Coral Reefs

A Changing Climate: Coral Reefs Today and Tomorrow
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- The oceans naturally buffer against
i - rising acidity. In this process, a chemical
& ‘gct_ion occurs between dissolved carbon
dioxide and carbonate, consuming the
building blocks of coral in this reaction.
Carbonate molecules are thus less
available to be used in calcification and
coral reefs dissolve faster than they build.
-~ When coral dies, the calcium carbonate
- skeleton is all that remains. Biodiversity
fb's‘§ accompanies coral bleaching.
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