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Designing and Using Enhanced Rubrics 

Canvas Tip Sheet
 

This tip sheet explains how to manage rubrics in the Rubrics index, build rubrics for use in grading 

Assignments, Discussions, and Quizzes, and use them in SpeedGrader to assess student work.  

Understanding Enhanced Rubrics 

• Manage rubrics from the Rubrics index in the Course Navigation menu. 

• Rubrics in Canvas can be setup for scoring and as non-scoring, allowing for assessment-based 

and outcome-based grading without points. 

• Rubrics can be built at the course level or at the account/subaccount level to be shared between 

courses in a program or school. 

• If you are using outcomes to track mastery in your course, you can align outcomes with rubrics. 

• If you create a rubric in one course and want to add it to another one you teach, you can use the 

“copy to” option. To share a rubric with another instructor, use the “send to” option with an 

activity that uses the rubric you want to share. Both the activity and the rubric will be shared 

with the other person. 

Designing Rubrics 

• Create a new rubric by adding a title, adding criteria, and adjusting the settings, then clicking the 

Create Rubic button.  

• With Enhanced Rubrics, criteria and ratings can be reordered using the Move icon. 

• By default, rubric ratings are created as individual point values. If you want to create a point 

range instead, click the Enable Range checkbox when adding each criterion. Ranges allow you to 

assign a rating for a range of point options instead of just one point value. 

Adding Rubrics 

• Add a rubric to an Assignment by creating or opening the Assignment and selecting the + Rubric 

button at the bottom. 

• Add a rubric to a graded Discussion by creating or opening the Discussion and clicking on the 

Three-Dot Menu on the top right of the page and selecting the Add Rubric link. 

• Add a rubric to a Quiz by creating or opening the Quiz and clicking on the Three-Dot Menu on 

the top right of the page, selecting the Show Rubric link, then clicking on the Add Rubric button. 

• To add an existing rubric to an assessment, click on the Find a Rubric link in the top right of the 

Rubric window. 

• When selecting to use the rubric for grading, Canvas compares the rubric score and assessment 

points. If the number of points in the rubric does not match the points for the assessment, 

Canvas will show a warning and let you choose to match or keep the point values as-is. 
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Using Rubrics for Grading 

• To use a rubric in SpeedGrader, open SpeedGrader, open a student submission, and then click 

the View Rubric button. 

• You can select different views for the rubric: Traditional, Horizontal, or Vertical. Traditional is 

the default view for rubrics. 

• To begin grading, click the rating that applies to the student's submission for each criterion. You 

can also add a comment for each rubric criterion by clicking the Comment icon or writing in the 

comment box. 

• Each criterion value adds to the student's total points on the assignment. 

Things to Remember 

• IMPORTANT: Rubrics cannot be edited once they have been added to more than one 

assignment. However, you can create a copy of a rubric and make changes to the copy. 

• If you want to use the rubric to calculate a grade in an Assignment or graded Discussion, select 

the Use this rubric for assignment grading checkbox.  Make sure this checkbox is selected before 

you begin grading submissions. 

Learn More 

• Consult the Canvas Instructor Guides for updated information on how to use Canvas. 

• Find on-demand resources and support at LEAD’s Teaching and Canvas Help webpage. 

• Register for live LEAD faculty trainings on Griz Hub for focused training on using Canvas. 
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