UNIVERSITY OF

MONTANA

FACULTY SENATE
Procedure Writing in the Disciplines Course Substitution Criteria
Procedure Number: 202.50.6
Date Adopted: 12/6/2018
Last Revision: 12/6/2018, 9/23/2024, 4/30/2026
References: 202.50 Writing Course Guidelines
Approved by: Writing Committee, ASCRC

Writing in the Disciplines Requirement

The Writing in the Disciplines Requirement is specified by the major and is typically discipline
specific, so students requesting substitutions to the requirement must contact their major
department chair or advisor. The option to request a substitution is made available so students will
know in advance of taking a course that it will satisfy the requirement and will eliminate the need to
file a Graduation Appeal.

The department may request the Writing Committee to review proposed equivalencies to the
Writing in the Disciplines requirement. The Department is responsible for verifying the major
content and discipline specific writing.

Submission Requirements

Students are advised to work with an advisor to ensure that the substitution request meets all
Writing in the Disciplines requirements. Student requests must include the following materials for
review by the Writing Committee:

e Student Cover Letter

A letter written by the student clearly explaining their academic situation and rationale for
the substitution request, including how the proposed course aligns with the Writing in the
Disciplines requirement (outlined below).

e Department Chair Letter of Support

A letter from the department chair (or designee) endorsing the request and confirming that
the substitution is appropriate within the context of the discipline and the student’s
academic program.

e Evidence of Writing in the Disciplines Criteria

Documentation demonstrating that the proposed course meets Writing in the Disciplines
standards as outlined in Procedure 202.50. This must include:

o The total number of pages assigned
o Evidence of revision processes (e.g., drafts, feedback)
o Description of discipline-specific writing instruction



o Evidence of alignment with Writing in the Disciplines learning outcomes
Incomplete submissions may be returned without review.

Review Procedure

Petitions are reviewed by the Writing Committee. Notice of the decision is sent to the student,
Department Chair, Advisor, and the Registrar’s Office. The Registrar will enter the override in
DegreeWorks, so Degree Audit will show the student has satisfied the requirement.



