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C.H.E.A.T. Sheet
(Chemical Hazard Evaluation And Tactics Sheet)
Lab Generated Radioactive Materials Spills 
Emergency Response Procedures:
The University of Montana incorporates Laboratories that use low level radiation. Minor spills or releases of radioactivity don’t happen often, and more likely than not can be controlled and cleaned by the user. For these situations, please refer to the Radiation Safety Manual, Authorized Use Protocol, and/or Chemical Hygiene Plan. If you believe a serious release or exposure has occurred, please contact the following (in descending order) for assistance:

	Name
	Role
	Phone
	
	Email

	Victor White
	Radiation Safety Officer RSO
	406-243-7872
	
	victor.white@mso.umt.edu

	Mark Hlebichuk
	Director of EHS
	406-243-4504
	
	mark.hlebichuk@umontana.edu

	Trent Drinkwalter
	Occupational Health and Safety
	406-243-4508
	
	trent.drinkwalter@mso.umt.edu

	Paul Lukacs
	Associate VP of ORCS
	406-243-5675
	
	paul.lukacs@umontana.edu

	
UMPD Emergency Line 406-243-6131

	
	


Emergency Response Contacts:
1. You should know your Lab, but if unsure of the type and/or amount of radiation released close the lab and leave immediately. If you know how to handle the situation: 
2. If the accident involves radioactive gases, evacuate the room. Where possible, shut off hoods and fans, seal the area, and post a warning at the entrance. 
3. If possible, using the proper instrumentation, determine the concentration of contamination. 
4. Cordon off and prevent access to the affected area. 
5. Consult an emergency contact listed above at the earliest opportunity. Make sure to tell responders if and how someone may be contaminated.
6. Don personal protective equipment (PPE) adequate to prevent contamination before rendering aid or otherwise interacting with the spill or release. Do Not enter the area without using the Buddy System or having appropriate communications with someone who can get you out. 
7. Take immediate steps to decontaminate all personnel involved following radiation decontamination protocols. If there is skin exposure suspected, flush thoroughly. Discard contaminated clothing in radiation waste receptacle. Properly isolate the victim until medical help arrives. 
8. If the spill or contamination involves injury, remove the injured party from the affected area. Obtain University of Montana Dept. of Environmental Health and Safety Updated: 06/26/2025 consent and administer appropriate first aid. 
9. Monitor all people involved in the initial event and cleanup. Document levels of contamination and know concentrations that may require isolation, or special precautions. 
10. Permit no person to resume work in the area until a survey has been made and approval of the Radiation Safety Officer or designated official is secured. 
11. Once the area has been cleared, the area can be occupied again Prepare the Spill Investigation form for the Radiation Safety Officer (RSO).
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