vital infor 

mation on the local scene relating the constitution, or 

"so-and-so" says " ". Use such people as town 

mayor, town councilman, county commissioners, etc. 

8. Ask for public service time—especially for spot announcements. 

(You may also be included in regular news programs, interviews, 

panels, etc., which may or may not be public service.) When 

you use public service time, educate and inform but don't say 

"Vote Yes". 

a. In making arrangements, talk with the person in charge at 

the station about the length of the spot. A 30 second 

spot is common but they may want some longer or shorter. 

You'll probably go to the station to tape the spot. They 

may help you jto sharpen it up, but have a few possibi 

lities of the right length written down. 

b. A suggested public service spot message may go like this: 

"This is Bill Smith, a member of the recent Constitutional 

Convention, reminding you that there will be an important 

issue for Montanans on the June ballot. Read the litera 

ture (available at the public library; or attend the panel 

discussion, etc.) on the issues involved in the proposed 

constitution so you can cast an informed vote in June." 

Since each station has its own policy and preferences check 

with them first. 

9. Contact the local high schools and make arrangements for some 

type of student assembly. With the voting age at 18, many will 

be voting this June. Many of the schools have had classes 

relating the work of the Convention. The office of the Supt. 

of Public Instruction sent a considerable amount of information 

to the schools throughout the state so the students should be 

somewhat familiarized with the proposed document. 
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Memo to delegates 

A survey on the Illinois Constitutional Convention Call 

showed that over 40% of the voters made their decision on how to 
vote on the Convention Call in the last three weeks before elec 

tion day . It was also found that most voters made their decision 

at the same time they initially became aware of the issues, and 
there was very little switching once the decision was made. Your 

activities should build up to a climax during this time period. 

The suggestions listed are but a few of the things that 

can be done to inform the voters. An effort concentrated in these 

areas, however, would provide a good beginning. 

In the near future we shall be sending resources which 

may be used in writing speeches and in all the other areas. We 

hope to include such things as quotes, news articles, and any 

material either pro or con concerning the proposed constitution 

and its issues. 

It would be appreciated if each of you would send us a 

brief summary of what you have been doing. Please include such 

things as: names of organizations you have talked to, the number 

of people present, response received; panel discussions, "talk 
shows", etc. that you have participated in; questions asked of 

you by various interested groups or persons; and, details of any 

novel ideas you think may be effective. 

Please do not hesitate to write and express any thoughts 

or suggestions. We'certainly invite all suggestions and comments. 

mm 
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TELEPHONE 4O6/449-375O 

March 28, 1972 

Montana Constitutional Convention 

State Capitol 
Helena, Montana 59601 

Gentlemen: 

to attend to further 

Ass 
!?^e^ealiive is sent to the delegate, he can then make such 
d«PUca?ir^?argements, etc., as suit his particular desxres, 
all without further expense to the State. 

duplication in the 

matter b« l 

to in 

in 
to e.oh 

Itr 
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Montana Constitutional Convention 
Page Two - March 28, 1972 

aps 

rm* Mr nm^ipa • _ . at the Governor _ 
tut'* i' Bfooks was ln charge of obtaining the signatures 
the duplicates, and we were not able to ascertain whether 

these were successfully completed. The purpose of this memorandum 
is to call attention again to this matter, so that if duplicate 
originals are desired and can be completed, the necessary arranoe-
ments therefor can be made. y 

Respectfully submitted, 

. C. Garlington 

JCG/gms 

Merrill G. Burlingame Special Collections Montana State University - Bozeman Do not duplicate without permission 



STATE CAPITOL HELENA. MONTANA 396O1 TELEPHONE 409/449-3730 

March 28, 1972 

The Honorable Forrest Anderson 

Governor of Montana 

State Capitol 

Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear Governor Anderson: 

On behalf of the Delegates to the Montana Constitutional 

Convention, I extend to you our sincerest appreciation for 
your willingness to participate in our closing ceremonies. 

We realize this was an imposition on your time, but it did 

contribute greatly to the public understanding of the 
significance of the event. 

Trusting we may all see this first effort confirmed by early 
ratification, and with best personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

For the Convention 

JCG/gms 

See reverse for mailing list 
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The Honorable Forrest Anderson 

Governor of Montana 

State Capitol 

Helena, Montana 59601 

The Honorable David James 

State Senator 

Joplin, Montana 59531 

The Honorable Thomas Haines 

State Representative 

Western Bank Building 

Missoula, Montana 59801 

The Honorable Earl Old Person 

Blackfeet Tribal Business Council 

Browning, Montana 59417 

The Most Rev. Raymond Hunthausen 

Bishop of Helena 

Helena, Montana 59601 

Mrs. Firman Brown, Jr. 

Wildcat Road, East Rattlesnake 

Missoula, Montana 59801 

Miss Elaine Koyama 

Governor, Girl's State 

Hardin, Montana 59034 

Mr. Chris Mildoragovich 

Lt. Gov., Boys' State 

3949 Gladstone Avenue 

Butter Montana 59701 r 

Mr. John Elliott, President 

YMCA Youth Constitutional Convention 
431 No. 9th 

Bozeman, Montana 59715 

Mr. Joe Holland 

School of Mines 

West Park 

Butte, Montana 59701 

The Honorable John C. Harrison 

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 

Helena, Montana 59601 

The Rev. H. R. Anderson, Jr. 

First Presbyterian Church 

Great Falls, Montana 59401 
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March 28. 1972 

Eugene H. Mahoney 

P. O. Box 38. 

Thompson Falls, Montana 59 873 

Dear Gene: 

On behalf of the Delegates to the Montana Constitutional 
Convention, I want to state our regret that you could not be 
present to participate in our closing ceremonies. 

Your long and unselfish interest in Constitutional improve 
ment is well recognized, and it would have been most fitting 
to have you there to see it take a step nearer to realization, 

We enclose a copy of ,the final document, with a brief 
explanatory comment,, A more complete presentation of the 
entire subject matter is under way, and will be distributed 
to all the voters late in April* 

Trusting we may have your constant assistance in the next 
step, ratification, and with appreciation for all your past 

contributions to good government, I am 

Sincerely yoursr 

For the Convention 

JCG/gms 

See reverse for mailing list 
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Mr. Eugene Mahoney 

P. 0. Box 38 

Thompson Falls, Mntana 59873 

Mr. Dave Manning 

Hysham, Montana 59038 

Mr. James E. Murphy 

1 Main Building 

Kalispell, Montana59901 

Mr. Alex Blewett 

1st National Bank Building 

Great Falls, Montana 59401 

Senator Jack McDonald 

Belt, Montana 59412 
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1409 Fourth Avenue South 

Great Falls, Montana 59405 

April 11, 19 72 

Richard B. Roeder 

Associate Professor of History 

Montana State University 

Bozemanf Montana 59 715 

Dear Rich: 

Now that my post-Convention emotional let-down 

has let up...I'11 attempt to respond to your request. 

I've been literally running in circles talking 

to groups, appearing on TV and radio and meeting the demands 

of family and job. I'm grateful for the opportunity to 

talk to people though...it's been generally satisfying. 

On Sunday, I spoke to a group of about 200 

National Guardsmen. When I asked for a show of hands of 

those who felt the Constitution would pass...a healthy 

majority responded. There were many questions. .'.most re 

lating to the Revenue and Finance Article. Those who live 

in small towns or rural areas are deeply concerned about 

their property tjaxes. I tried to allay their fears and 

explained that if the new Constitution passes^the people 

will be able to make desired changes through initiative 

instead of having* to wait for the legislature. I think 

that the single mast attractive feature of the new Consti 

tution is the Constitutional Revision provision. Of course, 

I think the single most important feature is the Legislative 

ArticleL ..with a Unicamera!.••naturally. : . 

Here are some of the questions I've been receiving: . -

Why must I vote on all 4 questions on the ballot? 

Why couldn't the voters haye more choices — i#e. why 

couldn't the Constitution be presented in sections? 

Aren't the "right to know" and the"right to privacy" 

mutually exclusive? 

How much money will the unicameral save? 

Why are the legislators so critical of the new Constitution., 

that is, many of them? 
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page 2 

Couldn t the section on children's rights be interpreted 
to mean inclusion of children on juries, etc.? (District 
Judge Truman Bradford posed this question to me privately.) 

Why doesn't the Constitution contain stronger reclamation 
provisions? Why is the Environmental Article lo f^? 

Why don't we have a short ballot in the Executive Article? 
(How does that grab you, Rich?) Article. 

Will we be able to have small claims courts under the new 
document? 

When does£ the new Constitution take effect? 

Why should rural taxpayers help pay the cities' welfare 
costs? 

Since I've been home,I've encountered extremely favorable 
over-all feedings toward our tfork with one very vocal ex 
ception. Do you know the legislator from Cascade County..John 
Hall? Well, he stated that no* only will he vote against 
the new Constitution...he intends to work hard against it. 
His chief criticism is the provision in the REVENUE AND 
FINANCE Article that states"certain classes of property may 
be exempt'. He feels this will result in tremendous pressure 
on legislators by corportate interests, such as oil people. 
He said that m< previous sessions the only way the legislators 
could resist such pressure was by referring to the constitutional 
provision against exemptions. 

John's seeondtcriticism was of the Judicial Article which 
he feels will result in worse Supreme Court judges than we now 
have. John's attitude toward the entire Constitution is very 
negative...he's violently opposed to Uhicaraeral. I guess I must 
resign myself to the fact that he's adamant on every score If -
* can singly get him to keep from spreading this negative feeling 
Ifll have accomplished something. •*-***» 

Virginia Blenddand I have a difference of opinon on the 
majority bit concerning the ballot. I say, if 100 people vote 
on the mam issue (70 for and 30 against) , only 51 votes are^^ 
needed to pass unicameral (e.g. 51 for uni, 40_ioxJii.)^r^Virginia 
claims: not only 51 for uni but 4£ for bi, so there will be a total 
vote of 100...just as there was on the main issue. I can't con-"~ 
vince her otherwise. Please tell me I'm right...or uni could never 
maxe it. 

Sorry my response is so long...I'm also loquacious in person... 
as if you didn't know. Please drop by the McLaughlin Research 
Institute if you come to Great Falls. 
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Rockwood, Murray, Donahue & Daley 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

24O FIRST AVENUE WEST 

FORREST C. ROCKWOOD EaUSPBLL; MONTANA 599O1 

MARSHALL MURRAY TELEPHONE 

NORBERT F. DONAHUE Anrn TO 1Q79 406-756-9032 

JOSEPH F. DALEY APrli X * ' ■!■»'* P. O. BOX 899 

Mr. Richard B. Roeder 

Associate Professor of History 

and Official Historian & Rapporteur 

c/o Montana State University 

Bozeman, Montana, 59715 

In Re: Constitutional Convention Booklet 

Dear Dick: 

The only questions that I have been asked in this area so far are: 

(1) Is it a better document? 

(2) What does it do for me? 

(3) How does it compare to the existing Constitution 

with respect to readability and clarity? 

(4) How much trouble will Montana be in if we adopt it? 

(5) What do you think of it? 

I guess that's about all that anybody has ever asked me, although 

I have spoken to several meetings. 

The public doesn't know enough about what it contains at this stage 

to discuss it in detail or ask very many pointed questions unless 

they have been particularly involved in some aspect of it. 

The public is looking forward to any type of explanation that can 

be made, and I am sure that yours will be very good. 

I really enjoyed the Constitutional Convention and had hoped that 

it was over. The two lawsuits pending are requiring my appearance 

before the Supreme Court on Tuesday and much additional research 

and effort, so I guess my hopes were in vain. Give my regards to 

all the Bozeman delegates. 

Best wishes, 

Marshall Murray 
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Brazier, Dowling & erickson 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

12SO ELEVENTH AVENUE 

. „ HELENA, MONTANA 596O1 
Geoffrey L. Brazier -»wi 

Thomas F. Dowling Phone 442-9000 
Leif B. Erickson area code 4os 

Leif Erickson. sr. 

April 12, 1972 of counsel 

Hon, Richard B. Roeder 

Asst. Professor of History, etc. 

Montana State University 

Bozeman, Montana 59715 

Dear Dick: 

Please forgive me if I misdirected this letter. 
Your return address was lost. 

Please be advised that question about the constitu 
tional convention most frequently asked me was, "What the 
hell are you guys thinking of?" 

Seriously, the following questions have been most 
frequently asked of me. 

Are you going to vote for the document? 

Why? 

Please explain the ballot and what the implications 
of the alternatives are? 

♦ . ■ 

Please explain the relative merits of a unicameral 
legislature• 

Why weren't more elective officers removed from the 
executive branch? 

How can we get out of it if the unicameral experiment 
doesn't work? 

; Why did we propose a whole new constitution, as opposed 
to enhancement of the existing one? 

What are the tax implications of the revenue and 
finance article? 

What is this going to cost me? 

Doesn't the Federal Constitution have some bearing 
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on some of the issues? 

I trust the above suits your purposes and that this 
finds your feet back on the ground and your color returning, 
now that you are back in real life. 

Respectfully, 

Geoffrey L. Brazier 

GLB:sm 

-2-
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TELEPHONE 4O6/449-37SO 

Committee: 

General Government and 

Constitutional Amendments 

April 12, 1972 

OTTO T. HABEDANK 

Delegate, District 3 

Box 44, State Capitol 

Helena, Montana 59601 

HOME ADDRESS: 

Box751 

Sidney, Montana 59270 

Mr. Richard B. Roeder 

Associate Professor of History 

Bozeman, Montana 59715 

Dear Dick: 

Thank you for your note. 

Other than the effect of the vote on the alternate questions, 

which I am sure you are aware of, the principal questions I have 

been receiving are: 

1. Does Section 4 and the provision that "Neither the state 

nor any person, firm, corporation, or institution shall discriminate 

against any person in the exercise of his civil or political rights 

on account of race, color, sex, culture, social origin or condition, 

or political or religious ideas" allow paupers to demand admission 

to dues-paying organizations, Democrats to serve in Republican organ 

izations, or vice versa, communists to be admitted to any organization, 

and Methodists the right to be employed by the Catholic Church, or 

vice versa? My answer to this has been that the explanation on the 

floor made by the Chairman of the Bill of Rights Committee is that 

it was not the intent of the Bill of Rights Committee to permit such 

demands to be successfully made. The response to this answer is that 

"What is there to prevent an ultra-liberal court from doing as the 

United States Supreme Court has done in the past and construe wording 

of this kind differently than the Committee intended it to be construed?" 

2. In connection with Section 29, Article II, what is the de 

termining factor as to whether or not the private property owner 

prevails so as to be entitled to be reimbursed for necessary expenses 

of litigation? 

3. What effect will the removal of the 2-mill property tax and 

the transfer of the burdens to the State in connection with public 

welfare and education have on property taxation? 

4. The statutes of the State of Montana presently provide for 

property to be taxed at full market value. Will Section 4 of Article 

VIII require assessment of all property at market value, or will the 

assessing authorities be allowed to take into consideration the earning 

capacity of the property rather than its market value? 

Merrill G. Burlingame Special Collections Montana State University - Bozeman Do not duplicate without permission 



Mr, Richard B. Roeder - Page 2 

5. Will Section 10 of Article VIII allow the legislature to 

limit the bonding indebtedness of school districts at a point lower 

than limited by the present Constitution? 

6. What effect will Section 3, Article X, have upon the pre 

sent Foundation program? 

7. Under Section 9, Article X, what, if any, control, will 

the people through the legislature have over the University system? 

8. Does Article XI give to local government all powers not 

prohibited to it by the legislature? 

At a recent Kiwanis meeting, Ed Smith, Republican candidate 

for Governor, stated, in response to a question as to whether or not 

he would support the proposed Constitution, that while his mind was 

not completely made up, on the study he had made to this date, he was 

forced to state he would not vote for the proposed Constitution. He 

based his objections principally on the Revenue and Finance Article, 

and, in his opinion, the pressures that would be brought to bear upon 

the legislature to appropriate money without means of financing the 

appropriations other than by a property tax. 

Arleen joins me in sending her best regards. 

Sincerely, 

Otto T. Habedanfc 

OTH:aw 1 
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April 12th, 1972 

Mr. Richard B. Roeder 

Associate Professor of History and 

Official Historian & Rapporteur Title I 

Department of History, Government, & 

Philosophy 

Montana State University 

Bozeman, Montana 59715 

Dear Dick; 

Your letter of April 3rd, 1972 is received and I have had 

enough feedback from the Constitution to be able to answer 

some questions and inquiries that we are getting. 

In our area there seems to be particular concern about the 

Revenue and Finance Article and the items that concern them 

the greatest in the order of inquiry are; the elimination 

of the two mill property tax levy for general state govern 

ment purposes and the ability to divert some of the gas 

tax revenue by a 3/5 vote of the legislatures. 

I thought that we would have quite a few inquiries about the 

State making evaluations; taking the County Commissioners 

out of the equalization process. I have only received one 

inquiry about this, and that was when I met with the County 
Commissioners for about 2-J- hours shortly after I returned 

home from the Convention. 

1 

In all but a very few instances, the removal of the two mill 

property tax maximum has been able to be satisfactorily 

explained. The approach that I have been using is, in all 

fairness, how could one type of taxation be given constitu 

tional preference over any other. The present limitation 

of two mills is on per dollar of evaluation and when this 

is explained and the people assimulate this, I have received 

no objections in most cases. 

The Highway Revenue or gas tax diversion clause in not 

causing any concern except where people have been reached 

by some group. I have had three inquiries in this regard 

and all of them are from either automobile dealers or gas 

oline dealers and they were adamant in that they did not 

want any gas tax diverted to other uses. 

>2 Merrill G. Burlingame Special Collections Montana State University - Bozeman Do not duplicate without permission 



V 

TELEPHONE 4O6/449-375Q 

The other area that seems to be causing some concern is 

in the Bill of Rights and it is mostly in being able to 

interpret those items and see what the courts are going 

to do with them. There is some concern about the neces 

sity of all members of a Justice or Police Court having 

to concur before a guilty finding can be made. This 

might lead to additional expenses inasmuch as more 

people will ask for jury trials. Many of the other 

sections in the Bill of Rights needs explanation, how 

ever, by going over some of the rights that were not 

previously enumerated and are very specifically set 

forth in the proposed Constitution such as the right 

of privacy and the right to know, people have mostly 

remarked that they were very happy to have these 

explained and they can see merit in the greater 

portion of the Bill of Rights. 

The approach that I have been using is to listen to 

these people's inquiries and objections and try to 

give them the body's rationale in the adoption of the 

various sections *and then point to some of the other 

improvements that have been made in the Legislative 

Process, the Executive Article, the Judiciary, Local 

Government, Education, General Government, and the 

general make-up of the Constitution, the improved 

amendatory process and the number of articles and 

sections that are vastly improved over the old 

Constitution. 

There have been several instances where people have 

told me that they were going to vote against the 

Constitution and in those instances I have inquired 

as to whether they had a copy of the Constitution. 

In all but one instance they said that they did not 

have one and I furnished them a copy to study and 

read, along with the information phamphlet. I have 

about 20 of them out now and I have had about an 

equal number that have had this for awhile and then 

returned them. About 7 or 8 of them have left the 

copies when they returned them with my secretary 

and remarked that, "Well this doesn't look so bad 

or this is different than I thought," and k or 5 of 

them have brought them into me and said they were 
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very happy to get a chance to look at them but would 

need to study it out some more and asked how soon they 

would be getting their copies of the Constitution so that 

they could them make additional studies. It appears to 

me, Dick, that these people that have taken a stand are 

somewhat adverse to publicly changing their stands and 

I wish that there was some way to get the copies of 

the Constitution in all of the voters hands as rapidly 

as possible as it appears that the few opponents are 

making more noise than their proponents and then we 

have to go and try to put out a fire that should have 

never been started in the first place. 

I am going to try to get into the Voter Education 

meeting at Helena on this coming Friday and no doubt 

we will all try to get as much information into that 

committee as possible. 

Yours very .truly, 

Oscar L. Anderson 

Delegate Constitutional 

Convention District #3 

OLA/do 
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April 12, 1972 

Prof. Richard Roeder 

Dept. of History 

M.S.U. 

Bozeman, Montana 

Dear Richard: 

I hope this isn't too late to do you some good. Actually, there 

are few questions being raised as yet that you have not already con 

sidered. However, I do hope that your material will cover two areas 

of especially great interest to the rural areas: 1) property taxes 

and 2) property rights. I have been getting favorable response to 

the sections on Eminent Domain and the Right to Sue the State in 

the Bill of Rights. This area is mostly dry land farming but many 

areas in the state would undoubtedly be interested in knowing more 

about how the proposed new jconstituion will affect water rights 

now and in the future. . 

. Perhaps for those groups or individuals who feel thd new document 

has somehow left them out, it might be well to point out the new methods 

of. ameii4'ing th^ constitution. Even the gun people have a "shot1* at their 

favorite proposition in the new constitution, if they get the petition signed. 

To borrow a phrase from Rev. George, "Praise the Lord and Pass the 

Constitution." 

Sincerely, 

Bob Vermillion 
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Forsyth, Montana 

April 12, 1972 

Dear Rich, 

I have made five appearances speaking on the proposed constitution 

to date. There really havent bean very many questions asked. People 

just dont have enough knowledge about the new document to even ask 

questions . I have been hoping thejfy tabloids that were authorised 

to be distributed by the Clerk and Recorders would be in the voters 

hands before now. But are these the tabloids you are working on? If so 

I didn't realise this was the plan. In fact I have put off several 

appearances in the outlying Counties until after the twentieth of 

April for this reason. 

I have had a few on fie venue & Pi nance about the State B#d. of 

equalization & and net proceeds plus the 2 mill levi. One on the Rigit 

to Know section of B of H# Several on the method of voting such as "do 

we have to accept all of it or none? I believe the Torrey Johnson 

resolution to have all articles separate may have been a better method. 

However we would have to of planned for this method from the start to 
make 

•it workable Im sure. 

I hppe the otherswill be of more help to you Rich than I am on 

this and I know you will do an outstanding job on the tabloid. 

Sincerely yours 

A, IV. K 92:ih o o t 

Drawer E, Forsyth, 
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MAURICE DRISCOLL 

Director 

MELVIN COTTRELL 

Asst. Director 

DAVE KELTZ 

Asst. Director 

butte Vocational Technical Center 

404 SOUTH WYOMING 

BUTTE, MONTANA 

59701 

April 13, 1972 

PHONE 723-4882 

AREA 406 

Richard B. Roeder 

Associate Professor of History and 

Official Historian & Rapporteur 

Title I 

Montana State University 

Bozeman, Montana 59715 

Dear Rich: 

I have not been receiving very many questions regarding the 

Constitutional Convention, however, those which I have been re 

ceiving are the following: 

1. Taxation - basically concerning removal of limitation on pro 

perty taxes. 

2. Does the Constitution make it possible to tax large corporations-

farmers, etc., in other words tax equality. 

Other questions concerning single member districts and unicamera! 

versus bicameral.* Most of the people who query me are concerned 

with gambling and most are pro-ponents, at least from the Butte 
and Anaconda area. 

Best wishes and I hofae you are successful in your project. 

Sincerely, 

MD/es Maurice Prtscol] 

Vocational Director 
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R. K. HANSON 
Manager 

3 

sQlA^ 

RIVER ELEC CaOP INC. 

Box 217 

Faihfibld, Mt. 59436 
■■'■ ' 
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'CONSTITUTIONAL COUVEiJTIOK EOOKLET-OBJECTIVE ANALYSIS FOR MD1TTANA CITIZENS 

April 3, 1972 

Dear Mr. Hanson: 

As you know, there are those of us at liontana State University who are 

working on a tabloid supplement to provide information on the Constitution. 

We would like to devote the bulk of the text to providing answers to the 

most frequently asked questions about the proposed constitution. Would 

you please help us by jotting down some of the questions you have been 

getting so that we can include them in our text? 

Very truly yours, 

Richard B. Roeder 

Associate Professor of History and 

Official Historian & Rapporteur 

Title I 

RER:gn 
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CONSTITUTIONAL COUVEiiTION EOOKLET-OBJECTIVE ANALYSIS FOR MOiTCAKA CITIZENS 

April 3, 1972 

Dear Mr. McDonough: 

As you knoi/, there are those of us at Montana State University who are 

working on a tabloid supplement to provide information on the Constitution. 

Ue would like to devote the bulk of the text to providing answers to the 

most frequently asked questions about the proposed constitution. Would 

you please help us by jotting down soue of the questions you have been 

getting so that we can include them in our text? 

Very truly yours, 

Richard B. Roeder 

Associate Professor of History and 

Official Historian & Rapporteur 

Title I 

RERsgia 

s 

S 
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TELEPHONE 4O6/449-375a 

LOUISE CROSS 
Delegate, District 3 

Chairman: 

Natural Resources and 

Agriculture Committee 

Richard E. Roeder 

Associate Prof, of Hist. 
M S U 

Bozeman, Mont. 

Dear Rick: 

Box 1388 : 

Glendive, Mont. 
April 13, 1972 

This will acknowledge 
trie information l 

your letter of April 3, and give you 

r. *.+ +- * requested. So far I have spoken on the'proposed 
constitution four times, and have a full schedule of meetings 
during t:ie next two weeks. Generally I have been requested to 
speak on the Constitution as a. wholef but after ?he f?rlt two 

each gronp is 

as a nucleous^ for 

"n Since then, I have tried to find out what 
specifically interested in, and have used this 
prepared remarks. A short summary of the major points'-of each 
article makes for over-all information, and acts as a point of 
departure for^questi.ons. Personal reflections andr experiences 
add a bit of flavor and interest, and these I usually save fdr the 
informal presentation during the qestion period 

1. 

2. 

Questions have related to: 

Explanation of the ^tinicaineral^legislature. What 
in the new article in addition to the one or two 

are-the changes 

house system. 

How will two boards of education work? (There seems to be a 
need to explain the powers of the Board of Regents. How much 
actual control, wi$l the legislature have after the money i s 
apppopriatedZ -If( appropriated funds fall short of requested 
funds, whomakes the determination of where this moriey is to 
go and for what perpose?) 

3. Explanation dJT the selection of supreme court and district 
judges proves interesting. 

k. The side issues on the ballot generate discussion. How will 
each work if approved? 

5. What is my opinion of the constitution, and specifically, my 
feelings about the article as produced by. my committee? 

I have not concentrated on the work of my committee in the 
speeches already given, however, in three that are com.'ng this 

week, these will be on environment and natural resources! 
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I have found a Generally favorable reaction to the proposed 
c onst.itution, and a^feeling of respect for the ^legates. 
Perhaps U is a reflection of my own fee lings, as that, is .the 
wav I feel With the exception of two cance 1 latibns because of 
illness, I have appeared before groups when asked and' have expressed 

a willingness to do so at any time. »'•'■ 

i . - " Since re ly/ 

O 1 "~ 

;, - ". '■:■ i i- ., 

\ f - J : 

5 t i" 

:■ • I I '■ 
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Friday 4-1^-? 

Dear Rich: 

Thank you for your letter and I'm sorry to be this late with 

answering it. 

The cowboys in the Powder, Tongue, and Little Big Horn River 

country are very interested in the new constitution. 

Following is the order in which they ask questions usuallyi. 

1. When do I get to see a copy of this new Proposed Constitution? 

2. Are you going to vote for it yourseld? 

3.- What is goin£ to happen to Montana's basic tax structure? 

^. Will the education department under tifehe new Constitution cause a 

large increase in taxes? I see improvement in administration, but 

am aparehensive about the cost. 

5. How come we need annual sessions of the legislature? Ufith all 

other improvements in theft department, annual sessions aren't neededt: 
1 

and should be taken out until a later date. 

People here wish that it would not be on the June 6 ballot, 

but instead on the November ballot in order *<b give ample time for 

study and consideration. 

Also there is strong feeling that we should have presented 

the ballot listing each article separately . People here are 

especially concerned about this aspect. 

Euess that is really the average thoght and question 

in the minds of folks here. 

Good luck in your work, and am surely looking forward to 

seeing you again hope it won't be too long. ,.---"' 

Merrill G. Burlingame Special Collections Montana State University - Bozeman Do not duplicate without permission 



April 15, 1972 

Dear- Dick, 

Went to Helena on Friday and talked to all voter education committee 
and asked if there were questions that they had not sent in and s-st 
the following list: g 

Explain why we eliminated 2 mill levy.-

What about removal of soverign immunity? 

Anti-diversion amendment, why: 

Some take exception of children being adults f ©r all purposes. Like 
one lawyer said, how about serving ©n jury for these peeple? 

Why did we remove state board ©f equalizati©n? 

Our c©unty commissioner, Ed Shubat, said that it wa? unrealistic for 
the county commissioners to serve as such a board because they employed 
the pe©ple t© set values and they would support their empleyees or get 
new i>nes. He said an appraisal board of citizens would serve a much 
better purpose. 

Why did we remove $100,000 debt limit? 

Limitations ©n cities, counties, school districts? 

Why did we remove clerk ©f supreme court and treasurer? 

Why did we leave the longer ballot? (You sure can anser this 2) 

Much flak ©n constitution not being available t© everyone as vet. 

Oil rich counties resent school and welfare financing. 

What is the relationship* between two school boards and the supt. ©f 
public instruction? 1 

Does the; legislative aufiitor still j*emato£ / > - . 

Why did; we change our form of govt? . Pl&tfaft ...,-. ■ \ • 

What1, a~ sa'.bkd"about present constitution?4*:' . ^ - . ^ ' 
■ - ■ ' -.' > f 

May people dan't like highway department and want to knew if the 
hew constitution a?sures them that %\m:hig&way dept.'will be more 
responsive.' ' <.'"'•' 

■ • . ' "-•■■}, 

What is the most important article' 01* change? Is ife the legilative 
article? 

Lots of confusion on the ballot because they can11 see why we put 
both ©f each issue down below. 

One county commission, J©hn Stephens ©f Blaine County has sent a letter 
t© all County Commissioners belaboring the constitution and using the 
same words that ©ur friend Archie uses that there are many ramificatl©ns 
that could jepordize our state. 

I dreamed that we were out covering the statfwith, speaking engagements 

cation zWzhe rojet? 



Dick, did I ever thank you f ©r the evening that we lost the battle for the 
short ballot? I!ve often thoupht about it and feel that this was one 
time that I really needed a sympathetic friend. 

Getting very excited about the tabloid. The objectivity committee was 
looking over the stuff Friday and I said to mail it directly to you be 

cause it would save a-few days. 

L and K, 

t-
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, BOWMAN 

District 8 Delegate 

Secretary to Convention 

Phone: 449-3764 

HOME ADDRESS: 

2244 Fairview Place 

Billings, Montana 59102 

STATE CAP.TOL . HELENA. MONTANA 596O1 . TCLipHONE^06/4493750 

. /J 

. 
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April 17, 1972 

Mr. Richard 3. Roeder 

Associate Frofessor of History 

Montana State University 

3ozeman, Montana 

59715 

Dear Dick, 

Sorry to be so long in getting this reply back to you-, but 
I. have been gathering some questions from various groups. Here is a 
list of some of the more frequent questions and concerns that have been 
addressed to me in regard to the proposed constitution: 

Why wasn't uniceraeral included in the body of the proposed 

constitution? (many have the impression it was the most 
popular proposal among the delegates.) 

Why was the two mill levy taken off, and what will this do 
to our property taxes? 

What happens to present statutory laws which might be in 

conflict with the proposed constitution if it is ratified? 

What will the proposed constitution say if the issue AGAINST 
THE DEiffH PENAX$Y is ratified? 

Does the proposed constitution protect people from having to 
join a union? 

What happens in an eminent domain proceeding where the indiv 

idual rejects the state1s offer under the proposed constitution? 

Are election of judges to be contested elections only in the 

primary election, or will they also be contested at the general 

election under the proposed constitution? 

Will we have wide-open gambling if the proposal "for gambling" 

is ratified? (this question is often confused in the minds of 
the asker...to the effect that one of the proposals offered will 

actually legalise all or various forms of gambling.) 

This group of questions constitute some of those that I have 

encountered...! trust that along with others that you have al±eBQ& collected 

it might be of some help. When your question and answer summary is reedy 
I'd appreciate a copy. 

Many thanks...and keep the faithi 
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Schulz and Davis 
LAWYERS 

LEONARD A.SCHULZ 

CARL M . DAVI S 

133 EAST GLENOALE STREET 

DILLON, MONTANA 59725 

Area Code: 4O6 

683-5851 • 683-2363 

April 18, 1972 

Mr. Richard B. Roeder 

Associate Professor of History 

Montana State University 

Bozeman, Montana 59715 

Dear Rich: 

I trust I am not too late in answering your letter of 

April 3 regarding comments on the constitution. We have 

not really had too many questions in this area, but I have 

had some complaints on the removal of the two mill levy, 

removal of the State Board of Equalization from the 

constitution and making all assessments down at the State 

level, and, of course, numerous comments on changing the 

anti-diversion amendment to permit the legislature to 

tap the funds. 

I spoke last week at the Rotary Club, a regional meeting 

of the Democratic Women, to rural teachers of Beaverhead 

and Madison Counties, and to the Southwestern Montana 

Stockgrowers Association. They all were quite interested 

but really didnft present many questions. The biggest 

surprise of all dame from the fact that the president of 

the Democratic Women for the State, one Lorraine Twedt, 

seems opposed to the new constitution and objected particu 

larly to the single member districts--can you beat that! 

As long as I am writing, you undoubtedly observed in the 

highlights of the proposed constitution on page 3, under 

Number of Justices of the Peace, that it should be there 

will be not less than one per county, rather than restricted 

to one per county. 

Please advise if you have further information and with 

kindest personal regards, I remain, 

Very ours, 

Carl M. Davis. 

CMD/rb 

cc: Montana Constitution Convention 

State Capitol 

Helena, Montana 59601 
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TELEPHONE 406/449-3750 

April 19, 1972 

Desr Richard; 

Sorry it has trken no so lonp to rrot to *fcis but I ha^y 

joen verj busy ^cttin;-- bark into the swing of things. In ^nwei-
A 

to your* question tr.ere seeaic to be about four general questions 

t h at mo s t people are s si-: l^ng; 

First, what does the new revenue and finance article mcrm 

in terms of how taxation is going to change in the future. 

Second, will this new form of taxation mean that we will be 

paying mor-e in trie Flat he ad or less. 

Thirdly, why haven't you eliminated more of the offices. I am 

sure that you will love answering that one. 

Fourthly, why didn't you delegates decide on such things as 

gambling, eliminating the death penalty, etc. 

We, all the delegates up in this neck of the woods continue 

to work to get the document passed. I expect that it will pass 

by a very large margin up here in the Flathead. Hope this helps. 

Your 
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OF1 TIHQE 

Arvril 1Q 1Q79 ' DOLORES COLBURG 
April 19, 1972 Superintendent of 

Public Instruction 

To: Delegates to the Constitutional Convention 

From: Cheryl S. Hutchmson 

Assistant to the State Superintendent 

Enclosed are materials to update your "Montana Constitutional 

Convention Instructional Idea and Resource File11 which this 

office has been distributing to schools on request since January. 

On January 25, the first 14 inserts were mailed to you at 

Convention Hall. 

As you will note, we have deleted from your packet any attachments 

that would duplicate materials with which you already are familiar. 

As further materials are produced for inclusion in the "File," they 

will be mailed to your home address* Please advise me, however, 

if you do not wish tp receive additional materials or if you wish to 

record an address change. 

Enclosures 

Merrill G. Burlingame Special Collections Montana State University-Bozeman Do not duplicate without permission 



CEDOR B. ARONOW 

Delegate, District 15 

Judiciary Committee 

3 iMHinimnrfflu 
niuT 

STATE CAPITOL HELENA. MONTANA 596O1 TELEPHONE 406/449-3750 

April 21, 1972 

HOME ADDRESS: 

Box 651 

Shelby, Montana 59474 

HELENA ADDRESS: 

Coach House Motor Inn 

Mr. Richard B. Roeder 

Associate Professor of History 

Montana State University 

Bozeman, Montana 59715 

Dear Rick: 

Excuse the delay in replying to your letter of April 3rd, but on 

Easter we left Shelby and went over to our place on Whitefish Lake 
and spent a couple of weeks recuperating from the Convention. 
Natalie and her two children arrived up at Whitefish on April 5th, 
so we had a delightful time with her and the two grandchildren. 
Between making speeches on the proposed Constitution and trying 
to get caught up in the office, I neglected your letter for which I 
apologize. 

Most of the questions that 1 get in this area have to deal with the 
elimination of the limitation of the two mill levy and objection to 
no debt limitations and the rather loose free-wheeling provision of 
the article on financeiand revenue. Many of the people in this area 
are not enamored with the idea of the legislature meeting every 
year. 

We have been getting some questions on water rights and the pro 
vision that the waters belong to the State of Montana for the use of 
its people. This question arises primarily because of the news 
paper articles on public trust and access to private lands which 

were all defeated and, of course, everyone has not had an oppor 

tunity to read the Constitution and even if they did, a lot of people 
don't quite understand. There is also some question as to the pro 
vision requiring all assessing and equalization of property values 

to be done at the state level. I have been able to answer this pretty 
effectively by stating that the State Board of Equalization is doing 

that presently and it probably will not be too much different under 
the proposed Constitution than it is at the present time. 
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Page Two 

Richard B. Roeder 

April 21, 1972 

I trust the above will be of some help to you, and with kindest per 
sonal regards, lam *■ 

Sincerely yours, 

'B.. ARONOW 

CBArsb 
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April 21, 1972 

Dr. Richard Roeder 

Montana State University 

Bozeman, Montana 59715 

Dear Rich: 

I've been hoping to come up with some penetrating questions from the 
"politically alert" people in Missoula. What strikes me everywhere is the 
almost complete ignorance of what's in the proposed constitution. It seems 

as though the people just ignored all the good reporting of it by the press 
and decided to get it straight from the horse's mouth when the delegates got 
home. Missoula delegates are being invited to clubs, special groups, etc., 
ad infinitum, and we're now soliciting meetings with groups like low-income, 
senior citizens, etc. 

Generally, people are interested; but, I repeat, they're uninformed. 

They simply want to know what the provisions of the proposed constitution 

are and what changes were made. The legislative article seems to be major 

concern. There is considerable interest in unicameral legislature — whether 

it would be more efficient and whether it would be less expensive. No one 

asks about single-member districts, but the idea seems to be acceptable when 

explained. Some question, too, has arisen as to whether the reapportionment 

commission of only five members would not be subject to special interest 

pressures. There is some concern that unicameralism as well as longer 

legislative sessions would eliminate the citizen legislator. 

I don't find concern about the statutory degradation of the new 

constitution, as Franklin Arness complained in Sunday's papers. On the 

contrary, some have asked why the convention left so much to the legislature — 

suggesting that we didn't do our job. 

My contact with campus have been few since I got home, and I have the 

impression that faculty aren't excited about the proposals, even the 

education article. Edmund Freeman commented that the national and inter 

national crises of the last decade have left people t-o numb and weary to 

get worked up over a new state .constitution! As I 've gotten back into the 

real world and caught up on events of the last three months outside Convention 

Hall, I've had some of that feeling. Dick Chapman (political science) is 

disappointed and I understand Ellis Waldron is going to put out a rather 

critical brochure. 

Naturally, the environmentalists (including most of campus) are 

disappointed. On the other hand, two senior citizens wanted to know if the 

provisions on natural resources would prevent them from cutting trees on 

their ranches or would take away their "rights" to streams starting on their 

landl 

Labor leadership appears to have two main objections: change in anti-

diversion provisions and autonomy for the Board of Regents. They also 

objected to absence of the recall provision. 
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Labor people show more interest in the proposed constitution than other 
segments of the community, probably for two reasons: their close ties with 

some of the delegates and the leadership of the executive board. The call 

for a state convention on May 6th to decide the AFL-CIO position on the 

proposed constitution has stimulated local interest. In spite of the 

objections I've mentioned, I have the strong impression that Jim Murry and 

Ernie Post, the real decision-makers, will support ratification* The natural 

resources and environment article doesn't disturb them, which probably shows 
how innocuous it is. 

They like the sound of some new provisions in the Bill of Rights the 

right to basic necessities of life, the right to know, and the right to sue 

the state and local government. I believe that they sincerely feel that the 

proposed constitution shows a new concern for people and will probably make 

government more responsive to their needs. 

I've found general acceptance of the shift from local to state control 

in taxing property. Unless called to their attention, the Revenue and Finance 

article changes have not roused opposition — except in the anti-diversion 

section. 

Many people are disturbed by the form of ballot. They object to 

nullifi ation of their vote on 2, 3, and 4, if there is not a majority vote 

on the proposed constitution. Even when explained, they seem to feel it's 

unfair to cancel their votes on the three separate propositions. Is this 

Montana individualism, or an echo from the cowboys of Powder River country? 

One person asked me, seriously, what the pressure group from Powder River 

country represented] 

Calls for talks are coming in fast, now that ballots are going to voters. 

Edmund Freeman thinks Missoula County will carry three to one. 

Best regards, 

j^<& 
Speer 

1529 Helena Avenue 

Missoula, Montana 59801 
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