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STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES and MEASUREMENT TOOLS

Student Learning
Outcomes

LING 270

LING 470

Advanced
courses

Senior exit
exam

Ability to identify classes

of speech sounds

e Exam 1: Transcribe
English words in IPA;

» Transcribe English
words in IPA: HWA1,

LING 471/571:
» Assignments:

Q13: IPA vowels

Q14: minimal

according to their solve a problem on HW2, A1, final exam; acoustic .
acoustic and articulatory allophony in a given achievement target: measurements, | P&
properties, as well as language. 75% of students sound Q15: syllable
their functional role in achieve at least 80% organization, structure
particular languages. ¢ Pre-test/Post-test for QA1 of final exam. analysis of ) .
(Appendix 2) . phonological Q16: acoustic
. * |dentify natural properties
e Achievement target: classes in English data sets
75% of students and other languages: Q17: allophony
provide correct HW3, A1, final exam; Q18:
answers for Q1 & Q2 achievement target: assimilation
of post-test. 75% of students .
achieve at least 80% A—chlevemoent
for QA3 of final exam. target: 75% of
students select
» Analyze allophones in correct answers
different languages: for 4 out of the 6
HW4, HW6, A2, final questions
exam; achievement
target: 75% of
students achieve at
least 80% for QB2 of
final exam.
Ability to identify and e Exam 2: Divide e Identify morphemes LING 489/589: Q1: affix and
distinguish morphemes English words into and their order in e Assignments: derivation
according to their form morphemes and label unfamiliar languages: morphological Q3: Word
(free, bound, affix) and them as free or HW9, HW10, A3, final analysis of -
function (inflection vs. bound; inflectional or exam; achievement unfamiliar coinage
derivation) in familiar derivational. target: 75% of languages. Q4: classifying

and unfamiliar
languages.

e Pre-test/Post-test
(Appendix 2).

e Achievement target:
75% of students
provide correct
answers for Q3 & Q4
of post-test.

students achieve at
least 80% for QC1 of
final exam.

o |dentify morphological
processes in
unfamiliar languages:
HW10, HW11, A3,
final exam;
achievement target:
75% of students
achieve at least 80%
for QC3 of final exam.

* Morphological
sketches.

bound
morphemes

Q5: identifying
roots

Q6: morpheme
identification

Q7: word
coinage

Q20: polysemy

Achievement
target: 75% of
students select
correct answers
for 4 out of the 7
questions
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RESULTS and MODIFICATIONS

Student Learning Outcomes results

Modifications made to enhance learning

Learning Outcome 1:

» LING 270 pre/post-test (in 2020 and 2021) Q1 and Q2:
students continue to score low for these questions on the pre-
test (0-10%). Students fell short of the achievement target
(75% of students select a correct answer) on post-test Q1 in
2020 (57%) but exceeded the achievement target for Q1 in
2021 (79%). Students fell short of the achievement target for
Q2 in both years (14% and 21%). See Appendix 2.

» LING 470 final exam (in 2021) QA1, QA3, QB1: students fell
short of the achievement target (75% of students achieve a
grade of at least 80% on the question): the percent of
students who achieved a grade of 80% on these questions
ranged from 59%-74%. See Appendix 3.

+ Senior exit exam results (2020-2022) are limited (our major is
still new and only 7 students have taken the exam). Students
fell short of the achievement target (75% of students select a
correct answer for 4 of 6 questions: Q13-18). 66% of students
selected correct answers for 4 questions. However, for 3 of
these 6 questions, 100% of students selected correct
answers. See Appendix 4.

Results are shared among the Linguistics Program facuity
and strategies moving forward are discussed.

While the ability to identify classes of speech sounds
according to their acoustic and articulatory properties, as
well as their functional role in particular languages seems
to remain difficult for students at the introductory level,
their abilities develop at the upper level. We plan to
provide more review activities and transcription practice in
LING 270, increase hands-on practice with natural classes
in English and other languages in LING 470, as well as
revising units on allophony and changing unit practice
exercises to required components. We expect these
modifications will lead to results closer to our senior exit
exam achievement targets.

Learning Outcome 2:

» LING 270 pre/post-test (in 2020 and 2021) Q3 and Q4:
students fell short of the achievement target (75% of students
select a correct answer) for both questions in both years
(24%-60%) and performed only slightly better than the pre-
test. See Appendix 2.

» LING 470 final exam (in 2021) QC1: students fell short of the
achievement target (75% of students achieve a grade of at
least 80% on the question): the percent of students who
achieved a grade of 80% on this question was 56%. See
Appendix 3.

+ Senior exit exam results (2020-2022) are limited (our major is
still new and only 7 students have taken the exam). Students
fell short of the achievement target (75% of students select a
correct answer for 4 of 7 questions: Q1, Q3-7, Q20). 57% of
students selected correct answers for 4 questions. However,
for 3/7 questions, 100% of students selected correct answers.
See Appendix 4.

Results are shared among the Linguistics Program facuity
and strategies moving forward are discussed.

Students’ ability to identify and distinguish morphemes
according to their form (free, bound, affix) and function
(inflection vs. derivation) in familiar and unfamiliar
languages is not yet fully developed at the introductory
level, but is increasing at the upper level. In 270 we plan to
increase the number of exercises focused on affixation in
both English and unfamiliar languages and to spend more
time targeting derivation vs. inflection, a concept that
students traditionally struggle with, particularly examining
languages such as English. In 470 we plan to increase the
number of complex data sets in unfamiliar languages to
give students more practice examining polymorphemic
data from unfamiliar languages. We expect these
modifications will lead to results closer to our senior exit
exam achievement targets.

Learning Outcome 3:

* LING 270 pre/post-test (in 2020 and 2021) Q5: students met
the achievement target (75% of students select a correct
answer) in 2020 (76%) but fell short of the achievement target
in 2021 (67%). See Appendix 2.

» LING 470 final exam QD1 and QD2: students fell short of the
achievement target (75% of students achieve a grade of at
least 80% on the question): the percent of students who
achieved a grade of 80% on QD1 was 56% and on QD2 was
26%. See Appendix 3.

+ Senior exit exam results (2020-2022) are limited (our major is
still new and only 7 students have taken the exam). Students
fell short of the achievement target (75% of students select a
correct answer for 4 of 7 questions: Q1, Q3-7, Q20). 43% of
students selected correct answers for 4 questions. See
Appendix 4.

Results are shared among the Linguistics Program facuity
and strategies moving forward are discussed.

Students’ ability to identify the constituent structure of
simple and complex sentences are developing even at the
introductory level. At the upper level, where the focus
expands to examining syntactic structures in languages
other than English, students are still struggling. In LING
270 we plan to increase hands-on practice identifying
structural ambiguity in English. For LING 470 we plan to
separate the unit on phrase structure into different units in
order to better tackle each concept. We also plan to
increase time examining syntactic structures in unfamiliar
languages. We expect these modifications will lead to
results closer to our senior exit exam achievement targets.






















Appendix 3: Selected exam question results for LING 470: Linguistic Analysis (2021)

e Achievement target: 75% of students achieve at least 80% on each question

Questions pertaining to Learning Qutcome 1:
QA1
RESULT: 74% of students achieved at least 80% on this final exam question
MODIFICATION: Continue current strategy

QA3
RESULT: 59% of students achieved at least 80% on this final exam question
MODIFICATION: increase hands-on practice with natural classes in English and other languages

QB1
RESULT: 63% of students achieved at least 80% on this final exam question
MODIFICATION: revise units on allophony, change unit practice exercises to required components

Question pertaining to Learning OQutcome 2:
QCH1
RESULT: 56% of students achieved at least 80% on this final exam question
MODIFICATION: increase number of complex data sets

Questions pertaining to Learning Qutcome 3:
QD1
RESULT: 56% of students achieved at least 80% on this final exam question
MODIFICATION: separate phrase structure unit into different units

Qb2
RESULT: 26% of students achieved at least 80% on this final exam question
MODIFICATION: increase time examining syntactic structures in unfamiliar languages
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