ASCRC UM Catalog Revision Proposal, April 12, 2018
Transfer Credits- Rounding of decimals from partial to full credit hours.

Summary & Rationale
Transfer students admitted to Um and some UM exchange students attempt to transfer credits for classes taken elsewhere. Some of those academic institutions are on quarter schedules and international academic institutions with different calendars. The UM Admissions office performs calculations to best translate the academic effort between these systems to the UM semester system for equivalency. Occasionally that results in partial credits with decimals. That necessitates rounding either up or down. The current catalog language used 2.49 to round down and 2.66 to round up (below). This resulted from calculations based on quarter to semester conversions, but did not account for international conversions. Consequently, the graduate appeals committee has received petitions requesting a rounding up for students caught in the gap between 2.50 and 2.66, where the current catalog language requires rounding down to 2 instead of the mathematically correct rounding of up to 3.

ASCRC Solution: ASCRC addressed this in April of 2017, but the catalog revision was not made do to an oversight. Therefore, ASCRC would like to submit the change to faculty senate for approval this spring so that it can be effective in the 2018-19 catalog.

Existing Language: (From the section on Transfer Student Admissions)
 In order to determine if transfer course work satisfies General Education requirements, the credits for each course are rounded. For example, if a student transfers in two N-courses each worth 2.66 credits, each course counts as 3 N-credits towards the Group XI requirement. On the other hand, an L-course worth 2.49 credits does not satisfy the Group V requirement of 3 L-credits.

Revised Catalog Entry (for AY 2018-19) retroactive to any active catalog: 
In order to determine if transfer course work satisfies UM General Education requirements, the credits for each course are rounded. For example, courses from  schools on other calendars (such as quarters or trimesters) that are articulated on UM transcripts at 2.5 credits or higher will be rounded to 3 credits for the purpose of fulfilling, or partially fulfilling, General Education requirement groups I-XI.  This “rounding rule” does not apply when calculating students’ total completed credits for graduation requirements, nor towards the 39 upper-division credit requirement. 
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