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ha iy has held and hold of African
American males, and which tremendously distorts these men’s

n family life, s a context often left unseen. Family studies i ger

. not only because of

but because of the social construction of the household as a “women's sphere” that
i supported by men from the outside. Since this male role 15 restricted for Al
can Americans. the men become invisible 1o household analysis. ( 1993,
Pp. 266-267)

©

icipate
have long

African-American fathers in low-income urban communities often have been

Doherty, 1996; Burton & Snyder, 1998; Gadsen, 1999; Hamer, 1997; Marsiglio,
Amato, Day, & Lamb, 2000). Over the past four decades, this perception of
African-American fathers has been heatedly contested in academic, public, and
policy arenas with both supporters and critics of this image framing their argu-

n culture of poverty perspectives (Baca Zinn, 1989; Corcoran, Duncan, &

Gurin, 1985: Ellwood & Bane, 1987; Moynihan, 1965; Rainwater, 1970), the
underclass debate (Auletta, 1982; Darity & Meyers, 1984; Joc. 1984; Mead,

211
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urray, 1984; Staples, 1985;

welfare reform policies (Garfinkel, McLanahan, Meyer, b Seltzer, 1998;
McLanahan & Sandefur, 1994; Mincy & Pouncy, 1997; Roy, 1999). Further,

describes the lives of low-income. urban Affican-American families and fathers,
e meaning of key parenting relationships and behaviors for men and
for example, Hannerz, 1969; Licbow, 1967

Quait

partcipant abservation and various forms of interviewing—to intimately under-

1970; Denzin & Lincoln,
e in situ nature of partici-

pant observation allows
ihat affct athers and families (Burton & Graham, 1908 1
ng with and/or immersing themselves in the
American fathers and significant others for extended periods of time, qual
Tocal
Moreover. participant observation allows the researcher to experience the everyday
men and time.
uons of the roles that men pla
ages (Burton,

s well a portrayals of household processes

5a: Jorgensen, 1989; Liebow, 1967; Stack,
1994).

erviewing allows the

s of experiences and

American fathers and their
understand the meaning systems that undergird the paternal role, how meaning
systems are socially constructed, and how deeply held beliefs and values are
juenced by opportunities and constraints. More general ‘methods
reveal group. patterns that
sed or obscured by less-intensive methods (Furstenberg & Hughes, 1997;
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hapt

and provides an i

e pi
data-collection strategies, including life-history, in-depth, retrospective, semi-
structured, open-ended, and group interviews, as well as various forms of ethnog-

i it observa-

light on African-American men and the paternal role. Verbatim quotes from rele-
vant studies are used to describe the intimate lives of inner-city fathers and their

cant others. The qualitative findings are organized around four themes.
‘These include: (a) the neighborhood context of fatherhood and the opportunities

and (d) the diverse set of father figures who ful

obligations. We consider cach of these issues from the multiple perspectives of

‘men, women, youth, and children. We conclude our review with a discussion of the
icati tative findings for future pol and research.

MEN AND JOBS: THE NEIGHBORHOOD

CONTEXT OF FATHERING
... where you can’t tellye 'm trying, or you can't
‘mrying, wait gets hus check, then

be'll buy some food.  That money doesn’t go for me, it goes for my children.
(Achatz & MacAllum, 1994, p. 82)

Neighborhoods, by virtue of their

low rates of education, high rates of unemployment, social problems, and the con-
centration of the most impoverished familics (Burton. 1990; Newman, 1999; Sul-
livan, 1989; Wilson, 1987, 1996).

Lack of Job Opportunities

In particular, inner-<ity neighborhoods provide few jobs for men. Ty
iner-city neighborhoods, a resident of the Projectville community in New York
y describes its declining economic base (see also Burton. 1991; Valentine.
1978; White, 1999):
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When I was ltle. there were lots of stores around the subway stop. and

e kids. T used to work for the newsstand on the cor-

ere and there.  Now, most of those stores, and the
an, 1989, p. 75)

cussion of job training programs succs
point 93 ain’t no jobs. What do I need training for when there ain't no jobs to
ns & Kornblum. 1994, p. 152),

Job opportunities for African-American men, educ
impoverished neighborhoods that prepare young men for work are

985: Kaplan, 1997: Moore, 1969: Ogbu, 1974; Tatje, 1974).
high school hat serves inner-<ity youth
was estimated that the school had a forty percent ire. wo
of every five courses stde ey . Ovr e yar e dropout e

ex per “The average of math, d for Rus-
the 24th lowest rank

Most men understand that “your chances of getting a worthwhile job [are few]
unless you have a :_m._ school diploma” (Johnson, 2000, p. 239; see also Clark,
ms & Kornblum. 1994). However,

fodd, a 21-year-old father, the

as the pressures of fami-

ly survival, outweigh the bencfits of staying in school:

Wien I was going 10 school, we were not learning the skills I nceded to geta job. |
had a part-time yob. and | was learning more in that ob about work than [ was in
<chool. So I quit school because I had to help out my parents and younger sisiers.
ther wanted me 10 siay 1 school bot I could no see how it would help me.
son, 2000, pp 238-23

Often African-American fathers begin their carly work careers with errands for
older local residents or publicly funded, neighborhood youth employment pro-
1989: Williams & Korblum. 1985; see also

McLaugh
‘grams serve as conduits for young men into f
that few public jobs “look good when you apply for another job” ('
Kornblum, 1985, p. 35). AU the very least. these programs provide temporary
X cxperiences and income that keep youth engaged in the labor force

Qu

inner-city adult men. Fathers are relegated (o the most insecure jobs in the sec-
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‘ondary labor market, such as car wash attendants: fast food clerks; srovey store

s hard for & man toget ajob here. Sometimes me and m fcnds o to apply fora
Job, and our fathers and grandfathers are trying for the same yobs, too! I’s not faie"
(Burton, Obeidallah, & Allson. 1996, p. 408)

Facing limited options in their local communities, some African-American
fathers seck employment outside of th local neighborhood. Often,they are faced

Rapids, Michigan, confronted his supervisor about the lack of promy
African-American workers:

Ve never seen anything like
the owner have 1o say about this? (Johnson & Doolitl. 1996. p. 33)

Men also identify more subi

1985). Theo, a 20-year-old father of two daughters, acknowledged a gro
ﬁ 120 economy but also a new emphasis on “soft skills.” Employers focus on

such as appearance, language. and conventional lifestyles of workers that
dversel impact many young African-American men:

I think that there are more jobs out there than before. You have all those malls and
stwff like that. But I think 1’s getng stncter now. You have to look a certain way,
appearance, how you present yourself. how you keep your frame of mind. (Roy,
19990, p. 83)

Affican-American men growing up in inner-city neighborhoods are further
disadvantaged by the lack of well-developed job networks. Sullivan's study
(1989) highlighs th of kin sponsorship:

wath

s [Ty were mor] physically olaed _ Many of thei parents had no
bs

that recruited by bureaueratic means ... mstcad of personal etworks. (9. 80)
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When job networks are available, they are typically lnked to low-paying jobs.
Typical of many males in the community, Jamal relies on a few key peer
“acquaintances 10 hook [him] up” with job leads:

Some of (Jamal’s acquantances) are local no-goods who ive on his block, guys
who deal drugs or guns for a Iiving. But the others, the ones he depends upon when
he needs to find work, have yobs in other fast food firms. small grocery stores in
Queens, convalescent hospitals m the Brons. (Newman. 1999, p 162)

In other cases. even men with marginal jobs are unable to link their kin
paying jobs. Jasper. a father from Grand Rapids, explains: “It makes no sense.
T can’t get my son a job, can't get my  nephew a job” (Johnson & Dool
1996. p. 33). As qualitative data shows, inadequate education, limited job training,
and discriminatory job practices keep many poor fathers out of the labor force
(Newman. 1999: Young. 2000).

es 10 Formal Employment

Informal and developed in inner-city
nerghborhoods, provide viable alteratives to limited conventional economies
(Anderson, 1990: Burton 1991 Weis, 1998; & Komblum,
1985). A field-worker fork observes how poor education and job options
encourage involvement mative economies, particularly for young men:

C.C. and Zero are among the countless youth who are on the streets because they

have dropped out of school. cannot

€ st
ng favors for more successful

legal things. But these guys are not cnminals
They are usttryin”

Many fathers ndicate that hustling is a way out of poverty, and they become
lagedom & Macon. 1988; MacLeod, 1995; Roy,

father i Buffalo, further underscores the point that men are “forced” into crime
by economic deprivation
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Because of the jobisituation, they are kind of forced nto [crimel, or led 1to i, You
know, cause after a period of tme

know, three something an hour,  They can make a couple of
ars] a week, you know, fourteen or fifleen years old.  You weigh

e, why not? (Fine & Weis. 1998. pp. 70-71)

As one teacher observes, “The boy makes more in one week than I make in

months. And I'm telling these kids to work at Popeyc's or something” (White,

1999. p. 29; see also Anderson, 1990; Fine & We
Although many famili

1992). For example, one mother, Jean-

i “Poison Pappa”

because he sells heroin and cocaine. Inuially an involved father, his behavior

became ematic and dangerous as he began 1o use more of the drugs than he scll.

Eventually Jeannie and her child were forced to leave him altogether (Hembry.
1988, pp. 116-117).

The of hustling—high payoff bu

low expectations and achicvements in the labor market and forays into
the underground and informal economies, African-American fathers maintain a
traditional work ethic (Sullivan, 1992; Williams & Kornblum, 1994). Super, a
young father, has “completely conventional goal € of his own, get
‘married, and raise a fa ). Conrad, a young father in
Chicago, realizes that * ng for myself no more. I got my daughter
and son to live for, you know.~ If 1 go, I want [them) o have something 1o
collect something from me" (Young, 2000, p. 150). Asante, a 35-year-old unem-
ployed father of a 2-year-old daughter in Chicago, asserts that:

tat a desk. T love using
my hands. | don't have a certiicat or anything, but where are people at, what do
they need? (Roy, 19990, p.80)

of job opportunities often affects whether or not fathers are
in their children’s lives. The following example telescopes how
y discourages active fathering:

Charlie began (o work less and less frequently at the car wash The nice weather had
begun. Whenever the andlord came, Rose would explain that Charhe was respon-
sible for paying the fent.  As an epilogue 1 these events. the economic sirains per-
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hey separated afer three years of mamage.
the streets. (Williams. 1981. pp. 66-67)

of the Tower family
ldren and, Charl

B h
Rose took the

Unable to provide financial support o their children and female companions,
‘men become less involved with family life. This account, over 20 years old, con-
s to reflect the experiences of many contemporary fathers (see also Johnson,
2000; Johnson & Doolitle, 1996; Roy, 1999b). In a more recent account, a father
from Harlem describes

hey hire you for two weeks, get your hopes up squceze

The obs s what's
o e kids with no work. [

in a white boy. I dor
don't want 10 go to jail

Williams & Kornblum. 1994):

Offandon  Lincoln has worked two (and someti
Jamily. He has always worked pnmanly as a cook, bo
as of a well-known [local] restaurant Th

therr behalf. (Tat, 1974, p. 180-181 & 195)

In more contemporary ethnographies, Alvin stands out as a father who stabi-
ized his work career. After many years rotating from job to job, Alvin finally
socures a solid job as a truck drver. He becomes a “constant presence in [his
daughter] Latoya’s and in the family household due to the stat

Wi . 1999, p. 18]
i ____n focus 2“ neighborhood context identfies how the lack of eco-
1 resources influences men’s job options. Inner-city neigh-
ics for stable employment. In the absence

FATHERS, MOTHERS, AND
A PLACE IN THE FAMILY

her now, i’ not about me and her. s about the kids.  coming in her
ung her, look bab, you can tust me I show it by faithflly coming
around and having something. not st taking all the time. 1f we don’t buckle up and
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listen now, we're going 1o lose these kids 10 the strets or (o [the Department of
Family Services). (Roy. 1999, p. 448)

Shaped by the forces of the local job market and neighborhood context, men
and women in low-income African-American communities look for ways to
establish partnering relationships and parental commitment, These relationships

outside of marriage and across multple resi
wrn, rely on the resources of kin networks to support
their efforts to be involved partners and parents.

e Expectations of Marriage

Normatively defined life course models place fatherhood within the context of

g in sequence. Poor unmarried men
and women aspire to conventional parenthood ke other members of American
society (Anderson, 1990; Jarret,, 1998). However. given the limited economic
opportunities of poor Afican-American men, fatherhood and motherhood not
only precede marriage, but often occur in the absence of marmage altogether. For
example, Tisha had ct
wards  somewhere along
(Jarrett, 1994, p. 36). Men desire conventional roles associated with marriage as
well (sce also Roy 1999a, 1999b):

15aid no (1o marriage]. IU's not ume. How could we? We're both Living at home. We
can't afford a place, there’s just no way. IUd be crazy. But it would be mice. too.
though. (MacLeod, 1995. p. 233)

neighborhoods describe how economic
5. As James professes his love for his girl-

ed repeatedly by his partner's and his work and family trajectories being “off-

time" and out of sync:

‘We've been toget
mamed. We just

and we can get the thing going night. (Roy, 1999b. p. 126)

Wormen also reflect on how their marriage prospects are delayed because of

arre
following comment from Rence, a single mother, who
describes the link between male economic marginality and mamage:
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T could do bad by myself . If we get married and he's working, then he lose his
'm going (0 stand by hum and everything. | don’t want to marry [anylbody that
don't have nothing gowng for themselves .1 don't see no future. I could do bad
by myself (Jamett 1994, p 38)

al mates, they similarly consider women's econormic
 father of a son from a previous marriage. finds secure
high-paying employment, but is hesitant (0 commit 0 a long-term relationship
with Kyesha because of her future economic prospects:

As men consider po

[Kevinj might fecl differently if he thought Kyesha was going (o make something
of hersclf over the long run—move up, maybe take a managenal job at Burger
Bam  But Kyesha doesn't secm mclined toward a job with much more responsi-
bility that the one that she has. (Newnman, 1999, p. 32)

"o be sur, factors other than economic conditions come ino play. Men and
women both cite compatibility and personal preferences in the deliberations con-
cerning marnage (Aschenbrenner, 1975). A single mother in Chicago expresses

. 35). Another father, who s proud of his ability to provide the basics,
s relationship due to his partner’s preferences:

She said (that] I'm always working and when I'm not working I'm t0o ured and
never wanna do nothing with her. I'm a good provider.  She said I was bor-
ing.
stand (Achatz & MacAllum. 1994. p. 82)

1y, Duneier describes men’s search for “finding the right woman
n. many [men] are anguished by their
deas and values™ (Duncier, 1992, p. 41).

Simil
Rather than being in the dominating posi
1o meet women who share thei

Dynamic Intimate Relationships

Despite the obstacles to marmage, some biological fathers marry the mothers of
their children and live coresidentially. Married r al fathers play a positve
role in the lives of inner-city children and teens. For exampl

focusing on inner.

two othier teenage children (Williams & Komblum, 1985); and of Kent, who
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with his mother, four younger
research notes Lincoln Harrison and his wife, Lillic, who have children ranging in

(Tatje, 1974; sce also Aschenbrenner, 1975; Martin & Martin,
1978; Valentine, 1978).

Many of these fathers establish supportive and caring relationships with their
wives and children. For example, Boyd Chivers s the pri
family and, along ‘oriented toward the goal of ‘making it being
a successful human being in socicty” (Clark, 1983, p. 39). Despit their residence
in a deteriorating inner-city neighborhood in Philadelphia, Mr. and Mrs. James
are “extremely gifted parents” in a “supportive and affe Fursten-
berg. Cook, Eccles, Elder, & Sameroff, 1999, p. 105). Manny Ricky is married to
Annette and the father of six young children. He holds several jobs to support his

i a regular member at church (Rosicr, 2000, p. 47).
ve data also indicate that a number of informal relationships are
established that resul children. Some of these nonmantal relationships are
remarkably stable, considering the economic constraints that both women and

2 s father, James Matthews, is
ier, 2000. p. 124). George and
0 each other and their I-year-old daughter, even with
George's very sporadic work as a community organizer (Merry, 1981, p. 76).

nother her long-term partner’s
her affection for him:

I'm not martied. I got 3 kids. But their father 1 there with the kids. He been there
since I was 16 1 been wath the same guy since I was 16 years old and I'm s
with him now. | only had really one man in my lfe (Jarret, 1994, p. 39)

Several factors shape the trajectories of intimate marital or nonmarital

of kin networks that may or may not have the resources to buttress
ships (Aschenbrenner, 1975; Burton, 1994; Jarrett, 1994; Jarrett & Bur-
ton, 1999; Stack, 1974). Also, re fe cycle stages for
older men may have more established work histories and
ty that allow them 10 plan for relationships and fami
‘Younger men, in contrast, often have more unstable work histories a

Men's residence patterns play a significant part in relationships.
in previous examples, many fathers coreside and have strong relationships with
their partners and children. However, a relationship can remain stable despite
changes in residence, inand out of | illiams, 1991).
For example, Martin Davis. a “decent daddy” o both his biological son, Tommy,
and his nonbiological son, Terry, spent many years lving apar from his family
before marrying his girlfriend, Jolen d moving into the h hol

1999).
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James' father has a po: ship with his wife and exerts a positive

influence on James. Yet James’ ather is not a continuous presence in the house-

4). Coresidence is not always

relationship either (Clark, 1983). For example, Norris” par-

father has no influence on him, and his mother runs the
y single-handedly (Fordham, 1996).

0 consistent involvement in a

e jobs to provide for their children find it difficult to remain
in daily fa . I
‘busy making money for the family” and is minimally involved in their

1997; Newman, 1999). One father describes how
lead to his exit from the household, and from his

friends on the street W off from his job.
tory which h
atthe local tavern and less ume with J

and {hus) children. (Stack. 1974, p. 109)

nally, men's cxpectations of intimate relationships and family life also
of involvement. Some men feel obligated 10 children and
their partaer, cven in the absence of a legal con-

a long-term relationship
tract. Derek, who hives
unable to save o buy a house and, as part of this inability to get ahe:
pursued marriage cither. His commitment is based on a notion of obligation to
family:

223

el cligaon, .E:_S_E n {10 be involved with kids]. . 1 provide for

and failed to “step up” and provide any support for his child.
Some young fathers, developmentally and economically unprepared for long-
term relationships, are un

er young father says that his
him to leave his peers bel

rder (0 spend time together. He claims:

1 don' and I only come
....She wanna® askigall
Kinds of questions like she was my mother. (Achatz & MacAllum. 1994, p. 41)

instability and some-
(Hannerz, 1969; Licbow, 1967). A single mother in Chicago

can do what 1 want to do. But when I get
married, I can't do it atall. He says, ‘I pay the bills. But you don’t get o boss me”
(Jarrett. 1994, p. 35). In some instances, extreme conflicts around domestic con-
Lein, 1997). Gloria, a
onship ended her husband's
2000):

involvement with her and her children (see also R

My safety 10 come frst. He vant-

used 0 make me beee
1 bad

Twas nothing . My son walked 1

from the @ ._S._ from the back down. and my son was |
gong o you, Mommy™”.. Sl
on my own. | got id of him; | left . (Fine & Wess, 1998, pp. 170, 172)

As the examples illustrate. stable and unstable relationships exist among low-
income African-American men and women, regardicss of marital status. These
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are shaped by a variety of factors, including pattens of
ty and ability to share resources, and expecta-
ife that include moral obligations, acceptance of domestic
h interpersonal confl

Negotiations Within Kin Systems
The context of ki obligations and family systems plays an important role in
ships. Some fathers help 10 create and sustain
members who provide
flexible and interchangeable care for children (Aschenbrenner, 1975: Jarrett,
1994; Stack, 1974). For example, Asante, who provides money and resources
sporadically for his daughier, turns to his kin when his resources are depleted:

1 might give you $200 at the end of the month. and I don' care 1 the courts know or
"t care how mad they are

an't do i, and their mamas can’

gomg (Roy. 1999a, p. 444)

not.
me 1f they need something
got

and care (Hembry. 1988). Patern:
commit time and money toward children’s well-being (Stack, 1974). Aaron, a 20-
year-old father in New York, lives with his grandmother and 3-year-old son and is
hose rarely talked about Afri American males who is taking care of his
Joe, a40-year-old father in

Chicagg
son. who lives with Joe's mother through informal custody arrangements:

my mom for three years—his mother i 1n a correctional nsti-
d of popc it my family were. and she fel safe since |

Some fathers negotiate with maternal ki in order to gain support for their
involvement. Many of them are considered 1o be “rencgade relatives” (Stack &
ven their expericnces with other men’s prior :3,
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i to fathers” histories of irre-
sponsible behavior and absence. Bird, NEV«SIVE father and former gang member
cago, detals how he s teated as a second-class
absent
1o her aunt, who questions his commitment:

ging mine through ... When
she’s ke “Thank y'allfor watching her" 1 be like, “Hold on, that's mune, you an’t got
1o thank me for taking care of mine I’ what [ want 10 do”” (Roy. 1999b.p. 143)

Both Jordon’s and Bird's examples how frustrated efforts over ume
become obstacles to continued paternal involvement. In these instances, women
believe that female kin are more reliable sources of child care and support (Bur-
ton, 1990; Newman, 1999; Stack, 1974)

nder certain circumstances, maternal kin support fathers” involvement. For
example, Ricky, a 22-year-old father from Baltimore, has been consistently
involved with his partner’s family since childhood. As a result of this long-term

history, his partner's mother encourages him to play the role of both biological
and social father in the family:
Ricky checks on us bec mother made 3
ind » (Fursienbers,
1995.p. 127)
In summary, haped by kin networks.

Paternal kin can enhance men’s involvement through an extension of their
resources for children’s well-being. Matemal kin can also encourage men's
involvement, although they often prove to be skeptical of male involvement due
tounmet expectations from previous father figures. The complex extended family
context suggests that low-income fathers must cope with a variety of social obli-
gations and expectations in order to fulfill the role of parent.

FATHER INVOLVEMENT: SOCIAL
PROCESSES OF PARENTING

T was 18 years old at the time and 1 hardly had a commitment (0 myself 1 just

nto taking care of someone else, not even my daugher that 1 truly love.
1o not have those crazy ideas now. I know what I must do for my newbor. (John-
son, 2000, p. 249)

Father involvement among low-income African-American men s a dynam-
ic process. It entails negotiations around roles and responsibilities that are
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influcnced by socil and biological considerations. The meaning of a “good
icant others’) be!

changes qualt e cycle.
{ime, we are able to more clearly discern
20 well as how social disadvantage accumulates and reemerges over many years.

Biology and Responsibility

Consersations with 1aner-city parens reveal the complex way in which they con-
f fatherhood. Sometimes this di dasa distine-

tion between * ind “daddies” (Furstenber. 1992). The “father” is the actu-

a progenitor of the child who is related by blood. The “daddy” is the man who

le of the father,
assess men's parenting behaviors

One group of fathers befieves that a
involvement, because a father should not take
ty. Bucky, a 24-year-old father from Trenton. works in a fast-
food restaurant and supports his daughter and her disabled mother. He remarks
that if fathers “do the ¢ en they must “do the time” (Waller, in press).
ink ical fatherhood to involvement are motivated to “be
there™ for their children because their own fathers were not involved with them
( an. 1992). One young couple’s histo-
ries with their own fathers shape their cor cach other: “Jackie's absent
s experience of being cut off fro
intimacy i

Another father states:

My mom and my g

1992, 1993):

Jordon promiscd hs gufiiend Amy that she should “Do whatever you want 0 do.
o what 1 have to do.” Amy explaed that “He was going (0 take care of hrs
hir e was gorng t bethe father.Be the man b supposed tobe and ke care

9. FATHERS IN THE "HOOD" 227

of hs respons care of the chd. .. He was gong 10 be there for
Nicole when and he was going o be there even when she didn'
need him. (Furstenberg, 1995, p. 124)

Some male peer groups in impovenished communities encourage men to “step
off™ and walk away from responsibilty to their children and theur partners (Ander-

“[Fathers who neglect their kids] don't get no respect from me on that. I can under-
stand if it happens, but it ain't nothing to brag about” (Sullivan, 1993, p. 59). A com-

change tyle. Ruben, a father of three boys in Chicago.

“snapped son. He realizes that father-

hood pu i livan, 1992):
[Her pregnancy] was about the only thing that slowed me down 1 decided that

you're
Boing outanyway. (Roy. 1999a, p. £40)

Another group of fathers believe that the bi
established, parti

the child before they accept that the c! indeed their own (Anderson, 1990):

No one even told me T had a daughter until two weeks after she was bom, and that

just proved it more that she wasn't my child  But (my mom and grandmorm]
ptures . i  child. But

ing the baby for a year. It was [when] I held her for the first time and really

looked at et ing 1nto her

from that day on. (Achatz & MacAllum, 1994, p. 44)

Adolescent fathers and mothers in fragile relationships are involved in some of
the

profound meaning a child brings to
fecling. ... He looks at you and your body tingles. .
n & Doherty. 1996, p.

ves due to confusi

the hospital because I [didn't) have anything to
take.  Lasked my mother to help me out but she started ‘sweating me” [giving

alecture]” (Johnson, 2000, p. 251).
A final group of fathers reject the children’s mother or her influence (Achatz &
MacAllum. 1994; Allen & Doherty, 1996; Roy 1999a: Sullivan, 1992). Despite
the mother of his children, Kelvin, a father of three girls in Chicago.
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with
‘The second time I denied it again” (Roy, 1999a, p. 440). Another
father directly links his poor relationship with his childs mother s the reason
that he cannot be an involved “daddy

Like when me and [my partner] weren't fond of each other, i kept me and m

she'd s " and leave. And I would come over and she’d be gone
(Allen & Doherty, 1996, p. 150)

Some men with children from different partners also have a diffic:

(Kaplan, 1997. p. nvolvement can look qualitati
for each child. For example. demands for financial support from two mothers
sometimes conflict with the tme that Juan has to spend with his two children:

1 really screwed up my life Two children and two different mothers Shit . Now.
I've got o work every chance I get. Except Sundays. that's my day with my kids.
[My boss says I have to work], [and I say|] “You need me here? My kids need me.
over there  You've got t0 put your kids frst. that's how Tlook at it Thave no choce.
(MacLeod, 1995, p. 234)

In other instances, mothers use men's contributions to their children to subsi-
dize children of nonsupportive fathers, leading to ongoing couple confl
fers, 1967) Some mothers’ curr

when Ruby visits her father (o pick up Easter shoes and encounters his new wife
who “shook me and called me all kinds of low-down names and told me that 1
didn’t have no father

con-

olved parent. Because there are many

The Me:
Qual

tent of involvement
equate “good fathers’

th providing financial resources. Men know that
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e care of yourself, you cannot take care of your kids" (Sullivan,
who works two jobs, at Burger Barn and a security agency,
ns for employment in order to be a responsible “daddy.” He

" say, “Keep on trying.
feels 10 be down. To have to ask
somebody for something,  know. You just keep trying, keep praying. have faith, and
you'll be all right. (Newman, 1999, p. 212)

Both fathers" and mothers” conventional notions about providing sometimes
nvolvement with their children. Trane does not want his
young son 10 live with him unt

rears and has only spoken on the phone to him a few times
le, 1996). A young father from Harlem describes how his
friend withdrew from his child's life because he cannot find a good job:

Sce, he dida’t have a ob, and maybe he didn't want to, you know, put is foot i his
mou say he was gonna’ do something even though he couldn't do it. Right
now I'm quite sure he's regrettng i, and [ know he wants to see the baby - (B
__:.a._Z;.n:..._:mz:mS_s.,.us_

Men fc 1] il 1o their children.
Fathers with young children offer disposable diapers, baby clothes, or new shoes,
as well as sporadic contributions of money when it is available (Furstenberg,
1995 Jareett, 1992; Roy 1999b; Sullivan, 1992). These nonmonetary contribu-
tions serve as proxies for monetary support and are typically accepted by mothers
as evidence of traditional involvement

Some involved providers drop out of their fa
out of the work role. One mother tries to predict the involvement of her child
father (0 the future, but realizes that In't plan on depending on him,

s job] dueto, ity. She began to plan for

“hard pressed to provide any assistance” with-

job (Edin & Lein, 1997, p. 165). Another father “thought that if I worked

real hard, 1 could make le rundown house and fix it up

n 10 get ahead eventually eroded with

a court summons for child support. He 1s fired as his job performance slips. and

his_ involvement with his children—defined as providing—ends (Achatz &
MacAllum. 1994, p. 89).

I notions of the good provider role. For some fami-
e, not money. These fathers realize
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that “1 don't need to have lots of money to be a good father the main thing that 1
need to give [my son] is love and spend a little time with him” (Achatz & MacAl-

ing there” (A!

len & Connor, 1997; Newman, 1999).
heir children when they withdraw due to
father with a newborn daughtes

this point

The maim thing that people talk about 15 financrally taking care of thei
providing good, clothing. shelter. And the second thing 15 Just spendun
them . The system takes away from the second thing, and they real
size the first thing. And that really hurts the children (Roy. 1999a. p. 447)

Isanah is also adamant about the importance of time and nonmonetary commit-
‘ment. To him. money does not provide the intangible support that involved fathers
can provide.

y way out_give fthe kids] some money an
money doesn't comfort them at night. They can't say, “Hey. Dollar B
mghtmare last night” and expect the Dollar Bill o rock them and hold them. Money
1 there because 11’ a necessity. But 1f you give a child love and attention. money 15
ng they are gomg o look for. (Roy, 1999a, p. 432)

Mothers often acknowledge the difficulty that men have finding employment.
Consequently. women broaden their expectations of fathers o include
forms of support. One mother
son] n
more

tenberg, 1995, p. 125). Yvette acknowledges her
child’s father's economic limitations and seeks symbolic support instead. Yvette
suggests that even a show of interest in her child is a positive sign of involve-
‘ment—even though it means lowering expectations for a father:

don’t have t. You can't get

contributions and fatherhood are ightly linked, many low-

Al
income fas
ic abilives. Inste:
time men spend with their
cern. Broader definttions of *
e fatherhood in 4

igh financr

eyect singular definitions of fatherhood based on men's cconom-

absence of economic markers
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of Engagement
and Disengagement

Father involvement is a dynamic process that unfolds—and changes—over
many months and years. Fathers and families move through distinct transition
points. For example, the breakup/makeup of a relationship sometimes changes
family structure and the meaning of involvement altogether. Consider the exam-
ple of Tally. who over the course of the ebb and flow of his relationship wi
Bess becomes estranged from his son (see also Newman, 1999, for more recent
examples):

After the birth of [the] baby. .. after she and Tally had stopped going out together,
Bess came to the comer only on Tally’s pay day, .. . sometimes bringing the child
along. sometimes not. But as Bess and Tully rediscovered their attraction for cach
other, she began o bring the baby regular

r example, Vernon's pers
‘Tami keeps him attached 10 her and engaged
“Sometimes you get stay together. 1 can say that
anything bad that happened between us 1n the past had made us strong” (Fursten-
berg, 1995, p. 1

(Williams & Komblum, 1994, pp. 41-42). Reflecting a similar
patiern, Lionel disappeared for six months after his partner Wanda became preg-
nant. When the baby was born, he reappeared and vowed “he will b

. am his father.  I'll do all L can
for him" (Furstenberg, 1995, p. 126). However, even after having a second child
with Wanda, Lionel is unemployed and does not pay child support. He has no
seen either ct in six months and
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work as a truck driver, and the Job alone solidifics his place in the houschold per-
However, it is the fathers of his daughters’ children who now cycle in
and out of theiechildren's ives. In this way, cycles of engagement and disengage-
ap across generations, shaped by the economy, individual stages of
interpenerational elationships, and personal chofces.

children is a common and, sometimes,
ms, 1991),

s and finds her biological father after almost two decades. Her father is
establishing a elationship even calling into ‘doubt his paternity (Zol-
lar, 1985). Jackie's fatl up and bought [her] things she
wanted and di nd she longed for him to be more involved in her life
(Williams, 1991, p. 74). Absent fathers also run the risk of rejection from the fam-
ily. For example, one mother s reluctant o allow her daughter’s father back into
her life because of past lapses. She says:

you've changed? You just last mont ou was gonna take her Easter shop-
ng. She did not see you” (Furstenberg, 1995, p. 137)

their absence. fathers often make efforts to connect with their children
across great distances and with gestures of affection (Roy. 1999b; Sullivan, 1993;
One young father's efforts to search for his son lead him far
15 Job and home:

1o se€ my son sutce he moved away, but I think about him every day
ent him boxes of books, toys that he could put together himsel. p
ther] never wrote back
drove (1,500 miles],

Some fathers become involved during their children’s teen years, a period
when inncr-city youth are seen as being parti risks and
dangers (Aschenbrenner: 1975, Wil ,
first encounters are difficult for fathers and children, but as Dexter, a teen

rlem who had talked to :_w father once when he was 9 years old, explains,
Other men

reengage when they become grandfather
guidance and support in the parenting role (Aschenbrenner, 1975; Wi
1991
Men may reach new levels of understanding about involvement as they age.
hey reflect on ca wnities for “second chances” with
children after a string of disappointments as students, workers, sons, and partners
(Ad len & Doherty, 1996: Roy, 1999b). For example,
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Hershey fought with his first partner about involvement and, several years later
with other children and a new partner, takes a more responsible attitude. Over
many years of struggling (o be involved, he develops a new understanding that
ld means taking care of her and for me, that means working to take

care of her” (Johnson, 2000, p. 249).
In summary, fatherhood is a dynamic process, characterized by periods of
ictors nfluence men’s level of consistency or
male-female

and emerge as cycl
out of their children’
proves significant

of engagement and disengagement. As men move
ves, reconnection may become problematic even though
both children’s and their fathers' development.

FLEXIBILITY AND VARIETY
OF FATHER FIGURES

im accepting and helping me out with e
0 do too much except maybe like buy her a I
aday. But he accepts my daughter. And seeing thi

give it to me. So | figure that nght there is a man. (Jarrett, 1994, p. 43)

‘With variable patters of involvement for many biological fathers, low-income

In many instances, when the need arises for a father figure, men from both
inside and outside the family are recruited.

Variety of Father Figures

Qualitative research points to a wide range of father figures who are found in the
lives of poor children and youth.

Biological Fathers. In many instances, biological fathers assume the pater-
nal role. The concern of this father is “to support the children that [he] brought

ke Steven, a 37-year-
old father of three boys, also take care of their children (Burton, 199

Male Companions. When biological fathers do not or cannot act as “dad-
dies.” some mothers w 1o their male companions 1o act as father figures

5 —
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matched by responsible behavior (Jarrett, 1994). A 16-year-
in an ethnographic study of teenage pregnancy remarks:

Tifany (a pscudonym)is not my baby. but she needs a father, To be with her. I work
n the day care center at school during my lunch hour. I feed her, change her diapers,
and play with her. 1 buy her clothes when | can because I don’t make much money.
Ikeep her sometimes Her mother and her family appreciate what | do and Tiffany
oves me too. Every tme she sees me she reaches for me and smiles. (Burton, 1995.
p1ST)

another example. one father assumes responsi
is still unresolved (see also Roy, 1999a; Sul

st
even though paterni

‘When she told me she was pregnant, 1 jumped at the opportunity to claim it.
Talways knew tha she was probably with other men and that the baby might not be
He's three years old now. and | sull don't know if he’s mine biologi

but he's mine because I've always loved hum and I'm the person he calls daddy.
(Achatz & MacAllum, 1994, p 30)

Stepfathers.  Stepfathers play important roles in children’s lives. Sometimes.

their biological father (Zol
1985). Tamimy, a promising teen in Cleveland, has two supportive stepfathers. She
ers' Day and wished them a happy Fathers' Day"
ms & Komblum. 1985. pp. 21-22).

Foster Fathers. Foster fathers provide yet another avenue to social father-
hood. Deacon Griffin. who lives in the Belmar neighborhood of Philadelphia, raised
three foster l-mannered and recognized
as being different and distinctive from other children” (Wi s, 1981, p. 54).

Uncles. Some ucles become social fathers to children ( Furstenberg et al.
1999: MacLeod, 1995). Harold provides an example. He suggests that his experi-
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He had done 50 much and just been there. He was always Daddy My father's
also one of the people who helped me Just to realize, “Yvett, you've got to make
something of yourself. You see your cousins. They're not doing anything. . " So [
guess my cousins got jealous that there was someone 1n my life who was acually
Paying my tition (0 g0 o thi school, who was actually picking me up from school

every day, helping me do my homework. (Anderson, 1999, pp. S7-58)

Grandjathers. ~ Grandfathers can be called on for paterity help (Buston.
1992). In some instances women live coresider

One g that

more black grandfathers take carc of babies and everybody than you think
We're yust quiet about what we do. These babies fove us t00. Just look a how this
one follows me around all the time. (Burton, 1995b, p. 94)

In addition, grandfathers offer advice to their grandc}

dren on how 10 progress in
life. Ben

My granddaddy he want
c, university—everything,

He want me to do everything” (O"Connor, 2000, p.

Older Brothers. ~ Older brothers who are often in the same households aid
their mothers by caring and monitoring their siblings, as w
cial contributions. For example. Anthony Hayes men
the place of my father” (Clark, 1983, p. 73). John Brown. father of four, plays a
fathering role 1n his biological fam; father] left seven years ago ~ and 1
help my mom as much as I can. her oldest son. My brother 1s just a
(Anderson, 1990, p. 39).

Unrelated Family Friends and Mentors. Nonromantic male friends of
the family play an important father figure role as
tums to Reggie Jones, hus gymnastic coach. because *if you don't have no father,
. 1993, p. 25). John, an academi-
cally promising youth, relies on father figures from his church. His unmarried
r, Pamela, “sought help from men in her church.  She hoped that these
experiences would help him become a and a young man who

" (Anderson, 1990, 1999). These men promote mainstream
values and serve as brdges (o conventional developmental trajectories. As one
young woman relates (o an elder man, youth in inner-city neighborhoods look up
1 “ol" heads” as father figures

ve you. Me and my older sster used to preten
the father that we always wanted because you didn't

You were our father.
nk; we never saw
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you drunk. We never saw you staggenng down the street. We never saw you mess-
1ng with anybody. (Anderson, 1999, p. 184)

As these examples suggest, a wide variety of men are inducted into the pater-
nal role. These men include a variety of partners of mothers, as well as family
‘members related to mothers. Friends and community members also become cen-
tral to children’s and youth's lives when they dedicate themselves to the paternal
role.

Paternal Roles and Activities
In many respects, poor African-American fathers, regardless of their marital sta-

reflective of “new” or “nurturant” fathers, such as domestic work and primary
child care (LaRossa, 1993).

Recreation and Play. ~Frequently fathers are involved in play acti

‘Williams & Kornblum, 1985). One promi
recounts his father's involvement in recreational act
time:

My Dad, he's busy. so we hook up, especially . on the weekends and suwff. And
you know, g0 out. play sports, cause he’s athletic . And see, we're alike, o I play
basketballa lot. We play chess, he taught me how o play chess. (Furstenberg et al.,
199.p. 105)

Fathers like Robert monitor and comfort children during play ac
encourage communication and creative learning through thei
boys and

‘When [the childrenl fell or were hut o had an object of value taken from them, they.
ran to Robert f he was there He comforted them. laughed with them, and arbitrated
theur disputes. He painted pictures for them. made plywood cutouts of the Seven
Dwarfs for them, and brought home storybooks (Liebow. 1967, p. 84)

Play also alleviates some of the pain that men experience while failing to find
secure employment. One young father looks forward to play with his new baby
for this reason:

and look for a job n the moming.
he aftemoon and see the b
Know.play with her and swff.  Secing her smie always made me feel better 'cur
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1 was steady downed.by the fact that | couldn't find any job and everyday hearng
about “oh, we ain't hinng” or “We nced someone thal’s got So many years of expe-
tience” or 100 bad, you should have been here last month.” (Achatz & MacAllum,
1994. . 50)

"Domestic Work and Child Care. Some men assume daily domestic chores
associated with housework and child care. Although their contributions are less

gets ready really early in the moing. T comb the girls’ haur, I dress and feed
them. Then I take them to school” (Burton, 1991. p. 36).

Other fathers take on cooking duties, some on a regular daily basis, dependent
on the employment status of the mother, Cory, a 27-year-old wrestler with three
children, assumes key child care and domestic tasks, even though “usually the
‘women stayed at home. but I reversed it.  [TJhat was my philosophy” (Roy,
1999a. p. 448). Tsaiah does all of the shopping and cooking for his girlfriends
family:

She usedto
had something to cat. | dd ot ae hopping, Her family made a oke sbouthow |
could take 60 for meat and stuff and make 1t last for four people over a month.
(Roy, 1999b. p. 146)

Men sometimes focus on the health of their children as well. They realize that
one parent cannot monitor and care for children's health as well as two or more
parental figures. Calvin. for example, “played with the children during the day
when they were well and stayed up with them at night when they were sick”
sis his chil

and goes (o “extraordinary lengths” (o care for him:

My son was seven months old, and he had a bite mark on hus face. I asked [my girl-
sked her, did she take him 1o the
a place where cats and
im, he should go in for
P 150)

In some instances, fathers became primary parents. Even young fathers, such
as 23-year-old Jelani, provide stable home environments for their children when
mothers lose custody. They often rely on their own kin support networks (o aid

i story: “My son’s mother, 1 don’t

the weckends and summers, and she cal

me up and asked me (o take him for



238 JARRETT. ROY, BURTON

three years” (Roy, 1999, p. 448). Children are sometimes given to nonbiological
fathers who express love, concern, and a deswe (0 keep a child. Oliver Lucas, a
30-year-old resident of the Flats, asks to keep his ex-girlfriend’s baby girl when
they “quit”

Lasked if she would give the baby 1o me. She said ine. and my *daughter” has been
oce. My

Role Models for Masculinity. Fathers establish themselves as role models
for proper masculine behavior. Darrell a 13 year old, acknowledges that he
“Thangs] with my old man. We is buds! I guess we both just men” (Burton, Alli-
son. & Obexdallah, 1995). James insists that fathers' respectful behavior is need-
unter less-positive alternatives for their sons (sce also Williams & Kom-

mate careers in the military. even supporting them with his own money:

1 got three of my boys in the [mlitary] service right now, and another is on the way.
Justthe other day. a young boy comes up o me n the neighborbood and say he need
1o get some underwear and toretries o he can get eady 1o leave for the
my. We talked for awhl Treached

1 and a five and handed (Anderson. 1990.p. 70)

1 Supervision. Modeling masculinity also cntals
y figures and cnsuring
Vn Zn_‘55= com

I

iplne, Pro
establishing fathers as aut
children in the community.

ing a hfestyle of the streets. One mother in Chicago, who sent her son to
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live with his father in a Southern community, believes that under his fathers
supervision, her son will be protected from the hazards of street lfe:

T have a thirteen-year
athum o tough. wouldn'tjoin. .. They t0ok his gym shoes offhus fect
‘They took his clothes ... 100k his jacket off s back n subzero weather. A boy
pulled a gun to s head and told him, “If you do next week you won't be
here™ 1 had 10 send him out of town. His father stayed out of town. [My son] came
here last weck for a week. He said, “Mom, [ want to come home so bad " 1 said no.
(Wilson, 1996. p. 4)

Men insist on teaching children “what i right and wrong? which fien
i hine. Some father tothe age
of the child. As Adam’s father suggests:

I suffer some way

does not do what he should he knows that he

ng their travels outside of
hold. and even escorting them from place to place (Clark, 1983

- You know, we try to emphasize being home before dark” (Fordham, 1996.
Davidson, 1996). Sam mak that i “n the house
by three o’clock . .. [because] I don't want them to turn out like the low-life drug-
heads their mama and daddy are” (Burton, 1991).

Some men are

ships is particularly pronounced 1n qualitative stu
2000). Dara feels that her father is “way overdonc” in his need to protect her from.
potential boyfricnds:

You know, last week when we were in the mall and Paul came by and said, “What's
up?”, and Dad went off. saying that he was disespectful {with the way that] he was
acting Now daddy’s got my interest in mind. but why's he gotta do thar? (Whie,
1999, p 46)

Role Models for Achievement. Men arc ofien strong role models for
achicvement (Clark, 1983; Davidson, 1996; Fordham, 1996). They promote edu-
n as integral o the advancement of their children. For example, Mr. Treppit
ecalls his conversations with his son
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This s what I'm trying 10 explarn to James huim (0 fsucceed). The only
way than 1

Jd him he can get them on his own but he’s
shed. So 1 10ld hum all you can o to survive actuat

these days. (Clark. 1983. p. 57)

* get this here [scho
15 10 have an educal

1s necessary. James' father quit school, but nevertheless has high expect
m. James asserts “he wanted me (o be a lawyer when I was a

caucaon, And hen £0 ot d make somedhng of yoursl. s thn come hack
and help your fellow man(Fordham. 1996, p. 182)

conflict Over Father Role

As our cxamples to this point suggest, the expansion of the patemnal role assurcs
that poor children receive needed carc and concem. Flexi

(Aschenbrenner, 1975). For exam-
ionships through marriage or
lear who is the “daddy” (MacLeod, 1995; Roy, 1999b). In
problems occur when men are asked o serve as “daddies”
uninvolved biological fathers. Violet demands that her first

youth to personal danger.
Cxpenences with an i
never to expose her ch
p. 104)

ren to another man I

ing in the home (Clark, 1983,

241

y subjected to multi-

a pizza parlor, his children's homes, and his own mother’s home. He questions his

priorities: Are they to his young children or to his own mother and brother
(Anderson, 1990)? Family demands are obstacles to success at school and work

Just 1o know that | was going to be a husband, friend, big brother, uncle,
father and employee allin the same boat” (Roy, 1999b, pp. 147-148). He is able
10 balance demands of his biological and nonbiological children, often relying on
the mother of his child and her fa
Lamont is adamant in not giving up on his nonbiological children,
else does, like the world does, or like them giving up on themselves” (p. 148).
Previous examples illustrate the variety of men who assume the paternal role
and the nature of their relationships with children. To be sure, men vary in the
Tevel and quality of their participation, dependent on specific circumstances. How-
ever, the focus on roles and their performance provides an understanding of the
in which men may or may not be involved in the lives of Affican-American
children and youth, independent of mantal, biological, or residential status.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

American fathers play in the lives of their families and children. The microlevel.
ensive nature of methods used in the studies we reviewed generated
o the contextual, processural, and subjective aspects of African-

midlife. and elderly dads and father figures. In particular, we find that qual-

e rescarch illustrates their children over ume,

Affican-American fathers: (2) the neighborhood context of economic opportun
ties for fathers; (b) neg ions between fathers and mothers in a system of kin
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of the social process of father
gures who fulfill a variety of flexible paternal

ve research suggests that:

* Local economic opportur
fathers at every junctur
always find jobs. Men’s mability 10 find good jobs and create a consistent
job record harms their potential as involved parents. It also encourages mar-
ginal relationships with partners and family.

« Fatherhood 15 not a static relationship but a dynamic process over time.
Important factors. such as pas

s shape the lives of poor African-American

ldren’s brological fathers are often well suited to take on the respon-
of parenting

behavior (Mead. 1997). ies will not address the lived experiences
or motvation of low-income African-American men, who as our review suggests

low-income fathers and craft policies with three goals in place. For example,
appropriate fatherhood policies should take men’s development

account. Its difficult to promote economic pros
ity for teen fathers; perhaps a
their children. By the same token, older fathers have.
ly with problem:
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ence that exists even between children and their unmarried fathers who
side the household. Such an acknowledgment would also recogmze the impor-
tance of nonbiological social fathers in nunuring children, as well as

ly. Ini
vide job training and placement would enhance opportunities for cohorts of low-
income fathers who have never had stable employment histories. Education
approaches (0 neighborhood safety would promote social
for poor families. duminishing other barriers that exist
between parents and children.

"To be sure, despite our consider

contextually sensitve survey measures will offer coming generations of
rescarchers both breadth and depth in understanding the “visible" place and roles
of men in low-income families
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