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1. Where are we now?

• Montana Clean Indoor Air Act

• Most workplaces 100% smokefree since 2005

• Bars & commercial gaming 100% smokefree since 2009

• Smoking includes marijuana

• No exemptions for cigar or hookah bars/lounges

• Preemption language removed local control 2005-2009

• Communities can adopt stronger protections

• Vaping products, distance to doorways, outdoor spaces, etc.
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89% of MT 
voters 

support CIAA







2. Threats to Smokefree Air
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• Cigar/Hookah Lounges

• Marijuana Secondhand Smoke

• Preemption



• Bills to weaken Montana CIAA to allow cigar bars with 
indoor smoking considered in 2019 & 2021

• Expect similar bills in 2023 

• Common cigar industry threat in many cities & states

• Hookah lounges often open under same exemption

• 77% of MT voters oppose allowing cigar smoking in bars 

Threat: Cigar Bars & Hookah Lounges
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• Same toxic & carcinogenic chemicals as cigarette smoke

• Larger size & longer smoking time = greater SHS exposure

• Don’t roll back CIAA protections to allow indoor SHS

• MT workers should not be exposed to SHS on the job

• Cigar bars are difficult to enforce & loophole is exploited

• Cigar industry pushing to re-normalize indoor smoking

Cigar Bars = Increased Health Risk
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Threat: Secondhand Marijuana Smoke
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Marijuana & Tobacco Smoke

• Marijuana & tobacco both create secondhand smoke 
when combusted

• Secondhand marijuana smoke:

• Contains many of the same chemicals & cancer-causing 
substances as secondhand tobacco smoke, including:
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• Secondhand marijuana & tobacco 
smoke may have similar harmful 
health effects due to similar
chemical composition:

• Especially to lungs & heart

• Heart attack, stroke, & 
atherosclerosis

Secondhand Marijuana Smoke
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• Breathing any type of smoke is harmful to health.

• Smoke – & aerosol from vaping – contains fine particulate 
matter (PM2.5) that poses a health risk to non-smokers.

• Fine particles can:

• Be breathed deeply into lungs

• Cause lung irritation, asthma 
attacks, & infections.

• Make breathing problems worse, 
like asthma, bronchitis, & COPD.

All Smoke is Harmful



• Smoked marijuana creates more PM2.5 particles than cigarettes

• Vaporizing, dabbing, & vaping marijuana indoors increased 
PM2.5 particle concentrations to unhealthy levels

Poor Indoor Air Quality 



Threats to Smokefree Air

• Push to weaken smokefree laws to expand where 
marijuana smoking/vaping is allowed:

• On-site use at retailers: Lounges, mixed-use buildings

• Social consumption spaces: Restaurants, bars, cafes, events

• Even strong, long-standing smokefree laws are at risk

• Exempting marijuana smoking/vaping will lead to 
increased: drifting smoke, exposure, & inequities
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Threats to Smokefree Air

• Challenges for tobacco control to work on marijuana

• Industry’s growing money & political influence

• Misinformation & messaging:

• Lack of awareness about 
risks of use & exposure

• Vocal & influential proponents

• Co-opting messaging on rights 
& social justice
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What’s At Stake in Our Communities?

• Secondhand marijuana smoke 
exposure is increasing

• Cigar & hookah bars increase SHS

• Long-standing smokefree 
protections may be rolled back

• Smoking may be re-normalized

• Tobacco control supporters 
may be pro-marijuana

• Exemptions create inequities 
in protection & exposure
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• Montana allows for local smokefree laws

• 74% of Montanans support local control

• Believe communities should be able to set standards 
to protect kids & public health

• Preemption bills to remove local control are always a risk

• Best response: Stay vigilant & be prepared

• Set up a Preemption Strike Force among partners to 
respond quickly & in coordination

Threat: Preemption
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3. Messaging



Messaging

Smokefree 
spaces should 

be free from all
types of SHS.



Source: smokefreeatl.org

Messaging



Maintain the Gain!

• No rollbacks. Don’t bring back indoor smoking. 

• We shouldn’t allow any type of smoke in workplaces. 

• Including bars/lounges, retailers, & other smokefree spaces.

Everyone Needs to Breathe. 

• Workers should not sacrifice their health for a paycheck.

Protect Local Control.

• Maintain local rights to adopt laws to protect community health.

Protect Health
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Suggested Responses to MJ Opposition Arguments
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Marijuana On-Site Use Policy Guidance

Worked with partners to develop guidance language:

• No indoor smoking/vaping

• Provide unenclosed outdoor
space for smoking/vaping that’s
out of public view

• If not restricted to outdoors:
must be stand-alone, single-
occupant building

• Do not allow food & alcohol 
sales or consumption

Guidelines also applicable to cigar bars
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4. State & Local Examples
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• State law: Weakened smokefree protections 

• Communities can decide to allow marijuana smoking 
& vaping in hospitality businesses, including restaurants

• Denver:
• Allows indoor smoking/vaping 

at hospitality businesses 

• Silverthorne:
• Decided to not allow 

indoor smoking

• Facing industry interference & community pushback

Marijuana: Colorado



Marijuana: Alaska

• State law: Allows on-site use in stand-alone buildings

• Juneau:

• Allows smoking/vaping only outdoors

• Anchorage:

• Voters rejected onsite 
use on ballot

• Homer:

• City Council voted down onsite use
www.no-smoke.org



Cigar Bars: Kentucky

• Louisville prevented a cigar bar exemption

• Tobacco control & health equity partners coordinated

• Letters & meetings with City Council members

• Education & outreach on health risks & worker impacts

• Main message: Let’s protect the integrity of the local 
law we fought so hard to get.

• Don’t roll back smokefree protections for some workers

• No economic benefit: will create costs & legal risks

• Facilitates pro-cigar culture with marketing, targeting, ads
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Cigar Bars: Kentucky



Cigar Bars: North Dakota

• Like Montana: Law doesn’t allow cigar bars, but 
facing bills in 2023 to create exemption

• Following KY example for preparing & responding

• Highlighting improvements & risks to public health 
on 10 year anniversary of state smokefree law

• Meeting this week to plan coordinated approach
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Messaging: 
Augusta, GA



5. Resources
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Resources
Marijuana info:

• Marijuana SHS Fact Sheet

• Latest maps, lists, research & news

• On-Site Use Policy Guidance

• www.no-smoke.org/smokefree-threats/marijuana-smoke

Cigar bar info:

• Coming soon: Cigar bar threats page on www.no-smoke.org

Preemption info:

• Setting Up a Preemption Strike Force fact sheet

• Sample Resolution to Protect Local Control

• Evolving Preemption Tactics fact sheet

• www.protectlocalcontrol.org www.no-smoke.org



Session 10: Marijuana Industry Threats to Smokefree Air

• New research, latest threats, & impact on laws

• Wednesday, November 9 @ 11am MST

• Advanced registration required

• Learn more & register: clearingtheairinstitute.com

Resources
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Liz Williams

Policy & Project Manager

American Nonsmokers’ Rights Foundation
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Thank you!

Contact us for more information, 
materials & resources.


