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Resources for Writing with Active Voice 
 
PlainLanguage.gov 
Plan Language 

This all-around writing guide includes lots of tips and information. These sections are specific to 
using the active voice. 

• Choose Your Words Carefully 
• Active and Passive Voice 
• Use Active Voice 
• Avoid Hidden Verbs 
• Examples 

 
Download complete Plain Language Guidelines 
 
UW Madison Writing Center 
Improving Your Writing Style 

Examples in each section show how to improve and tighten sentences.    
• Active Voice 
• Action Verbs 
• Reduce Expletive Constructions 
• Reduce Wordy Verbs 
• Tidy Up Wordy Phrases 
• Avoid Unnecessarily Inflated Words 
• Avoid Noun Strings 
• Avoid Using Vague Nouns 

 
YourDictionary.com 
Active Writing Tips 
Active vs Passive Voice Infographic 

https://www.plainlanguage.gov/
https://www.plainlanguage.gov/guidelines/words/
https://www.plainlanguage.gov/resources/articles/dash-writing-tips/
https://www.plainlanguage.gov/guidelines/conversational/use-active-voice/
https://www.plainlanguage.gov/guidelines/words/avoid-hidden-verbs/
https://www.plainlanguage.gov/examples/
https://www.plainlanguage.gov/media/FederalPLGuidelines.pdf
https://writing.wisc.edu/handbook/style/
https://writing.wisc.edu/handbook/style/ccs_activevoice/
https://writing.wisc.edu/handbook/style/ccs_actionverb/
https://writing.wisc.edu/handbook/style/ccs_expletive/
https://writing.wisc.edu/handbook/style/ccs_wordyverbs/
https://writing.wisc.edu/handbook/style/css_wordyphrases/
https://writing.wisc.edu/handbook/style/ccs_inflated/
https://writing.wisc.edu/handbook/style/ccs_nounstrings/
https://writing.wisc.edu/handbook/style/ccs_vaguenouns/
https://www.yourdictionary.com/articles/active-writing-tips
https://assets.ltkcontent.com/files/activevspassivevoice.pdf?mtime=20201028033507&focal=none
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