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The University of Montana Big Sky Poll collects and reports information about Montanans' 
perceptions of local, state, and federal issues. The poll is directed by Dr. Sara Rinfret, Professor 
and Director of the Master of Public Administration Program, and Dr. Justin Angle, Associate 
Professor of Marketing and Poe Family Distinguished Faculty Fellow. 
 
The UM Big Sky Poll online survey was conducted from June 17 – June 26, 2020 with 517 
registered Montana voters. The margin of error (MOE) is +/- 4.31 at a 95 percent confidence 
level. Survey results were weighted by geography, gender, and education level to more 
accurately reflect demographics of the registered voter population in Montana. Due to rounding, 
totals may not equal 100 percent.  
 
*Use of poll findings requires attribution to the University of Montana Big Sky Poll and 
Headwaters Foundation. This project was funded by the Headwaters Foundation. 
 
  



National and State Issues 
 

Question: Please select your level of agreement with the following statement. 

I believe that my vote matters. 

Answer Percentage 
Strongly agree 53.4% 
Somewhat agree 37.6% 
Somewhat disagree 7.6% 
Strongly disagree 1.4% 

 

Question: Listed below is a list of activities that some communities could offer before or during 
voting. Please select how each item might affect your likelihood to vote in the upcoming 
November 2020 election. 

 Free childcare services provided by licensed professionals at polling places 

Answer Percentage 
Much more likely 6.2% 
Somewhat more likely 10.7% 
Would not affect my likelihood to 
vote 

77% 

Somewhat less likely 4.1% 
Much less likely 2% 

 

 A general election voter guide provided by the State of Montana 

Answer Percentage 
Much more likely 21.4% 
Somewhat more likely 29.6% 
Would not affect my likelihood to 
vote 

43.5% 

Somewhat less likely 3.3% 
Much less likely 2.1% 

 

  



 

 The State of Montana moves to a mail-in voting system, with no physical polling places 

Answer Percentage 
Much more likely 27.4% 
Somewhat more likely 13.9% 
Would not affect my likelihood to 
vote 

47.8% 

Somewhat less likely 5.9% 
Much less likely 4.9% 

 

 More polling places are added in your community 

Answer Percentage 
Much more likely 16.1% 
Somewhat more likely 23.4% 
Would not affect my likelihood to 
vote 

56.3% 

Somewhat less likely 1.4% 
Much less likely 2.7% 

 

 A reminder was sent telling you when and where to vote 

Answer Percentage 
Much more likely 20.6% 
Somewhat more likely 27.5% 
Would not affect my likelihood to 
vote 

46.3% 

Somewhat less likely 2.9% 
Much less likely 2.6% 

 

 Someone you know drives you to the polling place 

Answer Percentage 
Much more likely 7% 
Somewhat more likely 13.2% 
Would not affect my likelihood to 
vote 

72.6% 

Somewhat less likely 4.2% 
Much less likely 2.9% 

 

  



Question: Below is a list of activities that some communities could offer. Please select how each 
item might affect your engagement in your community. 

Courses on community engagement were offered by someone you know in your 
community 

Answer Percentage 
Much more engaged 8.9% 
Somewhat more engaged 30.4% 
Would not affect my community 
engagement 

53.1% 

Somewhat less engaged 5.9% 
Much less engaged 1.7% 

 

 Courses about the roles of elected officials and how government works 

Answer Percentage 
Much more engaged 9.3% 
Somewhat more engaged 34.6% 
Would not affect my community 
engagement 

46.7% 

Somewhat less engaged 7.8% 
Much less engaged 1.7% 

 

 Elected officials hold monthly coffee and conversations with constituents 

Answer Percentage 
Much more engaged 13.1% 
Somewhat more engaged 32.7% 
Would not affect my community 
engagement 

46.6% 

Somewhat less engaged 6.5% 
Much less engaged 1.1% 

 

 Local meetings (tribal, city council, etc.) are streamed on social media 

Answer Percentage 
Much more engaged 11.9% 
Somewhat more engaged 31.7% 
Would not affect my community 
engagement 

50.2% 

Somewhat less engaged 4.5% 
Much less engaged 1.7% 

 



My county had a community engagement liaison who helped me find when and where 
to participate. 

Answer Percentage 
Much more engaged 8.2% 
Somewhat more engaged 31.7% 
Would not affect my community 
engagement 

53.6% 

Somewhat less engaged 4.4% 
Much less engaged 2.1% 

 

Question: How much do you trust that elections are fair? I have… 

Answer Percentage 
A lot of trust 29.8% 
Some trust 61.6% 
No trust 8.6% 

 

Question: Thinking about the restrictions that have been put in place by the state of Montana to 
slow the spread of the coronavirus, do you think these restrictions…? 

Answer Percentage 
Go too far 21.3% 
Are about right 54.4% 
Are not enough 21.1% 
Don’t know 3.2% 

 

Question: Considering the current COVID-19 restrictions in Montana, do you think it is safe or 
unsafe to vote at a polling place for the November 2020 election? 

Answer Percentage 
Safe 56.5% 
Unsafe 25.2% 
Don’t know 18.3% 

 

Question: For the November 2020 election, how would you prefer to cast your vote? 

Answer Percentage 
Polling place 28.4% 
Mail-in-ballot 65.7% 
Don’t know 5.8% 

 

  



Question: Which would you most like to see in Montana (rank from most to least important) 

 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 
Return 
postage for 
absentee 
ballots 

12.6% 18.2% 15.7% 11% 7.9% 9.5% 7.7% 9.4% 7.8% 

All mail in 
elections 24.6% 11.1% 8.9% 5.6% 5.4% 6.7% 10.1% 13.7% 14% 

State-
produced 
election 
guide 

15.4% 13.2% 11.6% 11.3% 13.2% 8.5% 10.2% 8.5% 8.1% 

Online 
voter-
registration 
and change 
of address 

8.5% 11.8% 16.7% 13.2% 14.2% 10.1% 10.8% 8% 6.5% 

Online 
voting 11.8% 13.2% 6.9% 4.6% 8.5% 10.2% 8.4% 15.1% 21.4% 

Touchscreen 
voting 
(updating 
technology 
in voting 
booth)  

4.3% 5.4% 7.9% 11.2% 13.9% 13.3% 13.7% 16.1% 14.2% 

More 
polling 
places 

8.7% 9.4% 10.4% 12.9% 9.4% 13.7% 13.4% 9.3% 12.7% 

Technology 
that allows 
voting at 
any polling 
location 

5.4% 7.7% 10.1% 15.1% 12.9% 16.9% 14.4% 9.6% 7.9% 

Increased 
accessibility 
for the 
disabled 

8.7% 10% 11.7% 15.1% 14.6% 11.2% 11.2% 10.2% 7.3% 

 

 

 

 



Question: When voting by mail, ballots should be counted if they are… 

Answer Percentage 
Postmarked by Election Day 44.3% 
Received by the elections office 
before the close of polls 

47.3% 

Don’t know 8.4% 
 

  



Demographics 
 

N = 517 Survey Respondents 
Gender  

Female 51% 
Male 48% 

Other <1% 
Prefer not to answer <1% 

Member of Montana Tribe  
Yes1 5% 

No 95% 
Age  

18-26 11% 
27-46 38% 
47-66 37% 

67 or older 15% 
Level of Education  

Some high school 4% 
High school/GED 22% 

Some college 21% 
Associate’s degree 13% 
Bachelor’s degree 26% 

Post baccalaureate (Master’s, PhD, JD, MD, etc.) 14% 
Other 1% 

Prefer not to answer <1% 
Political Party  

Republican 41% 
Independent 26% 

Democrat 24% 
Libertarian 2% 

Prefer not to answer 5% 
Other 2% 

Total Household Income  
$0 - $20,000 12% 

$20,001 - $37,000 18% 
$37,001 - $46,000 8% 
$46,001 - $57,000 12% 
$57,001 - $88,000 19% 

$88,001 - $150,000 17% 
$150,001 and above 8% 
Prefer not to answer 7% 

                                                
1 5% of those surveyed identified as a “Member of Montana tribe”. Analysis of results within 
this group should consider the low N value.   
 



Crosstabs 
Question: Please select your level of agreement with the following statement. 

I believe that my vote matters. 

 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older 
Strongly agree 44.6% 38.1% 65.8% 67.9% 
Somewhat agree 48.2% 45.7% 30.1% 28.4% 
Somewhat disagree 5.4% 13.2% 4.1% 3.7% 
Strongly disagree 1.8% 3% 0% 0% 

 

 Member of 
Montana tribe 

Not a Member of a 
Montana tribe 

Strongly agree 44% 53.8% 
Somewhat agree 44% 37.3% 
Somewhat disagree 8% 7.7% 
Strongly disagree 4% 1.2% 

 

 Some High 
School 

High 
School/GED 

Some 
College Associate’s Bachelor’s Post-

Baccalaureate Other PNTA 

Strongly 
agree 59.1% 39.7% 48.6% 62.7% 59.4% 60.3% 100% 100% 

Somewhat 
agree 27.3% 43.1% 40.4% 34.3% 36.2% 34.2% 0% 0% 

Somewhat 
disagree 13.6% 16.4% 8.3% 0% 3.6% 5.5% 0% 0% 

Strongly 
disagree 0% 0.9% 2.8% 3% 0.7% 0% 0% 0% 

 

 $0 -
$20,000 

$20,001 - 
$37,000 

$37,001 - 
$46,000 

$46,001 - 
$57,000 

$57,001 - 
$88,000 

$88,001 - 
$150K $150K+ PNTA 

Strongly 
agree 42.4% 39.1% 53.7% 46.8% 57.1% 65.2% 74.4% 61.1% 
Somewhat 
agree 48.5% 44.6% 24.4% 53.2% 36.7% 28.1% 25.6% 25% 
Somewhat 
disagree 9.1% 14.1% 19.5% 0% 4.1% 6.7% 0% 8.3% 
Strongly 
disagree 0% 2.2% 2.4% 0% 2% 0% 0% 5.6% 

 

 

 



 Democrat Republican Independent Libertarian Other PNTA 
Strongly agree 52.8% 66.5% 42.6% 70% 23.1% 17.2% 
Somewhat 
agree 34.4% 31.6% 47.8% 30% 61.5% 37.9% 

Somewhat 
disagree 12% 1.4% 8.8% 0% 0% 37.9% 

Strongly 
disagree 0.8% 0.5% 0.7% 0% 15.4% 6.9% 

 

 Male Female Something else Prefer Not To Answer 
Strongly agree 57.6% 49.6% 0% 100% 
Somewhat agree 34.9% 40.4% 50% 0% 
Somewhat disagree 7.5% 7.8% 0% 0% 
Strongly disagree 0% 2.2% 50% 0% 

 

 Rural Urban 
Strongly agree 54% 52.2% 
Somewhat agree 37% 39% 
Somewhat disagree 7.5% 7.7% 
Strongly disagree 1.4% 1.1% 

 

  



Question: The following are a list of activities that some communities could offer before or 
during voting. For each, please answer whether it would make you much more likely, somewhat 
more likely, somewhat less likely or much less likely to vote. 

Free childcare services provided by licensed professionals at polling places 

 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older 
Much more likely 19.3% 9% 1.6% 1.2% 
Somewhat more likely 21.1% 12.6% 8.3% 3.7% 
Would not affect my 
likelihood to vote 47.4% 70.9% 86.5% 91.4% 

Somewhat less likely 10.5% 4% 2.6% 3.7% 
Much less likely 1.8% 3.5% 1% 0% 

 

 Member of 
Montana tribe 

Not a Member of a 
Montana tribe 

Much more likely 12% 6% 
Somewhat more likely 44% 9.1% 
Would not affect my 
likelihood to vote 36% 79.1% 

Somewhat less likely 0% 4.2% 
Much less likely 8% 1.6% 

 

 Some 
High 

School 

High 
School/GED 

Some 
College Associate’s Bachelor’s Post-

Baccalaureate Other PNTA 

Much more 
likely 22.7% 6.0% 5.4% 4.5% 4.3% 8.2% 0% 100% 

Somewhat 
more likely 45.5% 21.6% 7.2% 4.5% 5.1% 4.1% 0% 0% 

Would not 
affect my 
likelihood to 
vote 

31.8% 58.6% 81.1% 87.9% 86.3% 86.3% 100% 0% 

Somewhat 
less likely 0% 9.5% 4.5% 1.5% 2.9% 0% 0% 0% 

Much less 
likely 0% 4.3% 1.8% 1.5% 1.4% 1.4% 0% 0% 

 

  



 $0 -
$20,000 

$20,001 - 
$37,000 

$37,001 - 
$46,000 

$46,001 - 
$57,000 

$57,001 - 
$88,000 

$88,001 - 
$150K $150K+ PNTA 

Much more 
likely 10.9% 4.3% 17.1% 1.6% 0% 10.2% 6.8% 5.7% 

Somewhat 
more likely 21.9% 5.4% 12.2% 17.5% 7.1% 6.8% 2.3% 20% 

Would not 
affect my 
likelihood to 
vote 

60.9% 80.6% 68.3% 66.7% 90.8% 81.8% 86.4% 68.6% 

Somewhat less 
likely 3.1% 4.3% 0% 14.3% 2% 1.1% 4.5% 2.9% 

Much less 
likely 3.1% 5.4% 2.4% 0% 0% 0% 0% 2.9% 

 

 Democrat Republican Independent Libertarian Other PNTA 
Much more 
likely 5.6% 7% 5.2% 27.3% 0% 3.4% 

Somewhat more 
likely 8.8% 14.9% 9.6% 0% 7.7% 0% 

Would not 
affect my 
likelihood to 
vote 

81.6% 73.5% 83.7% 63.6% 92.3% 51.7% 

Somewhat less 
likely 2.4% 4.2% 0.7% 9.1% 0% 27.6% 

Much less likely 1.6% 0.5% 0.7% 0% 0% 17.2% 
 

 Male Female Something else Prefer Not To Answer 
Much more likely 7.1% 5.2% 0% 100% 
Somewhat more likely 12.5% 9.2% 0% 0% 
Would not affect my 
likelihood to vote 72.5% 81.2% 100% 0% 

Somewhat less likely 6.3% 2.2% 0% 0% 
Much less likely 1.6% 2.2% 0% 0% 

 

  



 

 Rural Urban 
Much more likely 4.3% 9.4% 
Somewhat more likely 11.8% 8.3% 
Would not affect my 
likelihood to vote 76.9% 77.9% 

Somewhat less likely 4.6% 3.3% 
Much less likely 2.3% 1.1% 

 

A general election voter guide provided by the State of Montana 

 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older 
Much more likely 23.2% 18.7% 26.8% 14.8% 
Somewhat more likely 35.7% 37.9% 20.1% 27.2% 
Would not affect my 
likelihood to vote 23.2% 40.9% 47.9% 53.1% 

Somewhat less likely 8.9% 1% 4.1% 3.7% 
Much less likely 8.9% 1.5% 1% 1.2% 

 

 Member of 
Montana tribe 

Not a Member of a 
Montana tribe 

Much more likely 12% 21.9% 
Somewhat more likely 52% 28.6% 
Would not affect my 
likelihood to vote 

24% 44.5% 

Somewhat less likely 8% 3% 
Much less likely 4% 2% 

 

  



 

 Some 
High 

School 

High 
School/GED 

Some 
College Associate’s Bachelor’s Post-

Baccalaureate Other PNTA 

Much more 
likely 18.2% 14.7% 20.2% 27.3% 26.1% 21.6% 0% 100% 

Somewhat 
more likely 45.5% 28.4% 33.9% 22.7% 27.5% 32.4% 0% 0% 

Would not 
affect my 
likelihood to 
vote 

22.7% 46.6% 44% 48.5% 43.5% 39.2% 100% 0% 

Somewhat 
less likely 13.6% 3.4% 0.9% 0% 2.9% 6.8% 0% 0% 

Much less 
likely 0% 6.9% 0.9% 1.5% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

 

 $0 -
$20,000 

$20,001 - 
$37,000 

$37,001 - 
$46,000 

$46,001 - 
$57,000 

$57,001 - 
$88,000 

$88,001 - 
$150K $150K+ PNTA 

Much more 
likely 35.4% 23.9% 19.5% 22.2% 7.2% 15.7% 32.6% 29.7% 

Somewhat 
more likely 33.8% 33.7% 34.1% 20.6% 38.1% 23.6% 27.9% 18.9% 
Would not 
affect my 
likelihood to 
vote 

27.7% 39.1% 43.9% 44.4% 51.5% 53.9% 39.5% 37.8% 

Somewhat less 
likely 1.5% 3.3% 2.4% 4.8% 0% 6.7% 0% 8.1% 
Much less 
likely 1.5% 0% 0% 7.9% 3.1% 0% 0% 5.4% 

 

  



 Democrat Republican Independent Libertarian Other PNTA 
Much more 
likely 21.8% 19.9% 25.2% 25% 23.1% 10.7% 

Somewhat more 
likely 36.3% 23.6% 37.8% 25% 15.4% 17.9% 

Would not 
affect my 
likelihood to 
vote 

36.3% 51.9% 36.3% 33.3% 61.5% 42.9% 

Somewhat less 
likely 4.8% 4.2% 0% 16.7% 0% 3.6% 

Much less likely 0.8% 0.5% 0.7% 0% 0% 25% 
 

 Male Female Something else Prefer Not To Answer 
Much more likely 19.6% 22.9% 0% 100% 
Somewhat more likely 27.1% 32.1% 0% 0% 
Would not affect my 
likelihood to vote 47.8% 39.5% 100% 0% 

Somewhat less likely 3.5% 3.3% 0% 0% 
Much less likely 2% 2.2% 0% 0% 

 

 Rural Urban 
Much more likely 18.4% 26.9% 
Somewhat more likely 33.1% 23.1% 
Would not affect my 
likelihood to vote 42.4% 45.6% 

Somewhat less likely 4% 2.2% 
Much less likely 2% 2.2% 

 

The State of Montana moves to a mail-in voting system, with no physical polling places. 

 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older 
Much more likely 29.8% 30.2% 28.1% 17.3% 
Somewhat more likely 19.3% 16.6% 10.9% 12.3% 
Would not affect my 
likelihood to vote 

26.3% 41.2% 52.6% 66.7% 

Somewhat less likely 17.5% 7.5% 2.6% 1.2% 
Much less likely 7% 4.5% 5.7% 2.5% 

 

  



 

 Member of 
Montana tribe 

Not a Member of a 
Montana tribe 

Much more likely 12% 28% 
Somewhat more likely 40% 12.7% 
Would not affect my 
likelihood to vote 

16% 49.5% 

Somewhat less likely 8% 5.8% 
Much less likely 24% 4% 

 

 Some 
High 

School 

High 
School/GED 

Some 
College Associate’s Bachelor’s Post-

Baccalaureate Other PNTA 

Much more 
likely 9.5% 24.1% 31.5% 25.4% 30.9% 27.4% 0% 100% 

Somewhat 
more likely 42.9% 11.2% 13% 6% 12.9% 21.9% 0% 0% 

Would not 
affect my 
likelihood to 
vote 

23.8% 50.9% 44.4% 53.7% 48.2% 49.3% 50% 0% 

Somewhat 
less likely 23.8% 11.2% 6.5% 6% 1.4% 0% 0% 0% 

Much less 
likely 0% 2.6% 4.6% 9% 6.5% 1.4% 50% 0% 

 

 $0 -
$20,000 

$20,001 - 
$37,000 

$37,001 - 
$46,000 

$46,001 - 
$57,000 

$57,001 - 
$88,000 

$88,001 - 
$150K $150K+ PNTA 

Much more 
likely 33.8% 28% 19.5% 33.9% 19.2% 32.6% 25% 25% 

Somewhat 
more likely 18.5% 16.1% 12.2% 12.9% 15.2% 7.9% 11.4% 19.4% 
Would not 
affect my 
likelihood to 
vote 

38.5% 47.3% 43.9% 43.5% 56.6% 51.7% 56.8% 33.3% 

Somewhat less 
likely 7.7% 4.3% 19.5% 6.5% 5.1% 1.1% 0% 11.1% 
Much less 
likely 1.5% 4.3% 4.9% 3.2% 4% 6.7% 6.8% 11.1% 

 

  



 

 Democrat Republican Independent Libertarian Other PNTA 
Much more 
likely 44.4% 19% 25.9% 45.5% 25% 17.9% 

Somewhat more 
likely 13.7% 13.4% 15.6% 18.2% 33.3% 0% 

Would not 
affect my 
likelihood to 
vote 

32.3% 57.9% 48.9% 27.3% 41.7% 50% 

Somewhat less 
likely 8.1% 4.2% 2.2% 9.1% 0% 25% 

Much less likely 1.6% 5.6% 7.4% 0% 0% 7.1% 
 

 Male Female Something else Prefer Not To Answer 
Much more likely 23.2% 31.4% 0% 100% 
Somewhat more 
likely 15% 12.9% 0% 0% 

Would not affect my 
likelihood to vote 48.4% 47.2% 100% 0% 

Somewhat less likely 8.3% 3.7% 0% 0% 
Much less likely 5.1% 4.8% 0% 0% 

 

 Rural Urban 
Much more likely 23.9% 34.1% 
Somewhat more likely 14.1% 13.7% 
Would not affect my 
likelihood to vote 51.3% 41.2% 

Somewhat less likely 6.3% 4.9% 
Much less likely 4.3% 6% 

 

More polling places are added in your community 

 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older 
Much more likely 30.4% 18.2% 12.4% 8.8% 
Somewhat more likely 35.7% 30.8% 15.5% 16.3% 
Would not affect my 
likelihood to vote 23.2% 43.9% 71% 75% 

Somewhat less likely 3.6% 2.5% 0.5% 0% 
Much less likely 7.1% 4.5% 0.5% 0% 

 



 Member of 
Montana tribe 

Not a Member of a 
Montana tribe 

Much more likely 20% 15.9% 
Somewhat more likely 36% 22.8% 
Would not affect my 
likelihood to vote 40% 57.1% 

Somewhat less likely 0% 1.6% 
Much less likely 4% 2.6% 

 

 Some 
High 

School 

High 
School/GED 

Some 
College Associate’s Bachelor’s Post-

Baccalaureate Other PNTA 

Much more 
likely 9.5% 19.1% 11.9% 19.7% 17.4% 12.2% 0% 100% 

Somewhat 
more likely 61.9% 24.3% 23.9% 15.2% 15.9% 32.4% 0% 0% 

Would not 
affect my 
likelihood to 
vote 

23.8% 45.2% 62.4% 59.1% 65.9% 54.1% 100% 0% 

Somewhat 
less likely 0% 2.6% 0.9% 3% 0.7% 1.4% 0% 0% 

Much less 
likely 4.8% 8.7% 0.9% 3% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

 

 $0 -
$20,000 

$20,001 - 
$37,000 

$37,001 - 
$46,000 

$46,001 - 
$57,000 

$57,001 - 
$88,000 

$88,001 - 
$150K $150K+ PNTA 

Much more 
likely 32.8% 17.2% 19.5% 14.5% 5.1% 18% 9.1% 16.2% 

Somewhat 
more likely 25% 28% 26.8% 25.8% 17.3% 20.2% 15.9% 35.1% 
Would not 
affect my 
likelihood to 
vote 

40.6% 53.8% 48.8% 51.6% 71.4% 61.8% 72.7% 35.1% 

Somewhat less 
likely 1.6% 1.1% 0% 0% 2% 0% 2.3% 8.1% 
Much less 
likely 0% 0% 4.9% 8.1% 4,1% 0% 0% 5.4% 

 

  



 

 Democrat Republican Independent Libertarian Other PNTA 
Much more 
likely 15.3% 14.4% 18.4% 45.5% 23.1% 6.9% 

Somewhat more 
likely 24.2% 20.9% 27.9% 18.2% 15.4% 24.1% 

Would not 
affect my 
likelihood to 
vote 

60.5% 61.4% 52.2% 36.4% 61.5% 27.6% 

Somewhat less 
likely 0% 0.9% 0.7% 0% 0% 13.8% 

Much less likely 0% 2.3% 0.7% 0% 0% 27.6% 
 

 Male Female Something else Prefer Not To Answer 
Much more likely 18.4% 14% 0% 100% 
Somewhat more likely 25.5% 21.8% 0% 0% 
Would not affect my 
likelihood to vote 51.4% 60.9% 100% 0% 

Somewhat less likely 0.4% 2.2% 0% 0% 
Much less likely 4.3% 1.1% 0% 0% 

 

 Rural Urban 
Much more likely 13.5% 20.9% 
Somewhat more likely 24.5% 21.4% 
Would not affect my 
likelihood to vote 57.6% 53.8% 

Somewhat less likely 1.4% 1.6% 
Much less likely 2.9% 2.2% 

 

A reminder was sent telling you when and where to vote 

 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older 
Much more likely 39.3% 19.1% 21.4% 9.9% 
Somewhat more likely 26.8% 37.2% 20.3% 21% 
Would not affect my 
likelihood to vote 16.1% 36.7% 56.3% 67.9% 

Somewhat less likely 8.9% 3% 2.1% 1.2% 
Much less likely 8.9% 4% 0% 0% 

 

  



 

 Member of 
Montana tribe 

Not a Member of a 
Montana tribe 

Much more likely 20% 20.1% 
Somewhat more likely 24% 27.8% 
Would not affect my 
likelihood to vote 32% 46.9% 

Somewhat less likely 4% 2.8% 
Much less likely 20% 1.8% 

 

 Some 
High 

School 

High 
School/GED 

Some 
College Associate’s Bachelor’s Post-

Baccalaureate Other PNTA 

Much more 
likely 26.1% 16.4% 28.4% 19.7% 17.4% 20.3% 0% 100% 

Somewhat 
more likely 26.1% 27.6% 29.4% 27.3% 32.6% 17.6% 0% 0% 

Would not 
affect my 
likelihood to 
vote 

21.7% 47.4% 38.5% 50% 47.8% 56.8% 100% 0% 

Somewhat 
less likely 8.7% 1.7% 3.7% 0% 2.2% 5.4% 0% 0% 

Much less 
likely 17.4% 6.9% 0% 3% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

 

 $0 -
$20,000 

$20,001 - 
$37,000 

$37,001 - 
$46,000 

$46,001 - 
$57,000 

$57,001 - 
$88,000 

$88,001 - 
$150K $150K+ PNTA 

Much more 
likely 36.9% 22.8% 30% 12.9% 10.2% 17% 15.9% 34.3% 

Somewhat 
more likely 18.5% 33.7% 27.5% 29% 35.7% 20.5% 36.4% 11.4% 
Would not 
affect my 
likelihood to 
vote 

30.8% 40.2% 42.5% 46.8% 52% 60.2% 47.7% 42.9% 

Somewhat less 
likely 4.6% 3.3% 0% 4.8% 0% 2.3% 0% 8.6% 
Much less 
likely 9.2% 0% 0% 6.5% 2% 0% 0% 2.9% 

 

  



 Democrat Republican Independent Libertarian Other PNTA 
Much more 
likely 24% 19% 19.9% 36.4% 33.3% 13.8% 

Somewhat more 
likely 29.6% 25% 30.9% 18.2% 16.7% 27.6% 

Would not 
affect my 
likelihood to 
vote 

46.4% 50% 44.9% 27.3% 50% 31% 

Somewhat less 
likely 0% 3.2% 3.7% 18.2% 0% 3.4% 

Much less likely 0% 2.8% 0.7% 0% 0% 24.1% 
 

 Male Female Something else Prefer Not To Answer 
Much more likely 17.7% 23.3% 0% 100% 
Somewhat more likely 28% 27.7% 0% 0% 
Would not affect my 
likelihood to vote 47.6% 44.6% 100% 0% 

Somewhat less likely 3.1% 2.6% 0% 0% 
Much less likely 3.5% 1.8% 0% 0% 

 

 Rural Urban 
Much more likely 18.4% 24.9% 
Somewhat more likely 29.1% 24.3% 
Would not affect my 
likelihood to vote 46.4% 46.4% 

Somewhat less likely 2.9% 2.8% 
Much less likely 3.2% 1.7% 

 

Someone you know drives you to the polling place 

 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older 
Much more likely 25.5% 7.6% 2.1% 3.7% 
Somewhat more likely 25.5% 17.7% 8.3% 4.9% 
Would not affect my 
likelihood to vote 29.1% 67.7% 83.4% 88.9% 

Somewhat less likely 9.1% 4.5% 4.1% 1.2% 
Much less likely 10.9% 2.5% 2.1% 1.2% 

 

  



 Member of 
Montana tribe 

Not a Member of a 
Montana tribe 

Much more likely 8.3% 7% 
Somewhat more likely 29.2% 12.4% 
Would not affect my 
likelihood to vote 45.8% 74.1% 

Somewhat less likely 12.5% 3.8% 
Much less likely 4.2% 2.8% 

 

 Some 
High 

School 

High 
School/GED 

Some 
College Associate’s Bachelor’s Post-

Baccalaureate Other PNTA 

Much more 
likely 4.3% 5.2% 11.8% 7.5% 4.4% 9.6% 0% 0% 

Somewhat 
more likely 43.5% 18.1% 9.1% 16.4% 10.2% 4.1% 0% 0% 

Would not 
affect my 
likelihood to 
vote 

43.5% 58.6% 72.7% 73.1% 82.5% 83.6% 100% 0% 

Somewhat 
less likely 8.7% 11.2% 3.6% 0% 2.2% 1.4% 0% 0% 

Much less 
likely 0% 6.9% 2.7% 3% 0.7% 1.4% 0% 100% 

 

 $0 -
$20,000 

$20,001 - 
$37,000 

$37,001 - 
$46,000 

$46,001 - 
$57,000 

$57,001 - 
$88,000 

$88,001 - 
$150K $150K+ PNTA 

Much more 
likely 15.2% 6.5% 4.9% 4.8% 3.1% 5.7% 15.9% 2.8% 

Somewhat 
more likely 25.8% 14% 14.6% 12.9% 8.2% 9.1% 2.3% 25% 
Would not 
affect my 
likelihood to 
vote 

48.5% 75.3% 70.7% 74.2% 82.7% 83% 79.5% 52.8% 

Somewhat less 
likely 9.1% 3.2% 9.8% 0% 4.1% 1.1% 0% 8.3% 
Much less 
likely 1.5% 1.1% 0% 8.1% 2% 1.1% 2.3% 11.1% 

 

  



 Democrat Republican Independent Libertarian Other PNTA 
Much more 
likely 7.1% 6% 9.5% 18.2% 7.7% 0% 

Somewhat more 
likely 12.7% 12.6% 13.9% 36.4% 23.1% 3.6% 

Would not 
affect my 
likelihood to 
vote 

75.4% 72.6% 73.7% 45.5% 69.2% 64.3% 

Somewhat less 
likely 4% 7.4% 1.5% 0% 0% 0% 

Much less likely 0.8% 1.4% 1.5% 0% 0% 32.1% 
 

 Male Female Something else Prefer Not To Answer 
Much more likely 5.5% 8.5% 0% 0% 
Somewhat more likely 12.9% 13.7% 0% 0% 
Would not affect my 
likelihood to vote 74.5% 70.8% 100% 0% 

Somewhat less likely 4.7% 4.1% 0% 0% 
Much less likely 2.4% 3% 0% 100% 

 

 Rural Urban 
Much more likely 4.9% 11% 
Somewhat more likely 13.3% 12.6% 
Would not affect my 
likelihood to vote 74.4% 69.2% 

Somewhat less likely 4.6% 3.8% 
Much less likely 2.9% 3.3% 

 

Question: The following are a list of activities that some communities could offer. For each, 
please answer whether it would make you much more likely, somewhat more likely, somewhat 
less likely or much less likely to be engaged in your community. 

Courses on community engagement were offered by someone you know in your community. 

 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older 
Much more engaged 19.3% 10.1% 5.7% 6.2% 
Somewhat more engaged 33.3% 37.4% 25.9% 21% 
Would not affect my 
community engagement 24.6% 44.4% 63.7% 67.9% 

Somewhat less engaged 19.3% 5.6% 3.1% 4.9% 
Much less engaged 3.5% 2.5% 1.6% 0% 

 



 Member of a 
Montana tribe 

Not a member of 
a Montana tribe 

Much more engaged 19.2% 8.4% 
Somewhat more engaged 30.8% 30.5% 
Would not affect my 
community engagement 26.9% 54.4% 

Somewhat less engaged 19.2% 5.2% 
Much less engaged 3.8% 1.6% 

 

 Some 
High 

School 

High 
School/
GED 

Some 
College Associate’s Bachelor’s Post-

Baccalaureate Other PNTA 

Much more 
engaged 4.3% 11.3% 9.3% 9.1% 6.5% 9.5% 0% 100% 

Somewhat 
more engaged 65.2% 23.5% 28.7% 25.8% 33.3% 32.4% 50% 0% 

Would not 
affect my 
community 
engagement 

21.7% 49.6% 57.4% 57.6% 55.8% 54.1% 50% 0% 

Somewhat less 
engaged 8.7% 9.6% 3.7% 7.6% 4.3% 4.1% 0% 0% 

Much less 
engaged 0% 6.1% 0.9% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

 

 $0 -
$20,000 

$20,001 - 
$37,000 

$37,001 - 
$46,000 

$46,001 - 
$57,000 

$57,001 - 
$88,000 

$88,001 - 
$150K $150K+ PNTA 

Much more 
engaged 16.9% 8.7% 17.1% 11.1% 4.1% 1.1% 11.6% 13.5% 

Somewhat 
more engaged 43.1% 25% 24.4% 28.6% 32.7% 28.1% 25.6% 37.8% 

Would not 
affect my 
community 
engagement 

33.8% 57.6% 46.3% 52.4% 57.1% 59.6% 62.8% 45.9% 

Somewhat less 
engaged 1.5% 3.3% 12.2% 7.9% 6.1% 11.2% 0% 2.7% 

Much less 
engaged 4.6% 5.4% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

 

  



 Democrat Republican Independent Libertarian Other PNTA 
Much more 
engaged 4% 9.3% 12.5% 8.3% 15.4% 7.1% 

Somewhat more 
engaged 39.2% 29.8% 24.3% 16.7% 53.8% 21.4% 

Would not 
affect my 
community 
engagement 

52% 56.7% 54.4% 58.3% 30.8% 32.1% 

Somewhat less 
engaged 4% 2.8% 8.1% 16.7% 0% 25% 

Much less 
engaged 0.8% 1.4% 0.7% 0% 0% 14.3% 

 

 Male Female Something else Prefer Not To Answer 
Much more engaged 7.8% 9.6% 0% 100% 
Somewhat more engaged 31% 30.3% 0% 0% 
Would not affect my 
community engagement 54.9% 51.3% 100% 0% 

Somewhat less engaged 4.7% 7% 0% 0% 
Much less engaged 1.6% 1.8% 0% 0% 

 

 Rural Urban 
Much more engaged 7.2% 12.1% 
Somewhat more engaged 30.9% 29.1% 
Would not affect my 
community engagement 52.9% 53.8% 

Somewhat less engaged 6.6% 4.4% 
Much less engaged 2.3% 0.5% 

 

Courses about the roles of elected officials and how government works 

 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older 
Much more engaged 21.1% 10.6% 5.2% 7.5% 
Somewhat more engaged 21.1% 39.7% 33.7% 33.8% 
Would not affect my 
community engagement 29.8% 39.7% 54.9% 56.3% 

Somewhat less engaged 24.6% 8% 4.7% 2.5% 
Much less engaged 3.5% 2% 1.6% 0% 

 

  



 Member of a 
Montana tribe 

Not a member of 
a Montana tribe 

Much more engaged 7.4% 9.5% 
Somewhat more engaged 25.9% 35% 
Would not affect my 
community engagement 25.9% 47.7% 

Somewhat less engaged 40.7% 6% 
Much less engaged 0% 1.8% 

 

 Some 
High 

School 

High 
School/
GED 

Some 
College Associate’s Bachelor’s Post-

Baccalaureate Other PNTA 

Much more 
engaged 18.2% 13% 9.2% 7.5% 8% 4.1% 0% 100% 

Somewhat 
more engaged 31.8% 27% 33.9% 34.3% 40.1% 36.5% 66.7% 0% 

Would not 
affect my 
community 
engagement 

22.7% 44.3% 49.5% 50.7% 44.5% 54.1% 33.3% 0% 

Somewhat less 
engaged 18.2% 12.2% 5.5% 7.5% 6.6% 5.4% 0% 0% 

Much less 
engaged 9.1% 3.5% 1.8% 0% 0.7% 0% 0% 0% 

 

 $0 -
$20,000 

$20,001 - 
$37,000 

$37,001 - 
$46,000 

$46,001 - 
$57,000 

$57,001 - 
$88,000 

$88,001 - 
$150K $150K+ PNTA 

Much more 
engaged 18.5% 5.4% 19.6% 12.9% 5.2% 5.7% 9.1% 10.8% 

Somewhat 
more engaged 41.5% 34.8% 17.1% 27.4% 38.1% 29.5% 36.4% 54.1% 

Would not 
affect my 
community 
engagement 

26.2% 53.3% 51.2% 53.2% 45.4% 53.4% 50% 32.4% 

Somewhat less 
engaged 10.8% 3.3% 12.2% 6.5% 7.2% 11.4% 4.5% 2.7% 

Much less 
engaged 3.1% 3.3% 0% 0% 4.1% 0% 0% 0% 

 

  



 Democrat Republican Independent Libertarian Other PNTA 
Much more 
engaged 7.2% 10.7% 8.1% 10% 15.4% 10.3% 

Somewhat more 
engaged 36% 32.1% 37.5% 30% 53.8% 24.1% 

Would not 
affect my 
community 
engagement 

48.8% 49.3% 44.9% 40% 30.8% 34.5% 

Somewhat less 
engaged 8% 7% 8.1% 0% 0% 20.7% 

Much less 
engaged 0% 0.9% 1.5% 20% 0% 10.3% 

 

 Male Female Something else Prefer Not To Answer 
Much more engaged 10.2% 8.5% 0% 100% 
Somewhat more engaged 38.3% 31.4% 0% 0% 
Would not affect my 
community engagement 43% 49.8% 100% 0% 

Somewhat less engaged 8.2% 7.4% 0% 0% 
Much less engaged 0.4% 3% 0% 0% 

 

 Rural Urban 
Much more engaged 8.7% 10.4% 
Somewhat more engaged 33.2% 36.8% 
Would not affect my 
community engagement 46.2% 47.8% 

Somewhat less engaged 10.1% 3.3% 
Much less engaged 1.7% 1.6% 

 

Elected officials hold monthly coffee and conversations with constituents 

 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older 
Much more engaged 19.6% 13.6% 13% 8.8% 
Somewhat more engaged 30.4% 33.2% 33.2% 32.5% 
Would not affect my 
community engagement 37.5% 44.7% 48.2% 53.8% 

Somewhat less engaged 8.9% 8% 4.7% 5% 
Much less engaged 3.6% 0.5% 1% 0% 

 

  



 Member of a 
Montana tribe 

Not a member of 
a Montana tribe 

Much more engaged 20% 12.9% 
Somewhat more engaged 32% 32.6% 
Would not affect my 
community engagement 16% 48.1% 

Somewhat less engaged 32% 5.2% 
Much less engaged 0% 1.2% 

 

 Some 
High 

School 

High 
School/
GED 

Some 
College Associate’s Bachelor’s Post-

Baccalaureate Other PNTA 

Much more 
engaged 0% 9.6% 9.2% 18.2% 12.3% 23.3% 66.7% 100% 

Somewhat 
more engaged 4.5% 30.4% 34.9% 33.3% 37% 35.6% 0% 0% 

Would not 
affect my 
community 
engagement 

54.5% 48.7% 46.8% 43.9% 49.3% 38.4% 33.3% 0% 

Somewhat less 
engaged 40.9% 8.7% 9.2% 3% 1.4% 1.4% 0% 0% 

Much less 
engaged 0% 2.6% 0% 1.5% 0% 1.4% 0% 0% 

 

 $0 -
$20,000 

$20,001 - 
$37,000 

$37,001 - 
$46,000 

$46,001 - 
$57,000 

$57,001 - 
$88,000 

$88,001 - 
$150K $150K+ PNTA 

Much more 
engaged 21.5% 16.1% 12.5% 9.7% 3.1% 15.9% 20.9% 5.6% 

Somewhat 
more engaged 33.8% 35.5% 15% 24.2% 46.9% 33% 23.3% 33.3% 

Would not 
affect my 
community 
engagement 

27.7% 43% 65% 61.3% 44.9% 48.9% 53.5% 38.9% 

Somewhat less 
engaged 15.4% 5.4% 5% 1.6% 5.1% 2.3% 2.3% 22.2% 

Much less 
engaged 1.5% 0% 2.5% 3.2% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

 

  



 Democrat Republican Independent Libertarian Other PNTA 
Much more 
engaged 8.8% 11.1% 21.3% 18.2% 16.7% 7.1% 

Somewhat more 
engaged 42.4% 27.8% 28.7% 27.3% 41.7% 42.9% 

Would not 
affect my 
community 
engagement 

41.6% 53.2% 44.9% 54.5% 33.3% 32.1% 

Somewhat less 
engaged 6.4% 6.5% 4.4% 0% 8.3% 17.9% 

Much less 
engaged 0.8% 1.4% 0.7% 0% 0% 0% 

 

 Male Female Something else Prefer Not To Answer 
Much more engaged 15.7% 10.3% 0% 100% 
Somewhat more engaged 31.8% 33.9% 0% 0% 
Would not affect my 
community engagement 45.1% 48% 100% 0% 

Somewhat less engaged 7.1% 6.3% 0% 0% 
Much less engaged 0.4% 1.5% 0% 0% 

 

 Rural Urban 
Much more engaged 11.6% 15.9% 
Somewhat more engaged 33.5% 31.3% 
Would not affect my 
community engagement 48% 44% 

Somewhat less engaged 6.1% 7.1% 
Much less engaged 0.9% 1.6% 

 

Local meetings (tribal, city council, etc.) are streamed on social media 

 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older 
Much more engaged 23.2% 14.1% 8.3% 8.6% 
Somewhat more engaged 44.6% 35.4% 30.2% 17.3% 
Would not affect my 
community engagement 25% 40.9% 59.4% 69.1% 

Somewhat less engaged 7.1% 7.1% 1.6% 2.5% 
Much less engaged 0% 2.5% 0.5% 2.5% 

 

  



 Member of a 
Montana tribe 

Not a member of 
a Montana tribe 

Much more engaged 3.8% 12.3% 
Somewhat more engaged 53.8% 30.6% 
Would not affect my 
community engagement 19.2% 51.7% 

Somewhat less engaged 19.2% 3.8% 
Much less engaged 3.8% 1.6% 

 

 Some 
High 

School 

High 
School/
GED 

Some 
College Associate’s Bachelor’s Post-

Baccalaureate Other PNTA 

Much more 
engaged 4.5% 17.4% 14.7% 10.6% 7.2% 11% 0% 100% 

Somewhat 
more engaged 22.7% 26.1% 29.4% 31.8% 39.1% 31.5% 50% 0% 

Would not 
affect my 
community 
engagement 

54.5% 47% 47.7% 54.5% 50% 56.2% 50% 0% 

Somewhat less 
engaged 18.2% 5.2% 6.4% 3% 2.2% 1.4% 0% 0% 

Much less 
engaged 0% 4.3% 1.8% 0% 1.4% 0% 0% 0% 

 

 $0 -
$20,000 

$20,001 - 
$37,000 

$37,001 - 
$46,000 

$46,001 - 
$57,000 

$57,001 - 
$88,000 

$88,001 - 
$150K $150K+ PNTA 

Much more 
engaged 26.2% 8.5% 19.5% 16.1% 5.2% 8% 13.6% 8.3% 

Somewhat 
more engaged 29.2% 29.8% 24.4% 21% 34% 38.6% 34.1% 44.4% 

Would not 
affect my 
community 
engagement 

30.8% 53.2% 56.1% 54.8% 55.7% 50% 50% 44.4% 

Somewhat less 
engaged 12.3% 2.1% 0% 6.5% 5.2% 3.4% 0% 2.8% 

Much less 
engaged 1.5% 6.4% 0% 1.6% 0% 0% 2.3% 0% 

 

  



 Democrat Republican Independent Libertarian Other PNTA 
Much more 
engaged 10.5% 13.5% 11.8% 18.2% 15.4% 3.6% 

Somewhat more 
engaged 41.1% 27.9% 32.4% 27.3% 23.1% 25% 

Would not 
affect my 
community 
engagement 

45.2% 54.4% 51.5% 54.5% 53.8% 28.6% 

Somewhat less 
engaged 3.2% 3.7% 1.5% 0% 7.7% 28.6% 

Much less 
engaged 0% 0.5% 2.9% 0% 0% 14.3% 

 

 Male Female Something else Prefer Not To Answer 
Much more engaged 11.4% 12.5% 0% 100% 
Somewhat more engaged 28.6% 34.7% 0% 0% 
Would not affect my 
community engagement 

52.9% 47.2% 100% 0% 

Somewhat less engaged 4.7% 4.4% 0% 0% 
Much less engaged 2.4% 1.1% 0% 0% 

 

 Rural Urban 
Much more engaged 12.4% 11% 
Somewhat more engaged 28.3% 38.5% 
Would not affect my 
community engagement 51.7% 47.3% 

Somewhat less engaged 5.8% 1.6% 
Much less engaged 1.7% 1.6% 

 

My county had a community engagement liaison who helped me find when and where to 
participate 

 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older 
Much more engaged 17.9% 11.1% 5.7% 1.2% 
Somewhat more engaged 28.6% 33.3% 36.3% 18.5% 
Would not affect my 
community engagement 32.1% 49% 54.9% 76.5% 

Somewhat less engaged 10.7% 5.6% 1.6% 3.7% 
Much less engaged 10.7% 1% 1.6% 0% 

 

  



 Member of a 
Montana tribe 

Not a member of 
a Montana tribe 

Much more engaged 4.2% 8.5% 
Somewhat more engaged 45.8% 31% 
Would not affect my 
community engagement 37.5% 54.5% 

Somewhat less engaged 12.5% 4% 
Much less engaged 0% 2.2% 

 

 Some 
High 

School 

High 
School/
GED 

Some 
College Associate’s Bachelor’s Post-

Baccalaureate Other PNTA 

Much more 
engaged 4.5% 7.8% 4.5% 9.1% 10.8% 9.5% 0% 100% 

Somewhat 
more engaged 54.5% 32.8% 27.3% 37.9% 28.8% 31.1% 0% 0% 

Would not 
affect my 
community 
engagement 

40.9% 45.7% 58.2% 48.5% 57.6% 58.1% 100% 0% 

Somewhat less 
engaged 0% 5.2% 9.1% 4.5% 2.9% 1.4% 0% 0% 

Much less 
engaged 0% 8.6% 0.9% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

 

 $0 -
$20,000 

$20,001 - 
$37,000 

$37,001 - 
$46,000 

$46,001 - 
$57,000 

$57,001 - 
$88,000 

$88,001 - 
$150K $150K+ PNTA 

Much more 
engaged 12.3% 11.7% 7.3% 9.5% 3.1% 5.7% 14% 5.6% 

Somewhat 
more engaged 46.2% 26.6% 41.5% 23.8% 30.6% 31.8% 18.6% 38.9% 

Would not 
affect my 
community 
engagement 

29.2% 56.4% 43.9% 57.1% 59.2% 60.2% 65.1% 52.8% 

Somewhat less 
engaged 9.2% 3.2% 7.3% 3.2% 5.1% 2.3% 2.3% 2.8% 

Much less 
engaged 3.1% 2.1% 0% 6.3% 2% 0% 0% 0% 

 

 



 Democrat Republican Independent Libertarian Other PNTA 
Much more 
engaged 8.9% 7.9% 7.4% 18.2% 23.1% 6.9% 

Somewhat more 
engaged 28.2% 31% 33.8% 36.4% 46.2% 34.5% 

Would not 
affect my 
community 
engagement 

58.1% 55.1% 53.7% 45.5% 30.8% 34.5% 

Somewhat less 
engaged 4.8% 3.7% 4.4% 0% 0% 10.3% 

Much less 
engaged 0% 2.3% 0.7% 0% 0% 13.8% 

 

 Male Female Something else Prefer Not To Answer 
Much more engaged 9.8% 6.6% 0% 100% 
Somewhat more engaged 33.1% 30.5% 0% 0% 
Would not affect my 
community engagement 53.1% 53.7% 100% 0% 

Somewhat less engaged 2% 7% 0% 0% 
Much less engaged 2% 2.2% 0% 0% 

 

 Rural Urban 
Much more engaged 6.6% 11% 
Somewhat more engaged 34.1% 27.1% 
Would not affect my 
community engagement 52.9% 55.2% 

Somewhat less engaged 4.3% 4.4% 
Much less engaged 2% 2.2% 

 

Question: How much do you trust that elections are fair? I have… 

 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older 
A lot of trust 10.7% 26.3% 30.7% 50% 
Some trust 78.6% 60.6% 65.6% 42.5% 
No trust 10.7% 13.1% 3.6% 7.5% 

 

 Member of 
Montana Tribe 

Not a member of a 
Montana tribe 

A lot of trust 24% 30% 
Some trust 60% 61.8% 
No trust 16% 8.2% 

 



 Some 
High 

School 

High 
School/
GED 

Some 
College Associate’s Bachelor’s Post-

Baccalaureate Other PNTA 

A lot of trust 36.4% 19.1% 29.1% 31.8% 28.8% 48.6% 0% 0% 
Some trust 50% 68.7% 58.2% 60.6% 66.9% 50% 0% 100% 
No trust 13.6% 12.2% 12.7% 7.6% 4.3% 1.4% 100% 0% 

 

 $0 -
$20,000 

$20,001 - 
$37,000 

$37,001 - 
$46,000 

$46,001 - 
$57,000 

$57,001 - 
$88,000 

$88,001 - 
$150K $150K+ PNTA 

A lot of 
trust 10.6% 31.9% 31.7% 22.2% 37.8% 32.6% 47.7% 22.2% 

Some trust 78.8% 57.4% 51.2% 69.8% 53.1% 62.9% 52.3% 63.9% 
No trust 10.6% 10.6% 17.1% 7.9% 9.2% 4.5% 0% 13.9% 

 

 Democrat Republican Independent Libertarian Other PNTA 
A lot of trust 43.5% 29.8% 25% 9.1% 7.7% 10.7% 
Some trust 46.8% 64.2% 68.4% 81.8% 69.2% 64.3% 
No trust 9.7% 6% 6.6% 9.1% 23.1% 25% 

 

 Male Female Something else Prefer Not To Answer 
A lot of trust 38% 22.1% 0% 0% 
Some trust 56.5% 66.4% 50% 100% 
No trust 5.5% 11.4% 50% 0% 

 

 Rural Urban 
A lot of trust 30.4% 28.6% 
Some trust 62.9% 59.3% 
No trust 6.7% 12.1% 

 
Question: Thinking about the restrictions that have been put in place by the state of Montana to 
slow the spread of the coronavirus, do you think these restrictions…? 
 

 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older 
Go too far 10.7% 18.2% 26.4% 24.7% 
Are not enough 26.8% 19.2% 22.3% 18.5% 
Are about right 53.6% 59.1% 50.3% 54.3% 
Don’t know 8.9% 3.5% 1% 2.5% 

 



 Member of 
Montana Tribe 

Not a member of a 
Montana tribe 

Go too far 12% 21.7% 
Are not enough 32% 20.5% 
Are about right 52% 54.7% 
Don’t know 4% 3.2% 

 

 Some 
High 

School 

High 
School/GED 

Some 
College Associate’s Bachelor’s Post-

Baccalaureate Other PNTA 

Go too far 22.7% 27% 22.9% 16.7% 20.9% 14.9% 0% 0% 
Are not 
enough 27.3% 20.9% 22% 15.2% 16.5% 32.4% 0% 100% 

Are about 
right 50% 44.3% 52.3% 66.7% 60.4% 52.7% 100% 0% 

Don’t 
know 0% 7.8% 2.8% 1.5% 2.2% 0% 0% 0% 

 

 $0 -
$20,000 

$20,001 - 
$37,000 

$37,001 - 
$46,000 

$46,001 - 
$57,000 

$57,001 - 
$88,000 

$88,001 - 
$150K $150K+ PNTA 

Go too far 23.1% 14% 22% 20.6% 21.4% 20.2% 30.2% 29.7% 
Are not 
enough 30.8% 24.7% 19.5% 9.5% 20.4% 20.2% 28.6% 24.3% 

Are about 
right 38.5% 59.1% 48.8% 66.7% 58.2% 59.6% 51.2% 37.8% 

Don’t know 7.7% 2.2% 9.8% 3.2% 0% 0% 0% 8.1% 
 

 Democrat Republican Independent Libertarian Other PNTA 
Go too far 1.6% 31.5% 21.3% 41.7% 15.4% 28.6% 
Are not 
enough 34.4% 12% 25% 8.3% 30.8% 14.3% 

Are about 
right 61.6% 53.2% 50.7% 50% 53.8% 46.4% 

Don’t know 2.4% 3.2% 2.9% 0% 0% 10.7% 
 

  



 
Male Female 

Something 
else Prefer Not To Answer 

Go too far 25.9% 17.3% 0% 0% 
Are not enough 18.4% 23.2% 50% 100% 
Are about right 53.3% 55.4% 50% 0% 
Don’t know 2.4% 4.1% 0% 0% 

 

 Rural Urban 
Go too far 23.9% 16.5% 
Are not enough 15% 32.4% 
Are about right 58.2% 47.3% 
Don’t know 2.9% 3.8% 

 

Question: Considering the current COVID-19 restrictions in Montana, do you think it is safe or 
unsafe to vote at a polling place for the November 2020 election? 

 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older 
Safe 49.1% 56.6% 60.1% 52.4% 
Unsafe 31.6% 27.3% 21.8% 24.4% 
Don’t know 19.3% 16.2% 18.1% 23.2% 

 

 Member of 
Montana Tribe 

Not a member of a 
Montana tribe 

Safe 48% 56.9% 
Unsafe 36% 24.7% 
Don’t know 16% 18.5% 

 

 Some 
High 

School 

High 
School/
GED 

Some 
College Associate’s Bachelor’s Post-

Baccalaureate Other PNTA 

Safe 59.1% 55.7% 58.7% 63.6% 55.1% 50% 100% 0% 
Unsafe 18.2% 17.4% 27.5% 22.7% 27.5% 33.8% 0% 0% 
Don’t 
know 22.7% 27% 13.8% 13.6% 17.4% 16.2% 0% 100% 

 

 $0 -
$20,000 

$20,001 - 
$37,000 

$37,001 - 
$46,000 

$46,001 - 
$57,000 

$57,001 - 
$88,000 

$88,001 - 
$150K $150K+ PNTA 

Safe 57.8% 46.2% 53.7% 59.7% 58.2% 58.4% 72.7% 50% 
Unsafe 25% 33.3% 29.3% 21% 17.3% 30.3% 22.7% 19.4% 
Don’t 
know 17.2% 20.4% 17.1% 19.4% 24.5% 11.2% 4.5% 30.6% 



 

 Democrat Republican Independent Libertarian Other PNTA 
Safe 35.5% 75% 50.7% 72.7% 38.5% 39.3% 
Unsafe 46.8% 14.8% 24.3% 9.1% 38.5% 10.7% 
Don’t know 17.7% 10.2% 25% 18.2% 23.1% 50% 

 

 Male Female Something else Prefer Not To Answer 
Safe 66.3% 47.8% 0% 0% 
Unsafe 21.2% 29.3% 0% 0% 
Don’t know 12.5% 23% 100% 100% 

 

 Rural Urban 
Safe 60.2% 49.5% 
Unsafe 23.1% 29.1% 
Don’t know 16.7% 21.4% 

 

Question: For the November 2020 election, how would you prefer to cast your vote? 
 

 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older 
Polling place 28.6% 23.1% 34.7% 26.8% 
Mail-in-ballot 60.7% 68.3% 62.7% 69.5% 
Don’t know 10.7% 8.5% 2.6% 3.7% 

 

 Member of 
Montana Tribe 

Not a member of a 
Montana tribe 

Polling place 32% 28.2% 
Mail-in-ballot 52% 66.4% 
Don’t know 16% 5.4% 

 

 Some 
High 

School 

High 
School/
GED 

Some 
College Associate’s Bachelor’s Post-

Baccalaureate Other PNTA 

Polling 
place 40.9% 33.6% 22.9% 35.8% 25.4% 21.6% 100% 100% 

Mail-in-
ballot 40.9% 54.3% 72.5% 61.2% 71% 77% 0% 0% 

Don’t 
know 18.2% 12.1% 4.6% 3% 3.6% 1.4% 0% 0% 

 



 $0 -
$20,000 

$20,001 - 
$37,000 

$37,001 - 
$46,000 

$46,001 - 
$57,000 

$57,001 - 
$88,000 

$88,001 - 
$150K $150K+ PNTA 

Polling 
place 18.8% 29.8% 34.1% 23.8% 29.6% 29.5% 32.6% 33.3% 

Mail-in-
ballot 76.6% 66% 48.8% 68.3% 66.3% 70.5% 62.8% 50% 

Don’t 
know 4.7% 4.3% 17.1% 7.9% 4.1% 0% 4.7% 16.7% 

 

 Democrat Republican Independent Libertarian Other PNTA 
Polling place 12.8% 41.7% 25.2% 18.2% 23.1% 17.9% 
Mail-in-ballot 86.4% 52.8% 70.4% 72.7% 69.2% 46.4% 
Don’t know 0.8% 5.6% 4.4% 9.1% 7.7% 35.7% 

 

 
Male Female 

Something 
else Prefer Not To Answer 

Polling place 34.4% 22.9% 0% 100% 
Mail-in-ballot 62.5% 68.6% 100% 0% 
Don’t know 3.1% 8.5% 0% 0% 

 

 Rural Urban 
Polling place 32.1% 21.4% 
Mail-in-ballot 62.4% 72% 
Don’t know 5.5% 6.6% 

 

Question: When voting by mail, ballots should be counted only if they are… 

 18-26 27-46 47-66 67 & Older 
Received by the elections office before 
the close of polls 55.4% 36.4% 48.2% 65.4% 

Postmarked by Election day 28.6% 48.5% 48.7% 34.6% 
Don’t know 16.1% 15.2% 3.1% 0% 

 

 Member of 
Montana Tribe 

Not a member of a 
Montana tribe 

Received by the elections office before 
the close of polls 32% 48% 

Postmarked by Election day 56% 43.8% 
Don’t know 12% 8.2% 

 



 Some 
High 

School 

High 
School/
GED 

Some 
College Associate’s Bachelor’s Post-

Baccalaureate Other PNTA 

Received by 
the elections 
office before 
the close of 
polls 

63.6% 43.1% 44% 42.4% 54% 44.6% 100% 100% 

Postmarked 
by Election 
day 

22.7% 37.9% 49.5% 48.5% 42.4% 54.1% 0% 0% 

Don’t know 13.6% 19% 6.4% 9.1% 3.6% 1.4% 0% 0% 
 

 $0 -
$20,000 

$20,001 - 
$37,000 

$37,001 - 
$46,000 

$46,001 - 
$57,000 

$57,001 - 
$88,000 

$88,001 - 
$150K $150K+ PNTA 

Received by 
the elections 
office before 
the close of 
polls 

30.8% 54.8% 48.8% 53.2% 48% 43.8% 50% 48.6% 

Postmarked 
by Election 
day 

63.1% 34.4% 36.6% 37.1% 43.9% 52.8% 47.7% 32.4% 

Don’t know 6.2% 10.8% 14.6% 9.7% 8.2% 3.4% 2.3% 18.9% 
 

 Democrat Republican Independent Libertarian Other PNTA 
Received by the elections 
office before the close of polls 32.8% 55.6% 46.3% 72.7% 41.7% 42.9% 

Postmarked by Election day 63.2% 36.1% 48.5% 18.2% 58.3% 10.7% 
Don’t know 4% 8.3% 5.1% 9.1% 0% 46.4% 

 

 
Male Female 

Something 
else 

Prefer Not To 
Answer 

Received by the elections office 
before the close of polls 47.8% 46.5% 100% 100% 

Postmarked by Election day 45.5% 43.5% 0% 0% 
Don’t know 6.7% 10% 0% 0% 

 

  



 

 Rural Urban 
Received by the elections office before 
the close of polls 47.7% 46.4% 

Postmarked by Election day 43.4% 45.9% 
Don’t know 9% 7.7% 

 

  



I. Non-Registered Voter Respondents 
The following data illustrates the results for self-reported non-registered Montana voters. These 
respondents are not in the data above. A total of 85 respondents reported they were non-
registered voters. The information below provides a snapshot into their perspectives.  

N= 85 

Question: Please select your level of agreement with the following statement. 

I believe that my vote matters. 

Answer Percentage 
Strongly agree 16.1% 
Somewhat agree 37.4% 
Somewhat disagree 27.1% 
Strongly disagree 19.4% 

 

Question: Listed below is a list of activities that some communities could offer before or during 
voting. Please select how each item might affect your likelihood to vote in the upcoming 
November 2020 election. 

 Free childcare services provided by licensed professionals at polling places 

Answer Percentage 
Much more likely 1.3% 
Somewhat more likely 12.4% 
Would not affect my likelihood to 
vote 

76.7% 

Somewhat less likely 6.3% 
Much less likely 3.4% 

 

 A general election voter guide provided by the State of Montana 

Answer Percentage 
Much more likely 3.4% 
Somewhat more likely 29.1% 
Would not affect my likelihood to 
vote 

53.5% 

Somewhat less likely 10.3% 
Much less likely 3.8% 

  

  



The State of Montana moves to a mail-in voting system, with no physical polling places 

Answer Percentage 
Much more likely 13.1% 
Somewhat more likely 15.1% 
Would not affect my likelihood to 
vote 

52.2% 

Somewhat less likely 12.4% 
Much less likely 7.2% 

 

 More polling places are added in your community 

Answer Percentage 
Much more likely 16.6% 
Somewhat more likely 22.2% 
Would not affect my likelihood to 
vote 

48.4% 

Somewhat less likely 8.6% 
Much less likely 4.3% 

 

 A reminder was sent telling you when and where to vote 

Answer Percentage 
Much more likely 13.5% 
Somewhat more likely 21.0% 
Would not affect my likelihood to 
vote 

51.2% 

Somewhat less likely 11.0% 
Much less likely 3.4% 

 

 Someone you know drives you to the polling place 

Answer Percentage 
Much more likely 14.3% 
Somewhat more likely 12.2% 
Would not affect my likelihood to 
vote 

58.6% 

Somewhat less likely 4.8% 
Much less likely 10.1% 

 

  



Question: Below is a list of activities that some communities could offer. Please select how each 
item might affect your engagement in your community. 

Courses on community engagement were offered by someone you know in your 
community 

Answer Percentage 
Much more engaged 5.2% 
Somewhat more engaged 30.6% 
Would not affect my community 
engagement 

47.4% 

Somewhat less engaged 13.2% 
Much less engaged 3.6% 

 

 Courses about the roles of elected officials and how government works 

Answer Percentage 
Much more engaged 8.7% 
Somewhat more engaged 20.6% 
Would not affect my community 
engagement 

57.9% 

Somewhat less engaged 6.7% 
Much less engaged 6.0% 

 

 Elected officials hold monthly coffee and conversations with constituents 

Answer Percentage 
Much more engaged 8.5% 
Somewhat more engaged 12.4% 
Would not affect my community 
engagement 

64.3% 

Somewhat less engaged 8.6% 
Much less engaged 6.2% 

 

 Local meetings (tribal, city council, etc.) are streamed on social media 

Answer Percentage 
Much more engaged 14.8% 
Somewhat more engaged 25.7% 
Would not affect my community 
engagement 

52.0% 

Somewhat less engaged 6.6% 
Much less engaged 0.9% 

 



My county had a community engagement liaison who helped me find when and where 
to participate. 

Answer Percentage 
Much more engaged 13.5% 
Somewhat more engaged 14.3% 
Would not affect my community 
engagement 

56.8% 

Somewhat less engaged 10.8% 
Much less engaged 4.6% 

 

Question: How much do you trust that elections are fair? I have… 

Answer Percentage 
A lot of trust 4.1% 
Some trust 60.8% 
No trust 35.2% 

 

Question: Thinking about the restrictions that have been put in place by the state of Montana to 
slow the spread of the coronavirus, do you think these restrictions…? 

Answer Percentage 
Go too far 7.7% 
Are about right 46.0% 
Are not enough 27.7% 
Don’t know 18.6% 

 

Question: Considering the current COVID-19 restrictions in Montana, do you think it is safe or 
unsafe to vote at a polling place for the November 2020 election? 

Answer Percentage 
Safe 36.4% 
Unsafe 28.0% 
Don’t know 35.6% 

 

Question: For the November 2020 election, how would you prefer to cast your vote? 

Answer Percentage 
Polling place 43.0% 
Mail-in-ballot 32.2% 
Don’t know 24.8% 

 

  



 

Question: When voting by mail, ballots should be counted if they are… 

Answer Percentage 
Postmarked by Election Day 34.5% 
Received by the elections office 
before the close of polls 

37.1% 

Don’t know 28.4% 
 


