RE 2C-06:  Studies demonstrating comparability of outcomes for courses or programs offered under concentrated or accelerated time frames, or other nontraditional instructional formats.
Continuing Education (CE) has not conducted independent studies on the comparability of outcomes between traditional and nontraditional instructional formats. Instead, by policy and practice, all courses taught in nontraditional formats must have equivalent syllabi and the same stated learning outcomes as the traditional format counterpart. This is overseen by the academic unit to which these courses belong. CE provides the facilitation and support of the courses offered in a nontraditional manner; the academic department ensures that the subject matter and outcomes are equivalent and that instructor credentials are appropriate. This is true whether the nontraditional format in question is one offered in a concentrated time period, such as during the three-week Wintersession, or online.
With respect specifically to online courses, the efficacy of student learning has been widely studied, with many of these studies readily available. Perhaps the most noteworthy recent study is a meta-analysis sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education, which found that learner performance in online courses tends to be better on average than the face-to-face courses, and that blended learning had the best results on learner performance than either purely online or purely face-to-face. The study can be found here: http://www.ed.gov/rschstat/eval/tech/evidence-based-practices/finalreport.pdf.
