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Should you get a 
graduate degree?

How should you apply?

What types of 
applicants are 
professors looking for?

How to get the most 
out of graduate school

Positioning yourself to 
find a good job



33 years of time series data 
(Bonar) being a graduate 
student, sponsoring 
graduate students, 
mentoring graduate 
students

Survey of 42 fish and 
wildlife professors asking 
them what they look for in 
a student, and what traits 
students have who 
succeed. 

Informal interviews with 
other professors



ά! Ƴǳǎǘ-read for the conservation 
ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭέ ςEcology
ά! ƎǳƛŘŜǇƻǎǘΧǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 
college curricula in every natural 
ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳέςMamie 
Parker, Assistant Director, USFWS
άwŜŀǎǎǳǊƛƴƎΣ ǿƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ 
ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜέ ςPaul R. Ehrlich, Stanford 
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ !ǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ 
tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ .ƻƳōέ
άwŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ 
graduate and undergraduate 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΧL ŀƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻǊǊȅ όǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪύ 
ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊέ ς
Quarterly Review of Biology
ΧΧΦŜǘŎΦ

Avail. From Island Press



tǊƻΩǎ
Either MS or PhD needed for many professional 
positions ςincreases your options.

Learn project management, advanced technical 
writing and analysis skills

Work with talented scientists in a research setting 
to learn latest advanced techniques

Develop valuable future contacts

/ƻƴΩǎ
Time investment

$$$ investment



How to Pick Your Program

?



Research scientific 
literature/ask 
undergraduate professors 
to find out which professor
is doing good work in your 
preferred subjects.

Look for openings in AFS job boards, Texas A&M Site



How does fish size affect upper thermal tolerance?

Apply for positions with full 
funding.



Apply for projects you can 
be passionate about.



Visit/speak with professor 
ςto determine if they have 
an opening, learn about 
their program.



Do students get a chance 
to publish?  To speak at 
conferences? How are they 
employed?



Talk to their former 
graduate students.





A student who is unmotivated and 
will not complete things

A student who cannot get along 
with people (including professor)

A student who will embarrass 
them with their project sponsors 
and supervisors

A student who will finishes their 
degree, but will not publish their 
work in a scientific journal

Minimize these for highest success!





n = 42 Faculty (U.S.G.S. Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit Leaders and Assistant 
Leaders)

(The larger the word, the more times it was mentioned)



Volunteer, Volunteer, Volunteer!!!



Make sure your 

references will 

give you a good 

recommendation!  

éAnd make sure 

your references are 

good ones!



How do you succeed once you are in?



n = 42 Faculty (U.S.G.S. Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit Leaders and Assistant 
Leaders)

(The larger the word, the more times it was mentioned)



Learn People and Communication Skills


